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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Thd Autlior was invited to undertake this general 
Sketch of Scottish History in connection with a similar 
abridgment of English History by Sir James IMackin- 
tosh, and a History of Ireland by Thomas Moore, 
Estjuire. There are few literary personsswho would not 
have been willing to incur much labour and risk of re- 
putation for the privilege of publishing in such society. 
On the present occasion, .the task, though perhaps stiU a 
rash one, was rendered more easy by the Author having 
so lately been employed on the volumes called Tales 
of a Grandfathei-, transferred’ from the history of Scot- 
land for the benefit of a young relation. Yet the object 
and tenour of these two works are extremely different. 
In the Tales taken from Scottisli history, the author, 
throwing into the shade, or rather omitting all that 
could embaiTass the understanding or tire the attention 
of liis juvenile reader, was desirous only to lay before 
him what -was best adapted to interest his imagination, 
and, confining liimself to facts, to postpone to a later 
period an investigation of the principles.,out of which 
those facts arose. 

It is hoped, on tlie contrarj’’, that the present history 
may, in some degree, supply to the reader of more 
advanced age truths with which he ought to be ac- 
quainted, not merely as relating to one small kingdom, 
but as forming a chapter in the general history of man. 
The object of the two works being so different, theii 
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pcrfcctj feeble, hastily assumed, and laid aside without 
apparent reason. At one time he put his faith in Wil- 
liam de Lamhyrton, the archbishop of Saint Andrew’s, 
whom his father had cast into prison. This prelate 
being liberated and pensioned by the second Edward, 
volunteered his services to promulgate the bull of ex- 
communication against Robert Bruce : but if the bull 
had made but sliglit impression on the Scots during the 
hing’s adversity, it met with still less regard when 
the splendour of repeated success disposed his country- 
men in general to blot from their remembrance the 
deed of violence with which so brilliant a career had 
commenced. The death of John Comyn was but like 
a morning cloud which is forgotten in the blaze of a 
summer noon. 

The king of France, who had deserted the Scots in 
their utmost need, now began to be once more an inter- 
cessor in their behalf; and the English king con- 
sented to offer a truce to Bruce and his adherents ; but 
the Scots, on their part, required payment of a sum of 
money before t^icy would grant one. Edward's mea- 
sures showed a ])rcdominancc of weakness and uncer- 
tainty. Commissions to six different governors were 
granted and rcc.allcd before any of those appointed had 
time to act upon them. General musters of forces were 
or<icrcd, wltich the haughty barons of England obeyed 
or neglected at their plc.asurc. All showed the marks 
of a feeble and vacillating government, unwilling to re- 
sign the kingdom of Scotland, yet incapable of adopting 
the active and steady measures by which alone it could 
have been preserved. 

All public tne.asurcs in Scotland, on the other hand, 
were marked by the steadiness of conscious .superiority 
which they borrowed from the character of their sove- 
reign. Tlic estates of the kingdom solemnly declared 
tfic award of Edward adjudging the crown of Scotland 
In John Baliol was an injustice to the grandfather 
of Bruce. They recognised tlie decc.iFcd lord of Annan- 
dnle ns the true heir of the crown, owned his grandson 
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as tlieir king, and denounced the doom of treason 
against all who should dispute his right to the crown. 
The .clergy of the kingdom issued a spiritual charge 
to their various flocks, acknowledging Bruce as their so- 
vereign, in spite of the thunders of excommunication 
which had been launched against him. 

^t length, in 1310, Edward, roused into action, as- 
sembled a large army at Berwick, and entered Scotland, 
but too late in the year for any effective purpose. Bruce 
was contented with eluding the efforts of the invaders 
to bring on a general battle, cutting off their provisions, 
harassing their marches, and augmenting the distress 
and danger of an invading army in a country at once 
hostile and desolate ; and by this policy the patience of 
Edward and the supplies of his army were altogether 
exhausted. A second, a third, a fourth expedition was 
attempted with equally indifferent success. Wliat mis- 
chief the Scots might sustain by these irruptions was 
fearfully compensated by the retaliation of king Ro- 
bert, who ravaged the English frontiers with pitiless 
severity. The extreme sufferings of Bruce himself, of 
his family and his country, called loudly for retaliation, 
which was thus rendered excusable, if not meritorious. 
The Scots obtained money as well as other plunder on 
these occasions ; for, after abiding fifteen days in Eng- 
land, the northern provinces found it necessary to pur- 
chase their retreat. 

King Robert left the borders to present himself be- 
fore Perth, which was well fortified, and held out by an 
English garrison; In one place the moat was so shallow 
that it might be waded. On that point Bruce made a 
daring attack. Having previously thrown the garrison 
off their guard by a pretended retreat, he appeared sud- 
denly before the town at the head of a chosen storming 
party. He himself led the way, completely armed, 
bearing a scaling ladder in his hand, waded through the 
moat where the water reached to his chin, and was the 
second man who mounted the wall. A French knight, 
who was %vitb the Scottish army, at the sight of this 


CHAP. IX. 


HISTORV OF 6COTLANI). 


105 


daring action, exclaimed, “ Oh heaven ! ivhat shall. we 
say of the delicacy of our French lords, when we see so 
gallant a king hazard his person to ivin such a paltry 
hamlet ?” So saying he flung himself into the water, 
and was one of the first to surmqunt the wall. The 
place was speedily taken. 

The confidential friends to whom Bruce intrusted the 
command of separate detachments in various parts of 
Scotland, among whom were men of high military talent, , 
endeavoured to outdo each other in following the ex- 
ample of their heroic sovereign. Douglas and Randolph 
particularly distinguished themselves in this patriotic 
rivalry. The strong and large castle of Roxburgh was 
secured by its position, its fortifications, and the num- 
ber of the garrison from any siege which the Scots could 
have formed. But on the eve of Shrove Tuesday (6th 
March 1312-13), when the garrison were full of jol- 
lity and indulging in dranken wassail, Douglas and 
his followers approached the castle, creeping on hands 
and feet, and having dark cloaks flung over their ar- 
mour. They seemed to the English soldiers a strayed 
herd of some neighbouring peasant’s cattle, which had 
been suffered to escape during the festivity of the evening. 
They therefore saw these objects arrive on the verge of 
the moat and descend into it wdthout wonder or alarm, 
nor did they discover their error till the shout of 
Douglas ! Douglas ! announced that the waU was scaled 
and die castle taken. 

As if to match this gallant action, Thomas Randolph 
possessed himself of the yet stronger castle of Edinburgh. 
This also was by surprise. A soldier in Randolph’s 
army, named William Frank, who had lived in the castle 
in his youth, had then learned to make his way down 
the precipice on which the fortres."! is built, by clam- 
bering over at a place where the wah was very low. He 
had used this perilous passage for carrying on an in- 
trigue with a woman who resided in the city, and as 
he had often left the fortress and returned to it in 
safety, he offered himself as a guide to scale it at that 
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point. Randolph placed himself and thirty chosen sol- 
diers under the guidance of this man. As they asceiuled 
under the cover of night, they heard the counter-guards 
making their rounds, and challenging the sentinels as 
usual in a well-guarded post. The Scots were at this 


moment screened by a rock from the sentinels and from 
the counter-watch. Yet one man of the patrole at tliat 
awful moment called out, " I see you,” and threw down 
a stone. But this was only a trick for the purpose of 
alarming his companions, not that he had taken any real 
alarm, though he had so nearly discovered what was 
going forward. I'he watchmen moved on, and the Scots, 
with as much silence as possible, renewed their toil- 
some and dangerous ascent. They reached the foot of 
the wall where it was twelve feet high, and surmounted 
it by a ladder of ropes. The guide Frank mounted 
first, then came sir Andrew Gray, and next Handolpl’ 
himself. The English sentinels now took the alarm in 
good earnest; but the boldness of the action was the 
cause of its success; and though the garrison resisted 
bravely, yet, being unaware of the very small force op- 
posed to them, the castle was at length taken. This was 


the 14th March, 1312-13. 

It was not princes and warriors alone who were roused 
to action on this glorious occasion. The exploit of a hardy 
peasant, Binnock or Binning by name, is as remark- 
able as the surprise of Roxburgh or Edinburgh, lids' 
brave man lived in the neighbourhood of Linlithgow, 
w'here the English had constructed a strong fort. Accus- 
tomed to supply the garrison with forage, Binnock con- 
cealed eight armed Scots in his wain, which was .appar- 
ently loaded with hay. lie employed a strong-l'odied 
bondsman to drive the waggon, and he himsclt walked 
beside it, as if to sec bis commodity delivered. In” 
the cart w.is in tlic gateway bcncatlt the portcullis, Ih”‘ 
nock, with a sudden blow of an axe wliich he held m 
bis hand, severed the linrncss which secured the liorw’- 
to tlie wain. Finrling lliemselvcs relieved from die 
draught, the horses sprang forward. Binnock shouted a 
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signal-word^ and at the same time struck down the porter 
with Iris axe. The armed men started from their con- 
cealment among the hay. The English attempted to 
drop the porccuUis of shut the gate ; but the loaded 
wain prevented alike the fall of the one and the clos- 
ing of the other. A party of armed ScotSj who lay in 
ambush waiting the event, rushed in St the shout of 
their companions, and the castle was theirs. 

The Bruce’s success was not limited to the mainland 
of Scotland ; he pursued the Macdougal of Galloway, to 
whom he owed the captivity and subsequent death of his 
two brothers, into the Isle of Man, where he defeated 
him totally, stormed his castle of Bushin, and subjected 
his island to the Scottish domination. 

Wlien Bruce returned to the mainland of North Bri- 
tain from this expedition, he had the pleasure to find 
that the energy of his brother Edward had pursued the 
great work of expelling the English invaders with unin- 
terrupted success. He had taken the town and castle of 
Rutherglen and of Dundee; the last of which had 
during the previous year resisted the Scottish arms, in 
consequence, partly, of a breach of compact, which we 
shall presently notice. 

But these good news were chequered by others of a 
more doubtful quality. After his success at Rutherglen 
and Dundee, sir Edward Bruce laid siege to Stirling, 
the only considerable fortress in Scotland which stiU re- 
mained in the hands of the English. The governor, 
sir Philip de Mowbray, defended himself with great 
valour, but at length becoming straitened for provisions, 
entered into a treaty, by which he agreed to surrender 
the fortress if not relieved before the feast of Saint John 
the Baptist, in the ensuing midsummer. Bruce was 
greatly displeased with the precipitation of his brother 
•Edward in 'entering into such a capitulation without 
waiting his consent. It engaged him necessarily in the 
■ same risk which had so often proved fatal to the Scots, 
namely, that of periling the fate of the kingdom upon a 
general battle, in which the numbers, discipline, and 
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superior appointments of the English must ii'sure them 
an advantage^ which exjierience had shown they were far 
from possessing over tlieir northern neighbours when 
they encountered in small bodies. The king upbraided 
his brother with the temerity of his conduct ; but Ed- 
ivard, with the reckless courage which characterised him, 
defended his agreement on the usage of chivalry, and ra- 
ther seemed to triumph in having brought the protracted 
conflict between the kingdoms to the issue of a fair field. 

If Robert Bruce had finally determined to avoid the 
conflict, he had a fair excuse to do so. In the preceding 
year (1313), as we have already hinted, William de 
hlontfichet, the English governor of Dundee, had en- 
tered into terms similar to the treaty of Stirling, to sur- 
render the place unless relieved at a certain stipulated 
time. But he had broken his agreement, and resumed 
his defence, under the express injunction of Edward his 
sovereign. So that if Bruce had refused to sanction-his 
brother's agreement mth Mowbray, he might have 
fairly pleaded the example of Edward liis antagonist, 
But king Robert saw that this mode of eluding the treaty 
could not be acted upon without depressing the ■ spirits 
of his followers, and diminishing their confidence, while 
it must have lost him the services of the hasty but 
dauntless Edward, of which his cooler courage knew 
how to make the most important use. Besides, his own 
temper, though tamed by experience, was naturally 
hardy and bold, and little disposed him to avoid the 
arbitrement of battle when his character as a soldier and 
a true knight recommended Iris accepting it. To all this 
, must be added, that the prescient eye of Bruce saw and 
anticipated circumstances which, if made of due avail, 
might deprive the English of the advantage of numbers,, 
discipline, and appointments, in aU of which they might 
be expected to possess a superiority. He prepared, then, 
with the calm prudence of an accomplished and intel- 
hgent general for the mortal and decisive conflict, the 
challenge to which his brother Edward had accepted 
with the wild enthusiasm of a knight-errant. 



112 


nisTonv OF Scotland. 


CHAP, s: 


to oppose to the celebrated yeomen of England^ who 
were from childhood trained to the exercise of the how. 
This warlike implement^ of a size suited to his age^ 'was 
put into every child’s hand when five years old^ and 
afterwards gradually increased in size with the increasing 
strength of him who was to use it^ until the full-grown 
youth could manage a how of six feet long, and by 
drawing the arrow to his ear, gain purchase enough to 
discharge shafts of a cloth-yard long. For the great in- 
•cquality of iiumbers and skill betwixt the Scottish High- 
landers and English bowmen Bruce hoped also to find 
a remedy by his proposed array of battle. 

The third disadvantage at which this decisive contest 
must be fought on the part of Scotland was .the disparity 
of numbers, •which ■was very great. The commands of 
Bruce, through such jiarts of Scotland as confessed his 
sovereignty, drew together indeed a considerable force, the 
more easily collected, as Stirling -was a central situation. 
But the more distaiit districts had, during the tumult of 
civil war, become almost independent, and it is not pro- 
bable that the Bruce’s mandates had much effect on the 
remoter northern provinces. On the other hand, in the 
country to the south, and especially to the south-east of 
the borders, many great lords and barons continued to 
profess the English interest. Of these, the great earl of 
I\ larch was most distingui.shed. We may conclude from 
these reasons, that the Scottish historians are right in 
arriving at the conclusion that Bobert’s utmost exer- 
tions on this trying occasion could not collect together' 
more than about thirty thousand fighting men, tliough, 
as "was usual -with a Scottish army, there were followers 
of the camp amounting to ten thousand more, to whom, 
although usually a useless incumbrance, or rather a 
nuisance to a well-ordered army, fortune assigned on 
this occasion a singular influence on the fortune of the 
day. Bruce, thus inferior in numbers, endeavoured, like 
an able general, to compensate the disadvantage by. so 
choosing his ground as to compel the enemy to narrow 
their front of attack, and prevent them from availing 
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qiuntiy n royal rc^Tih i’.ri-. Th:*- p.'inini! wai jnrtly ojxa, 
parlly cnrtunlv'rccl « j'.h tre-.in f.ri'uji- or r-'jcsr.Mc. It 
w.'i'. occupied hy the 1'colci‘^h Htii'of h.istlr.cxtctidinr from 
routh to north, rmtl ffiuitin^ to the r.i't. Iti th?>'. j^oj- 
litui IlruccV k'ft {laid, nnd rc-ar mirht hn<c l>f‘! n 
to ,T /ally from the re- tie of Stiilin;; ; hut Mor.ltmy the 
povi-rnor'/ faith v.a'. h. yoiid unjiiciou, and the J.iii;’ wac 
not in .'ipjirclicminii tin.t hr would violate the tcimurof 
the treaty, hy wliicli !)»• w.t- l*.'Ui:d to remain in j'.a’-Mvc 
iXpccintioM of hi*, f.a'r. 'I'lie din.'t ajiproarli to the 
Scotti/h front wai protiTtr.I in .a pTiat tnea".urc hy a 
monU'S called the N* ••v-mihi 15", A hrevd:, rallccl H.an- 
nochhnrn, runninir to the t.i>-iv.‘.Trd hetwem rochy and 
preeijiinnis haid.*^, tfiVctu.aHy covered the .''rotti'.h ripht 
win;:, wliich re'.tcd iij.on it, and v..t. totaUs inaav*' ihle. 
Their left ilnnJ; wa*- ajijinrently hare, hut ua*^, in fart, 
formichahly protected in front hy n peculi.ar hind of field 
worh.*--. As the pround in that p.an of the field we*. adn]tl(ei 
for the ni.aiia-uvrc"; of cavalry, Jlriicc cau*ed ni.any rows 
of pits, three feet deep, to he dup in it. ki close to- 
gether as to suggest tile ajipcarance nf n honey comb, 
with its ranges of cells. In tliese jiii*: sharp ,‘t.ihes were 
strongly pitched, atid the njicrttires cnventl with fod so 
carefully, a,s that the condition erf the protind might 
escape ohsenalion. Cahhrops, or spikes contrived to 
lame the lior.scs, were also scattered in diflerent direc- 
tions. 

Having led liis troops into the field of coinhat, 
on the tidings of the English ajijiroach, the 2.'?d of 
June, 1314, the king of Scotland commanded his 
soldiers to arm themselves, and m g ''lanuition 
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■vvlicrc you kept Avardj” said he. Ah, Randolphj there 
is a rose fallen from your chaplet!" 

The carl of Moray was wounded by the reproach, 
and with such force as he had around him, which 


amounted to a few scores of spearmen on foot, he ad- 
vanced against Clifford to redeem his error. The 
English knight, interrupted in his purpose of gaining 
Stirling, wheeled his large body of cavalry upon Ran- 
dolph, and charged him at full speed. The earl of 
Tsioray threw his men into a circle to receive the charge, 
the front kneeling on the ground, the second stooping, 
the third standing upright, and all of them presenting 
their spears like a wall against the headlong force of tlie 
advancing cavaliers. The combat appeared so unequal 
to those who viewed it from a distance, that they consi- 
dered Randolph as lost, and Douglas requested the king's 
assistance to fetch him off. " It may not be,” said the 
Rrucc ; " Randolph must pay the ])cnalty of his indis- 
cretion. I will not disorder my line of battle for him.” 
— “ Ah, noble king,” said Douglas, “my heart cannot 
suffer me to see Randolph perish for lack of aid and 
with a permission half extorted from the king, half 
assumed by himself, Douglas inarched to his defence ; 
but upon approaching the scene of conflict, the little body 
of Randoljdi was seen emerging like a rock in the waves, 
from which the English cavalry were rctreating^ on every 
side with broken ranks, like a repelled tide. “ Hold and 
halt 1" said the Douglas to his followers; “we are come 
too late to aid them ; let us not lessen the victorv' thev 
have won by aflecting to claim a share in it.” 'Snsen ('■ 


is remembered that Douglas and lUr.doIph were 
for fame, this is one of the bright touches which 
iniuate and adorn the history cf tho-A of whih: 
hlood and devastation arc the 

.'\nother preliminary even: txc place the sarrf 
ing. Bniee him-^tlf, moanted a small hrr- 

pony, was nUin:ively ir.anhahirg the rar.k^^ cf 
guard. lie carried a bct!i-;-t-:e fr. Li- Lr'h 
diMinguidnd to frluc-l Ir.d c-.e;;.y bv a rm---''- 
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remainder of the English troops, consisting of nine 
battles or separate divisions, were so straitened by 
the narrowness of the ground, that, to the eye of the 
Scots, they seemed to form one very large body, 
gleaming with flashes of armour, and dark with the 
number of banners wbich floated over them. Edward 
himself commanded this tremendous array, and in 
order to guard his person was attended by four liun- 
dred chosen men at arms. Immetliately around the 
king waited sir Aymcr de Valence, that earl of Pem- 
broke who defeated Bruce at Methven wood, but was 
now to see a very diflerent day, sir Giles de Argentine, a 
knight of Saint John of Jerusalem, who was accounted, 
for his deeds in Palestine and elsewhere, one of the 
best knights that lived, and sir Ingram Umfraville, an 
Anglicised Scottishman, also famed for his skill in 
arms. 

As the Scottish saw the immense display of their 
enemies rolling towards them like a surpng ocean, they 
were called on to join in an appeal to Heaven against 
the strength of human foes. IMaurice, the abbot of 
Inchaffray, bare-headed and bare-footed, walked along 
the Scottish line, and conferred his benediction on the 
soldiers, who knelt to receive it, and to worship the i)ower 
in whose name it was bestowed. 

During this time the king of England was c^uestion- 
ing Umfraville about the purpose of his opponents. 
“ Win they,” said Edward, “ abide battle ?” — " They 
assuredly iviU,” replied Umfraville; "and to engage 
them ivith advantage, your highness were best order a 
seeming retreat, and draw them out of their strong 
ground." Edward rejected this counsel, and observing 
tlie Scottish soldiers kneeUdown, joyfully exclaimed, 
" They crave mercy." — " It is from Heaven, not from 
your highness,” answered Umfraville : " on that field 
they will win or die.” The king then commanded the 
charge to be sounded and the attack to take place. 

' The earls of Gloucester and Hereford charged the 
Scots left wing, under Edward Bruce, with their men 

1 3 
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at arms; but some rivalry between these two great lords 
induced them to hurry to the charge with more of emu- 
lation than of discretion, and arriving at the shock dis- 
ordered and out of breath, they w’ere unable to force the 
deep ranks of the spearmen. IVIany horses were thrown 
down, and their masters left at the mercy of the enemy. 
The other three divisions of the Scottish army attacked 
the mass of the English infantry, who resisted courage- 
ously. The English archers, as at the battle of Falkirk, 
now’ began to show’ their formidable skill, at the ex- 
pense of the Scottish spearmen ; but for this Bruce was 
prepared. He commanded sir Robert Keith, the mar- 
shal of Scotland, with those four hundred men at arms 
wiiom he had kept in reserve for the purpose, to make 
a circuit and charge the Engbsh bowmen in the flank. 
Tin's w-as done with a celerity and precision which dis- 
persed the w’hole archery, w’ho having neither stakes or 
other barrier to keep off tlie horse, nor long w’eapons to 
repel them, w’erc cut down at pleastrre, and almost mth- 
out resistance. 

The battle continued to rage, but ■with disadvantage 
to the English. The Scottish archers had now an op- 
portunity of galling their infantry without opposition; 
and it w’ould appear that king Edward could find no 
means of bringing any part of his numerous centre or 
rearguard to the support of those in the front, w’ho were 
engaged at disadvantage. The cause seems to have been, 
that his army consisting in a great measure of horse, 
a space of ground was wanted for the squadrons to act 
in di'visions and with due order ; and though there are 
cases in which masses of infantry may possess a kind 
of order, even when in a manner heaped together, this 
can never be the case with cavalry, the efficacy of whose 
movements must always depend on each horse ha'vmg 
room for free exertion. 

Bruce, seeing the confusion thicken, now placed him- 
self at the head of the reserve, and addressing Angus of 
the Isles in the words, “ My hope is constant in thee, 
rushed into the engagement, foUowed by aU the troops 
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against the rictorious ScotSj and was slain, according to 
his ■wish, mth his face to the enemy. JEdward must 
have been bewildered in the confusion of the field, for 
instead of directing his course southerly to Linlithgow, 
from which he came, he rode northward to Stirling, 
and demanded admittance. Philip de Mowbray, the 
governor, remonstrated against tliis rash step, remind- 
ing the unfortunate prince that he was obliged by his 
treaty to surrender the castle next day, as not having 
been relieved according to the conditions. 

Edward was therefore obliged to take the southern 
road, and he must have made a considerable circuit 
to avoid the Scottish army. He was however discovered 
on his retreat, and pursued by Douglas tvith sixty horse, 
who were all that could be mustered for the service. A 
circumstance happened in tlie chase which illustrates 
what we have formerly said of the Ught and easy manner 
in wliich a Scottish baron's allegiance at this period hung 
upon him. In crossing the Tor- wood, Douglas met 
■with sir Laurence Abemethy, who -with a small body of 
horsemen was hastening to join king Edward and his 
array. But learning from Douglas that the English 
army was destroyed and dispersed, and the king a fugi- 
tive, sir Laurence Abemethy was easily persuaded to 
vmitehis forces with those of Douglas, and ride in pur- 
suit of the prince to aid and defend whom he had tliat 
morning buckled on his sword and moimted his horse. 
The king, by a rapid and continued flight through a 
country in which his misfortimes must have changed 
many friends into enemies, at length gained the castle of 
Dunbar, where he was hospitably received by the earl 
of March. From Dunbar Edward escaped almost alone 
to Berwick in a fishing sldfi^ having left behind him the 
finest army a king of England ever commanded. 

The quantity of spoil gained by the victors at the 
battle of Bannockburn was inestimable, and the ransoms 
paid by the prisoners largely added to the mass of 
treasure. Five near relations to the Bruce, namely, 
his wife, her sister Christian, his daughter Marjory, 
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tlie bishop of Glasgow (“Wishart), and the young earl 
of Mar, the king’s nephew, were exchanged against the 
earl of Hereford, high constable of England. 

The Scottish loss was very small. Sir "iViUiam Vipont 
and sir Walter Ross were the only persons of consider- 
ation slain. Sir Edward Bruce is said to have been 
so much attached to the last of these knights as to have 
expressed his wish tliat the battle had remained un- 
fought, so Ross had not died. 

As a lesson of tactics, the Scots might derive from 
this great action principles on which they might have 
gained many other victories. Robert Bruce had shown 
them that he could rid the phalanx of Scottish spear- 
men of the fatal annoyance of the English archery, and 
that, secured against their close and continued voUies of 
arrows, the infantry could experience little danger from 
the furious charge of tlie men at arms. Yet in no bat- 
tle, save that of Bannockburn, do we observe the very 
obvious movement of dispersing the bo^vmen by means 
of light horse ever thought of, or at least adopted; al- 
though it is ob\'ious that the same charge wliich drove 
the English archers from the field might have enabled 
the bowmen of Scotland to come into the action, with 
unequal powers, perhaps, but with an effect which might 
have been formidable when unopposed. 

But if, in a strategical point of view, the field of 
Bannockburn was lost on the Scottish nation, they 
derived from It a lesson of pertinacity in national defence 
which they never afterwards forgot during the course of 
their remaining a separate people. They had seen, before 
the battle of Bannockburn, the light of national freedom 
reduced to the last spark, their patriots slain, their laws 
reversed, their monuments plundered and destroyed, 
their prince an excommunicated outlaw, who could not 
find in the wildernesses of his country a cave dark and 
inaccessible enough to shelter his head ; aU this they had 
seen in 1306: and so completely had ten years of resist- 
ance changed the scene, that the same prince rode over 
a field of victory a triumphant sovereign, the first nobles 
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imi\ iiv ^^lccwv (kjicTtd tipotj the ir.anitrr I'ti tvhirh if 
f^overiijncut iv ndiiiiitiAitnil aiitl ilv ri“'ntirrcf. tliti rteth 
The imlnUnfc with which Kthtanl H. hail litnnnoal 
the aflhir^ of Ihiokud, hiv tiejtlcci of the Scotliih war, 
while supjtorU'tl sthiioit in ijnle of every rpecie' of stiju- 
riority hy the talcnta of I’nice ami thon' whom hi^ p iauv 
had t-uniiiioned t»t nnn>; — this oripiial error, followcil 
hy thepre.-tt anil tlceiMve failure which the Kn;;ii‘h l.injt 
hail experienced in his final attempt to ermh tlte me my 
after he had become too j-tronj' for his eflort'., prodncetl 
an efll'ct on ihepiihlic mind ihroiiph Knplnnd.whicli, did 
we not find it recorded hy her own historians, wc Could 
hardly reconcile to the triimipliK of the same pioplc in 
the past reipn of Kdwnrd 1., and the (ulocijnent one 
of Edward 111, “ A liiindrod KngHFh," says M'aKing- 
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It is probable that Robert’s acquaintance mtb Ins 
brother Edward’s martial character and experience in 
war incbned him to give his assent that he and Ins 
issue shoidd occupy the throne, rather than expose the 
unsettled state to the government of a female, by de- 
volving it upon his own daughter. But there is also 
reason to believe that the monarch was suspicious that 
the fiery valour and irregular ambition of Edward 
would lead him to dispute the right of his daughter ; 
and king Robert was willing to spare Scotland the 
risk of a disputed claim to the throne, found by ex- 
perience to be the inlet of so many evils, even at the 
sacrifice of postponing the right of his own daughter. 
If this he the ground of the arrangement, it is an addi- 
tional instance of the paternal regard which the great 
Bruce bore to the nation whose monarchy he had re- 
stored, and whose independence he had asserted. 

But Edward Brace’s ambition was too impatient to 
wait till the succession to the Scottish crown should be- 
come open to him by the death of his brother, when an 
opportunity seemed to offer itself which offered a pro- 
spect of instantly gaining a kingdom by the sword. Tliis 
occurred when a party of Irish chiefs, discontented with 
the rule of the English invaders, sent an invitation to 
Edward Brace to come over with a force adequate to 
expel the English from Ireland, and assume the sceptre 
of that fair island. By consent of king Robert, ivlio was 
pleased to make a diversion against England upon a vul- 
nerable point, and not, perhaps, sorry to be rid of a 
restless spirit, which became impatient in the lack of 
employment, Edward invaded Ireland at the head 
force of six thousand Scots. He fought many b 
and gained them all. He became master of the p ■ 
of Ulster, and was solemnly crowned king of li' 
but found himself amid his successes obliged to i - 
die assistance of king Robert with fresh supplies 
the impetuous Edward, who never spared his c,v ■ 
son, was equally reckless of exposing his foIJc 
and Ins successes were misfortunes, in so far 
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1mm, would not be ashamed to fly from three or four 
private Scottish soldiers^ so much had they lost then 
national courage.” 

'I'lirice within twelve months Scottish armies, com- 
manded hy James Douglas and Edward Bruce, broke 
into the English frontiers, and ravaged them with fire 
and sword, executing great cruelties on the unfortu- 
nate inhabitants, forcing the few who could so escape 
to take shelter under the fortifications of Berwick, 
Newcastle, or Carlisle, all strong towns, carefully forti- 
fied, and numerously garrisoned. 

Meantime commissioners on both sides had met with 
a ])roposal for peace ; but the Scots, on the one hand, 
were elated with success, and on the other the national 
Hjiirit of the English would not agree to the conditions 
which they projiosed, and the negotiation was therefore 
broken ofl'. The war continued with mutual animosity, 
though much more cflcctually carried on by the Scots, 
who wasted the northern frontiers with unceasing ra- 
yiiges, which were hardly encountered or repaid either 
hy resistance or retaliation. In the mean time a famine 
Hju'cad its ravages through both countries, and added its 
terrors to those of the sword, which, by scaring away 
the jicasants and destroying the agricultural produce, had 
done much to create this new scourge. 

In the estates or parliament of Scotland, be- 

thinking themselves of the evils sustained by the nation 
at the (loath of Alexander III., through the uncertainty 
of the succession to the crown, entered into an act of 
settlement, by Avhich Edward, the king’s brother, we 
may suppose upon the ancient principles of the Scottish 
nation, was called to the throne in case of Robert’s 
decease without heirs male; and Edward or his issue 
failing, the succession was assured to king Robert’s only 
child, Marjory, and her descendants. The princess was 
immediately married toM^altcr, the high-steward of Scot- 
land, and the heir of tliat auspicious marriage having 
succeeded in a subsequent generation to the throne of Scot- 
land, their descendants now sit upon that of Britain. 
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It is probable that Robert’s acquaintance with his 
brother Edward’s martial character and experience in 
war inclined him to give his assent that he and his 
issue should occupy the thronej rather than expose the 
unsettled state to the government of a female^ by de- 
volving it upon his own daughter. But there is also 
reason to beheve that the monarch was suspicious that 
the fiery valour and irregular ambition of Edward 
would lead liim to dispute the right of his daughter ; 
and king Robert was willing to spare Scotland the 
risk of a disputed claim to the throne^ found by ex- 
perience to be the inlet of so many evils, even at the 
sacrifice of postponing tlie right of his own daughter. 
If this be the ground of the arrangement, it is an addi- 
tional instance of the paternal regard which the great 
Bruce bore to the nation whose monarchy he had re- 
stored, and whose independence he had asserted. 

But Edward Bruce’s ambition was too impatient to 
wait till the succession to the Scottish crown should be- 
come open to him by the death of his brother, when an 
opportunity seemed to offer itself which offered a pro- 
spect of instantly gaining a kingdom by tbe sword. This 
occurred when a party of Irish chiefs, discontented with 
the rule of tbe English invaders, sent an invitation to 
Edward Bruce to come over with a force adequate to 
expel the Enghsh from Ireland, and assume the sceptre 
of that fair island. By consent of king Robert, who was 
pleased to make a diversion against England upon a vul- 
nerable point, and not, perhaps, sorry to be rid of a 
restless spirit, which became impatient in the lack of 
employment, Edward invaded Ireland at the head of a 
force of six thousand Scots. He fought many battles, 
and gained them aU. He became master of the province 
of Ulster, and was solemnly crowned king of Ireland ; 
but found himself 'amid his successes obliged to intreat 
the assistance of king Robert with fresh supplies; for 
tbe impetuous Edward, who never spared his own per- 
son, was equally reckless of exposing his fohovvers ; 
and his successes were misfortunes, in so far as they 
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wasted the brave men with whose lives they were pur- 
chased. 

Robert Bruce led supplies to his brother’s assistance, 
with an army which enabled him to overrun Ireland, 
but without gaining any permanent advantage. He 
threatened Dublin, and penetrated as far as Limerick 
in the west, but was compelled, by scarcity of provisions, 
to retire again into Ulster, in the spring of 1317. He 
shortly after returned to Scotland, leaving a part of his 
troops with Edward, though probably convinced that 
his brother was engaged in a desperate and fruitless 
enterprise, where he could not rely on the faith of his 
Irish subjects, as he termed them, or the steadiness of 
their troops, while Scotland was too much exhausted to 
supply him with new armies of auxiliaries. 

After his brother’s departure, Edward’s career of 
ambition was closed at the battle of Dundalk, where, 
October 5th, 1318, fortune at length failed a warrior 
who had tried her patience by so many hazards. On 
that fatal day he encountered, against the advice of 
his officers, an Anglo-Irish army ten times more 
numerous than his own. A strong champion among 
the English, named John Maupas, singling out the 
person of Edward, slew him, and received death at 
his hands : their bodies were found stretched upon 
each other in the field of battle. The victors ungene- 
rously mutilated the body of him before whom most of 
them had repeatedly fled. A general officer of the Scots, 
called John Thomson, led back the remnant of the 
Scottish force to their own country. And thus ended 
the Scottish invasion of Ireland, with the loss of many 
brave soldiers, whom their country afterwards severely 
missed in her hour of need. 

315 . Meanwhile some important events had taken place in 
Scotland while these Irish campaigns were in progress. 
The king, whose attention was much devoted to nautical 
matters, had threatened the English coast with a dis- 
embarkation at several points. lie had also destroyed 
what authority his ancient and mortal foe, John of 
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Lorn, still retained in tlie Hebrides, made him prisoner, 
and consigned him to the castle of Loch Leven, where 
he died in captivity. New efforts to disturb the English 
frontiers revived the evils of those unhappy countries. 
In 1316, Robert, at the head of a considerable army, 
penetrated into Yorkshire, and destroyed the country as 
far as Richmond, which only escaped the flames by 
paying a ransom. But an assault upon Berwick, and 
an attempt to storm Carlisle, Avere both successfully 
resisted by the English garrisons. 

During the time that Robert Bruce was in Ireland 
with his brother, the English on their side made several 
attempts on the borders. But though the king was 
absent, Douglas and Stewart defended the frontiers with 
the most successful valour. 

A remarkable action was fought hear a manor called 
Linthaughlee, about two miles above Jedburgh. James 
Douglas was lying at this place, which is on the banks 
of the Jed, and then surrounded by the forest land 
called Jed-wood, which stretches away towards the 
English border. Here he heard that the earl of Arun- 
del, having in his company sir Thomas de Richmond, 
earl of Britany, rvith an English force of ten thousand 
men, was advancing from Northumberland to take him 
by surprise. Douglas (as had been said of one of his 
ancestors) was never found asleep by his enemies, being 
as vigilant as he rvas sagacious and brave. He imme- 
diately resolved to be beforehand with the invaders. 
Having selected a strait passage in the line of march of 
the English earls, he caused the copse-wood on each side 
to be Avrought into a sort of empalement or stockade, 
forming a defile, through Avhich the road must pass, 
and greatly adding to its natural difficulties. He placed 
his archers in ambush near this place ; and when the 
English had engaged themselves in the narroAV path- 
Avay he poured on them a volley of arrows, and charged 
them Avith the utmost fury. As the English could not 
form themseNes into order, either for advance or for 
retreat, they Avere thrown into confusion, and compelled 
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to fly. It was the peculiarity of Douglas to unite the 
personal courage and adventurous spirit of a knight-errant 
with the calm skill and deliberation of an accomplished 
leader. He threw himself headlong into the melee, sin- 
gled out the earl of Britany, and^ grappling with him, 
stabbed him to the heart with his dagger, Douglas 
carried off* a fur hat which the unfortunate earl wore 
above his helmet, as a trophy of his valour and success. 
The house, of Douglas still wreath the escutcheon of 
their family with the representation of an empalement 
or barrier of young trees, in memory of the stratagem 
successfully employed by the good lord James at Lint- 
haughlee. 

1317. Edmund de Caillou, a French knight, lay about the 
same time in the garrison of Berwick, being created go- 
vernor of that town. With the enterprise of his country- 
men, he boasted he would drive a prey from Scotland. 
Accordingly he sallied forth with a band of Gascons like 
himself ; but as they were returning with a great spoil 
they were intercepted by Douglas, and Caillou lost his 
booty and life. Sir Robert Neville was also in Berwick. 
He upbraided such of the Gascons as escaped from the 
field with cowardice ; and as the crest-fallen Frenchmen 
pleaded the irresistible prowess of Douglas, Neville 
proudly expressed a wish to see the Scottish chieftain’s 
banner displayed, averring he would himself give battle 
wherever he beheld it. This vaunt reached the ears of 
Douglas, and shortly after the formidable banner was 
seen in the neighbourhood of Berwick, where tlie smoke 
of blazing hamlets marked its presence. Robert Neville 
collected his forces, and sallied out to make good, like a 
. true knight, the words that he had spoken. Douglas no 
sooner saw him issue from the town than he went straight 
to the encounter. NeviUe and his men fought bravely, 
and the English champion met Douglas hand to hand. 
But the skiU, strength, and fortune of the Scottish hero 
were predominant. Neville feU by the sword of Douglas, 
and his men were defeated. 

Another military incident shows that the spirit of the 
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Iving, whicli called fortli and animated the talents of 
Douglas, coidd awaken a congenial desire of honour even 
in men whose profession removed them from arms or 
battle. An attempt of Edward II. to retaliate the 
aggressions of the Scottish, was made by sending a fleet 
into the firth of Forth, and disembarking a considerable 
body of troops at Duniehrissle on the Fife coast. The 
sheritf collected about five hundred Scottish horse, who 
went to reconnoitre the invaders ; but, thinking them- 
selves unequal to the task of resisting, they retreated 
precipitately. They were met, as they were riding off in 
disorder, by William Sinclair, bishop of Dunkeld, a man 
hardy of heart and tall of person, who resided near the 
coast. “ Out upon you for false knights, whose spurs 
should be stricken from your heels ! ” said the prelate to 
the fugitive sheriff and his followers ; then catching a 
spear from the soldier next him, IVlio loves Scotland,” 
he said, “ let him follow me !” The daring bishop then 
led a desperate charge against the English, who had 
not completed their disembarkation, and were driven 
hack to their ships with loss, inien Bruce heard of 
the prelate’s gallantry, he declared Sinclair should here- 
after be his bishop, and by the name of the king’s 
bishop he was long distinguished. 

Our history has so long conducted us through an un- 
varying recital of scenes of war and battle, that we feel 
a relief in being called to consider some intrigues of a 
more peaceful character, which place the sagacity of 
Robert Bruce -in as remarkable a point of view as his 
bravery. The king of England, suffering by the conti- 
nuation of a war which distressed him on all points, 
yet unwilling to purchase peace by the sacrifices which 
the Scots demanded, fell on the scheme of procuring a 
■truce without loss of dignity by the intervention of the 
pope. John XXII., then supreme pontiff, was induced, 
by the English influence, assuming, it is said, the inte- 
resting complexion of gold, to issue a bull, commanding 
a two years’ peace betwixt England and Scotland. Two 
cardinals were intrusted with this document, with 
VOIi. I. K. 
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orders to pass to the nations which it concerned^ and 
there make it known. These dignitaries of the churcli 
had also letters^ both sealed and patent^ addressed to 
both kings. And privately they were invested with 
powers of fulminating a sentence of excommunication 
against the king of Scots, his brother Edward, and 
any others of their adlierents whom they might think 
fit. The cardinals, arrived in England, despatched two 
nuncios to Scotland, the bishop of Corbeil and a priest 
called Aumori, to deliver the pope’s letters to the Scot- 
tish king. For comfort and dignity in their journey, 
these two reverend nuncios set out northwards, in the 
train of Lewis de Beaumont, bishop elect of Durham, 
who was passing to his diocese to receive consecration. 
But within a stage of Durham the whole party was sur- 
prised by a number of banditti, commanded by two 
robber knights, called Middleton and Selby, who, from 
being soldiers, had become chiefs of outlaws. Undeter- 
red by the sacred character of the churchmen, they rifled 
them to the last farthing, and dismissing the nuncios on 
their journey to Scotland, carried away the bishop elect, 
whom they detained a captive till they extorted a ransom 
so large, that the plate and jewels of the cathedral were 
necessarily sold to defray it. 

Disheartened by so severe a welcome to the scene of 
hostilities, the nuncios at length came before Bruce, and 
presented the pope’s letters. Those which were open 
he commanded to be read, and listened to the contents 
with much respect. But, ere opening the sealed epis- 
tles, he observed, that they were addressed not to the 
king, but to lord Robert Bruce, governor in Scot- 


land. These,” he said, I will not receive nor open. 
I have subjects of my own name, and some of them 
may have a share in the government. For such the- 
holy father’s letters may be designed, but they cannot be 
intended for me, who am sovereign of Scotland.” The 
nuncios endeavoured to apologise, by alleging it was not 
the custom of the church to prejudice the right of either 
party during the dependency of a controversy by any 
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■word or expression. It is I, not Ed'ward/’ said- 
Bruce, " "who am prejudiced by the conduct of the holy 
church. My spiritual mother does me ■wrong in re- 
fusing to give me the name of king, under -which I am 
obeyed by my people; and but that I reverence our 
mother church, I should answer you differently.” The 
nuncios had no alternative but to retire and report their 
answer to the cardinals. These dignitaries resolved, 
at all risks, to execute the pope’s commission, by pub- 
lishing the bulls and instruments. But not caring to 
trust their reverend persons across the border, they con- 
fided to Adam Newton, father guardian of the friars 
minorite of Berwick, the momentous and somewhat 
perilous task of communicating to Robert Bruce what 
they had no reason to think would be agreeable 
•tidings. 

Father Newton acted as a man of due caution. He did 
not intrust himself or the documents within Scottish 
ground until he had obtained an especial safe conduct. 
The bulls and papal instruments were then produced to 
Bruce and his council ; but finding the title of king was 
withheld from him, Robert refused to listen to or open 
them, and returned them to the bearer with the utmost 
contempt. The father guardian next attempted to pro- 
claim the papal truce for two years. But the military 
hearers received the intimation ivith such marks of anger 
and contempt, that Newton began to fear they would 
not confine the expressions of their displeasure to words 
or gestures. He prayed earnestly that he might either 
have licence to pass forwards into Scotland for the pur- 
pose of holding conference with some of the Scottish pre- 
lates, or at least that he might have safe conduct for his 
return to Berwick. Both requests were refused, and the 
unlucky father guardian was commanded to be gone at 
his own proper peril. The reader ■will anticipate the con- 
sequences. The friar on his return fell into the hands 
of four outlaws, who stripped him of his- papers and 
despatches, tore, it is said, the pope’s bull, doubtless to 
prevent that copy at least from being made use of, and 
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sent him back to Berwick unhurt^ indeed^ but sorely 
frightened. It is diverting enough to find that the guar- 
dian surmised thatj by some means or otheij the docu- 
ments he was intrusted with had fallen into the hands of 
the lord Robert Bruce and his accomplices. It was thus 
that with a mixture of firmness and dexterity Bruce 
eluded a power which it would not have been politic to 
oppose directlyj and baffled the attempts of this servile 
pontiff to embarrass him by spiritual opposition. 

TlTien father Adam Newton delivered his message, 
or rather proffered to deliver it, to Robert Bruce, the 
Scottish king was lying with a body of troops in the 
wood of Old Cambus, where he was secretly maturing an 
important enterprise. Of all Edward the first's northern 
conquests Berwick alone remained ivitb his unfortunate 
son. Its importance as a commercial depot was great; 
as a garrison and frontier town, greater still, since it gave 
whichever kingdom possessed it the means of invau- 
ing the other at pleasure. For this reason Edward I 
had secured and garrisoned the toivn and castle with 
great care ; and Edward II., careless of his father’s pre- 
cepts and policy in many respects, had adhered to his 
example in watching the security of Berwick with a 
jealous eye. A governor was placed in the town, who 
exercised such rigorous discipline as gave offence to 
the citizens of Berwick. A burgess named Spalding, 
of Scottish extraction probably, if we may judge by 
his name, and certainly married to a Scottish woman, was 
so much offended at some hard usage which he had re- 
ceived from the English governor, that he resolved, in 
revenge, to betray the place to Robert Bruce. For this 
purpose he communicated his plan to the earl of March, 
who had abandoned the English interest and become 
a good Scotsman. His correspondent carried the pro- 
posal to the king. " You did well to let me know 
this,” said the Bruce, with a shrewdness which shows 
bis acquaintance udth the nature of mankind and the 
character of his generals ; Douglas and Randolph arc 

emulous of glory, and if you had intrusted one of them 
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CHAP. XII. 

PBEPARATIOKS OF EDWARD TO INVADE SCOTI.AND. INCURSIONS 

OF THE SCOTS INTO LANCASHIRE. THE ENGLISH ENTER SCOT- 

UIND. ROBERT BRUCE LAYS WASTE THE COUNTRY, AND AVOIDS 

BATTLE. THE ENGLISH ARE OBLIGED TO RETREAT. — ROBERT 

INVADES ENGLAND IN TURN. — DEFEATS THE KING OF 

ENGLAND AT BILAND ABBEY. TREASON AND EXECUTION OF 

SIR ANDREW HARTCLA. TRUCE FOR THIRTEEN TEARS. 

Randolph’s negotiation with the pope. — settlement 

OF THE CROW.N OF SCOTLAND. DEPOSITION OF EDV.’ARD II. 

ROBERT DETERMINES TO BREAK THE TRUCE UNDER CHAROFS 

OF INFRACTION BY ENGLAND. EDWARD HI. ASSEMBLED! HIS 

ARJIY AT YORK, WITH A FORMID.ABLE BODY OF AUXILIARIES. 

DOUGLAS AND RANDOLPH ADVANCE INTO NORTHU.MBER- 

LAND AT THE HEAD OF A LICHT-ARMED ARMY. EDWARD 

MARCHES AS FAR AS THE TYNE WITHOUT BEING ABLE TO 
FIND THE SCOTS. — A REWARD PUBLISHED TO WHOMSOEVER 
SHOULD BRING TIDINGS OF THEIR MOTIONS. — IT IS CLAISIED 

EY THOMAS OF ROKEBY. THE SCOTS ARE FOUND IN AN 

INACCESSIBLE POSITION, AND THEY REFUSE BATTLE. THE 

SCOTS SHIFT THEIR ENCAMPMENT TO STANHOPE PARK. — 

DOUGLAS ATTACKS THE ENGLISH BY NIGHT. THE SCOTS 

RETREAT, AND THE ENGLISH ARMY IS DISMISSED. THE SCOTS 

SUDDENLY AGAIN INVADE ENGLAND A PACIFICATION TAKES 

PLACE ; ITS PARTICULAR ARTICLES. II.LNFAS AND DEATH 

OF BRUCE. THOUGHTS ON HIS LIFE AND CHARACTER. EF- 

FECTS PRODUCED ON THE CHARACTER OF THE SCOTS DURING 
HIS REIGN. 

Kino Edward made extensive preparations for a 
campaign on a great scale : he sent for soldiers, arms, 
and provisions to Aquitaine and the other* French pro- 
vinces belonging to England, and obtained the consent 
of parliament for a large levy of forces, upon the scale of 
one man from each village and hamlet in England, idth 
a proportional number from market-towns and cities. 
Subsidies were also granted to a large extent, for de- 
fraying the expenses of the expedition. But while 
Edward was making preparations, the Scots were already 
in action. Randolph broke into the west marches with 
those troops to whom the road was become familiar; ami 
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which^ in an armyj seldom fails to bring its own punisli- 
ment. When the English soldiersj after much want and 
privation, regained their own land of plenty, they in- - 
dulged in it so intemperately, that sixteen thousand died 
of inflammation of the bowels, and others had their 
constitutions broken for life. 

Robert Bruce hastened to retaliate the invasion which 
he had not judged it prudent to meet and repel. He 
pushed across the Tweed at the head of his army, and 
made an attempt upon Norham castle, in which he failed. 
He learnt, however, that the king of England was reposing 
and collecting forces at Biland Abbey, near Malton ; 
and as the Scots, although they fought on foot, generally 
used in their journeys small horses of uncommon strength 
and hardihood, Robert, by a forced march, suddenly and 
unexpectedly placed himself in front of the English 
army. But they were admirably drawn up on the ridge 
of a hUl, accessible only by a single, narrow, and diflScult 
ascent. Bruce commanded Douglas to storm the English 
position. As he advanced to the attack, he was joined 
by Randolph, who with four squires volunteered to 
fight under his command. Sir Thomas Ughtred and 
sir Ralph Cobham, who were stationed in advance of 
the English army to defend the pass, made a violent and 
bloody opposition. But Bruce, as at the battle of Crua- 
chan-Ben, turned the English position by means of a body 
of Highlanders accustomed to mountain warfare, who 
climbed the ridge at a distance from the scene of ac- 
tion, and attacked the flank and rear of the English 
position. Ring Edward with the utmost difficulty 
escaped to Bridlington, leaving behind him his equi- 
page, baggage, and treasure.' John of Bretagne, earl of 
Richmond, and Henry de Sully, grand butler of France, 
were made prisoners. It seems the earl had, upon some 
late occasion, spoken discourteously of Bruce, who made 
a distinction betwixt him and the other French cap- 
tives, ordering Richmond into close custody, and re- 
cognising in the others honourable knights, who sought 
adventures and battles from no iU-wiU to him, but merely 
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. Bruce had now leisure to direct his thoughts towards 
acliicving peace with Home ; for his being in the state of 
excommunication, Uiough a circumstance little regarded 
in his own dominions, must have operated greatly to 
his disadvantage in his intercourse with other states and 
kingdoms of Europe. The king despatched to Home 
his nephew, the celebrated Randolph earl of Moray, 
who conducted the negotiation with such tact and dex- 
terity, that he induced the pope to address a bull to his 
royal relation under the long-withheld title of king of 
Scotland. The delicacy of the discussion was so great, 
tliat we are surprised to find a northern warrior, who 
scarce had breathed any air save that of the battle- 
field, capable of encountering and attaining the advan- 
tage over the subtle Italian priest in his own art of diplo- 
macy. But the qualities which form a military character 
of the highest order are the same with those of the con- 
summate politician. Shrewdness to arrange plans of at- 
tack, prudence to foresee and obviate those of his anta- 
gonist, perfect composure and acuteness in discerning 
and seizing every opportunity of advantage, hold an 
equal share in the composition of both. The king of ■ 
England was extremely displeased with the pope, and 
intrigued so mucli at Rome to resume his influence, and 
use it to the prejudice of Robert, that his private ma- 
cliinations there were afterwards alleged by tlie Scots as 
the cause of tbeir breaking the long truce which had 
been concluded between the countries. 

Randolph's talents for negotiation were also displayed 
in cflecting a league between Scotland and France, wlfich 
the circumstances of the times seemed strongly to recom- 
mend, and which was entered into accordingly. This 
French alliance was productive of events very preju- 
dicial to Scotland in after-ages, often involving tlie 
country in war with England, when the interests of the 
nation would have strongly recommended neutrality. 
But these evil consequences were not so strongly ap- 
parent as the immediate advantage of securing the assist- 
ance and stipport of a wealthy and powerful nation, who 
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remains of the earl of Lancastef’s party in the state had 
now arranged themselves under the ambitious queen 
Isabella and her minion Mortimer^ and accomplished 
the overthrow of Edward tl;e second’s power, which the 
same faction had in vain attempted under Lancaster and 
Ilartcla. The unfortunate king, more weak than wilful, 
then executed a compulsory resignation in favour of his 
son Edward III., and, thus dethroned, was imprisoned, 
and finally most cruelly murdered. 

It is probable that Robert Bruce was determined to 
take advantage of the confusion occasioned by this con- 
vulsion in England, to infringe the truce and renew the 
war, with the purpose of compelling an advantageous 
peace. For this he wanted not sufficiently fair pretexts, 
though it may he doubted whether he would have made 
use of them had not the opportunity for renewing the 
war, "with a kingdom governed by a boy and divided by 
factions, seemed so particularly inviting. His ostensible 
motives, however, were, that, although an article of the 
treaty at Thorpe, confirmed at Berwick, provided that 
the spiritual excommunication pronounced against Bruce 
should be suspended till the termination of the truce, 
yet Edward, by underhand measures at the court of 
Rome, had endeavoured to prejudice the cause of the 
Scottish king with the pontiff, and obstruct, if possible, 
the important object of his reconciliation with Rome. 
It was also alleged on the part of Scotland, that the En- 
glish cruisers had infringed the truce, by interrupting 
the commerce between Flanders and Scotland, and par- 
ticularly by the capture of various merchant vessels, for 
which no indemnity could be obtained. 

The truth seems to be, tliat Robert, having these 
causes or pretences for breaking off tlie truce, was desir- 
ous to avail himself of the opportunity afforded by tlie 
internal disturbances of England to bring matters to a 
final issue, and either to resume the war at a period 
Avhich. promised advantage, or obtain a distinct recogni- 
tion of the independence of Scotland, and an acknow- 
ledgment of Ids own title to tlie crowm. Froissart and 
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Other historians have intimated that the Scottish king 
desired also to avail himself of the opportunity to obtain 
in permanent sovereignty some part of the northern pro- 
vinces of England. It is highly probable such a claim was 
stated and founded upon the possession of these counties by 
the Scottish kings in David I.’s time, and before it. But 
it was probably mentioned in the usual policy of nego- 
tiators, who state their demands high that there may be 
room for concession. The serious prosecution of such a 
design neither accords with the Bruce^s policy nor with 
his actual conduct. He well knew that Northumberland 
and Cumberland, over which Scotland had once a claim, 
were now become a part of England, and attached to that 
country by all the ties of national predilection, and that 
although a right to them might be conceded in an hour 
of distress, it would only create a perpetual cause of war 
for their recovery, when England should regain its supe- 
riority. Accordingly, in aU his inroads, Bruce treated 
the border districts as part of England, to be plundered 
by his flying armies, while he never took measures either 
to conciliate the inhabitants or secure and garrison any 
places of strength for the appropriation of the country. 
The line drawn betwixt the Tweed and Solway afforded 
to Scotland a strong frontier, which any advance to the 
southward must have rendered a weak and unprotected 
one. Accordingly, when triumphant in the war which 
he undertook, the sagacious Robert did not make any 
proposal for enlarging the territory of Scotland, while 
he took every means for insuring her independence. 

Negotiations for continuing the truce, or converting 
it into a final peace, which seems the point aimed at by 
Bruce, were finally broken off between the two king- 
doms; and Edward III., already, though in early youth, 
animated by the martial spirit .which no king of Eng- 
land possessed more strongly, appointed his forces to 
meet at Newcastle before the 29th of May, 1527, al- 
leging that the king of Scotland had convoked his, army 
to assemble at that day upon the borders, in breach ot 
the truce concluded at Thorpe. The rendezvous took 
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place, however, at York, where a nohle army convened 
under command of the young king, the future hero of 
Cressy, to which magnificent host had been added, at the 
expense of a large subsidy, five hundred men at arms 
from Hainault, who were then reckoned the best soldiers 
in Europe. With the archers and light horse attendant 
on each man at arms, the number of these auxiliaries 
must be calculated as amounting to three thousand men. 
But, as it proved, their heavy horses and heavy armour 
rendered them iU- qualified to act in the swampy, wild, 
and mountainous country where the seat of war was 
destined to lie. An accidental quarrel also took place at 
York betwixt these knightly strangers and the English 
archers. Much blood was shed on both sides, and a dis- 
cord created between the foreiguers and natives of Ed- 
ward's army, which seems to have caused emharrassmeqt 
during the whole expedition. 

In the mean time the Scottish forces, to the number 
of two or three thousand men at arms, well mounted and 
equipped for a day of battle, and a large body of their 
light cavalry, amounting to more than ten thousand, 
with niany followers, who marched on horseback, but 
fought on foot, invaded the western border, according to 
their custom, and penetrating through the wild fron- 
tier of Cumberland, came down upon Weardale, in the 
bishopric of Durham, marking their course with more 
than their usual ferocity of devastation. These forces, 
superior to all knoAvn in Europe for irregular warfare, 
were conducted by the wisdom, experience, and enter- 
prising courage of the famed Randolph and the good 
lord James Douglas, guided, doubtless, by the anxious 
instructions of the Bruce, who, though only fifty-three 
years of age, was affected by a disease of the blood, 
then termed the leprosy, which prevented his leading his 
armies in person. 

The king of England, on the other hand, at the head 
of a princely army of sixty thousand men, including 
five hundred belted knights, animated by the presence of 
the queen mother and fifty ladies of the highest rank. 
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of fightj according to the practice of chivalry ; he offered 
either to withdraw his own troops from the northern 
bankj and permit the Scottish army to come over and 
form in array of battle; or, if the enemy preferred to 
retire from the southern bank, and allow the English to 
cross the river unmolested, he declared his willingness 
to make the attack. But Douglas and Randolph knew 
too well their own inferiority in numbers and appoint- 
ments, and the great advantage of their present situation, 
to embrace either alternative. They returned for an- 
swer, that they had entered England without the consent 
of the king and his barons ; that they would abide in 
the realm as long as they pleased : " if the king dislikes 
our presence,” said they, “ let him pass the river, and do 
his best to chastise us.” Thus the two armies continued 
facing each other ; the Scots on the south bank of the 
Wear, the English on the north; the former subsist- 
ing on the herds of, cattle which tliey drove in from the 
country on aU hands, the latter living poorly on such 
provisions as they, brought with them : the former spend- 
ing their night round immense fires, maintained in the 
greater profusion for the pleasure of wasting the Engh'sli 
wood, and lodging in huts and lodges made of boughs; 
the English, who- were on the depopulated and wasted 
side of the river, sleeping many of them in the open air, 
with their saddles for pillows, and holding dieir horses in 
their hands. They were annoyed by the Scottish border- 
men winding their horns aU night, and making a noise 
as if, says Froissart, "all the devils of hell had been 
there.” Having thus faced each other for two or three 
days, the English, at dawn of the third or fourth morn- 
ing, perceived the Scots’ position was deserted and 
empty. They had decamped %vith much silence and ce- 
lerity, and were soon found to have occupied a neiv 
position on the Wear, resembling the former in its 
general description, but even stronger, and masked by 
a wood, being part of an inclosed chase, called Stanhope 
Deer-park, the property of the bishop of Durham. 
Here the two hostile armies confronted each other as 
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formerly; the English declining to attack on account of 
the strength of the Scottish position, the Scots refusing 
battle with an army superior to their own. 

■^VTiilst they had little to do save to remark each 
other’s equipment, the Scots saw among the English two 
novelties in the practice of war, which, though attended 
with very different consequences, are recorded hy con- 
temporaries with equal wonder. The one was a mode 
of adjusting the crest upon the helmet, called timhei’ing ; 
the other was the use of a new Jdnd of artillery, then called 
engynes, or, by abbreviation, gynes, or cracks of war, 
from which we have derived the modern term guns. 
The effect produced by fire-arms in their rude state 
could nol have been formidable, nor could it have been 
augured that the invention would caiise a general change 
in the art of war, since it is merely noticed as a novelty, 
along with a new and fantastic mode of ornamenting 
the helmet. 

But the English did not remain long in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Douglas in undisturbed slumbers. On 
the second night after their arrival in this ne r position, 
that enterprising leader left the Scottish camp with a 
select body of men at arms, crossed the Wear at a dis- 
tance from the English encampment, and entered it, 
saying, as he passed the sleepy sentinels, in the manner 
and with the national exclamation of an English officer 
making the rounds : “ Ha ! Saint George ! have we no 
ward here ?” He reached the king’s tent without dis- 
covery, cut asunder the ropes, and cried his war cry of 

Douglas ! Douglas !” The young king only escaped 
death or captivity hy the fidehty of his chaplain and 
others of his household, who fell in his defence. Disap- 
pointed in his attempt on the king’s person, which was 
his main object, Douglas cut his way through the En- 
glish host, who were now gathering fast, broke from their 
encampment, and returned safe to the Scottish camp with 
fresh laurels in his helmet. 

On the second night after this camisade the English 
received intimation from a Scottish captive that all the 



160 


HISTORY OP SCOTLAND. 


CHAP. XII. 


army were commanded to hold- themselves in readiness 
to march that evening, and to follow the banner of Dou- 
glas. The English conceived this to be a preparation for 
a repetition of the nocturnal attack, and lay on their 
arms all the night. But Douglas was too wise to trust 
to a renewal of the same stratagem. In the morning 
it was ascertained that the Scots, having left great fires 
burning in their camp, had marched off about midnight 
by a road which they had cut through a morass in their 
rear supposed to be impassable. 

The camp of the Scots now deserted furnished a curi- 
ous spectacle to the English and the strangers. Four hun- 
dred beeves lay slaughtered for the use of their army. 
Three hundred caldrons, formed extemporaneously out of 
raiv hides, were filled with the beef which the same skins 
had covered while the creatures were alive : hundreds of 
old brogues, made out of the same materials, lay about the 
tents. Five Enghsh prisoners were found bound to trees, 
tliree of whom had their legs broken, although whether 
in some previous action, or by a gratuitous piece of cru- 
elty after they were made prisoners, does not appear. 
The hardy warriors of Douglas and Randolph lived ex- 
actly as di-overs and other Scots of the lower order do at 
the present day, when bdund on long journeys. A bag 
of oatmeal hung at the croup of the saddle, which also 
bore a plate of iron, called a girdle, on which the said 
oatmeal was baked into cakes as occasion offered : animal 
food was furnished by their plunder in an enemy’s coun- 
try — in their own they subsisted well enough without. 
Salt, liquor of any kind, save water, as well as any variety 
of food, they entirely dispensed with. 

Wanting so little, and carrying with them the means 
of satisfying themselves, it was easy to see why these light 
marauders remained concealed from the heavy-armed 
English, distressed alike by their numerous wants an d 
the apparatus they bore along to supply them, until 
it w^s their pleasure to become visible in Weardale, 
where they remained no longer than suited their own 
inclination. It soon appeared that Douglas and Ran- 
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dolph, having taken a circuitous course till they had 
turned the flank^ were already ' advanced on their way 
homeward, to meet another Scottish army, which had 
crossed the frontier to extricate them if it should be 
necessary. 

The English retreated to Durham, dejected and dis- 
tressed, especially the knights and men at armfe of Hai- 
nault, many of whom, instead of the praise and plunder 
they hoped to acquire, had lost their valuable horses 
and property. They were dismissed, however, -with 
thanks and reward ; and it is said these troops, not- 
withstanding their total inefficiency, had cost the king- 
dom of England a sum equal to 320,000 Z. sterling of 
modern money. 

King Edward III. next convoked a parhament at 
York, in which there appeared a tendency on the part 
of England to concede the main points on which pro- 
posals for peace had hitherto failed, by acknowledging the 
independence of Scotland, and the legitimate sovereignty 
of Bruce. These dispositions to reconciliation were much 
quickened by the sudden apparition of king Robert him- 
self on the eastern frontier, where he besieged the castles 
of Norham and Alnwick, while a large division of his 
army burned and destroyed the open country," and the 
king himself rode about hunting from one park to another 
as if on a pleasure party. The parliament at York, 
although the besieged castles made a gallant defence, 
agreed upon a truce, which it was now determined should 
be the introduction to a lasting peace. As a necessary 
preliminary, the English statesmen resolved formally to 
execute a resignation of all claims of dominion and supe- 
riority which had been assumed over the kingdom of 
Scotland, and agreed that all muniments or public in- 
struments asserting or tending to support such a claim 
shoidd be delivered up. This agreement was subscribed 
by the king on the 4-th of March, 1328. Peace was 
afterwards concluded at Edinburgh the 17 th of March, 
1328, and ratified at a parliament held at Northampton, 
the 4th of May, 1328- It tvas confirmed by a match 
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n-^recd ii[ton between the })rincc<s'! Joanna, sister to Ed- 
«v,-;ril III., and David, son of Ilobert I., tliough botii 
v.cre yet infants. Articles of .strict amity were settled 
betwixt tile nations, witliom prejudice to the effect of 
the alii.ancc between Scollanil and France. Bruce re- 
nonnecfl the privilege of assisting rebels of England, 

• lioidd Mich nri'^e in Ireland, and Edward tlic power of 
cncoiir.aging those of the isles who might ri.se against 
Scotland. It was .stipulated that .all tlic charters and 
documents c.arried from Scotland liy Edward the first 
: hould be restored, and the king of England was pledged 
to give his aid in the court of Home towards the recall 
of the cveorninunication awarded .against king Kobert. 
Lastly, ftcotland was to pat' a sum of twenty thousand 
pounds-, ill eonsidemtion of these favourable terms. 'I'he 
borders v.-erc to be jnaint.aincd in strict order on both 
side-., and the fnt.al coronation .stone w.is to be restored 
to Scotland, 'J’jicrc was eiwther separntc obligation 
on the Scottish side, wliich Jed to most serious conse- 
(jucnccs in the .subsccpicnt reign. 7'Jic seventh article 
of the jw.acc of Northampton provided that cert.iin 
English barons, Thonws lord ^Fakc of Lidel, Henry de 
Beaumont carl of Buclian, and Henry de Percy should 
be restored to the lands and hcrit.agcsin Scotland, where- 
of they had been deprived during the war by the king 
of Scots .seising them info his own Jiand. The execu- 
tion of thi.s article was deferred by the Scottish king, who 
was not, it may he conceived, very willing agiiin to intro- 
duce JCnglish nobles as landholders into Scotland. The 
English moll on their part resisted the removid of the fatal 
stone from IFcstinfiister, where it liad been deposited; 
a pertinacity which " superstitious eld” believed was 
its own punishment, since with slow Init sure attrac- 
tion the mystic influence of the magnetic p.'illadium 
drew the Scottish Solomon, James VI., to the sove- 
reignty in the kingdom whcie it was deposited. The 
deed c.allcd Ragman’s Roll, being the list of the barons 
and men of note who subscribed the submission to Ed- 
ward the first in 129(h however, delivered up 
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to the Scots ; and a more important pledge^ the English < 
princess Joanna^ then only seven years oldj was placed 
in the custody of Brucej to be united at a fitting age to 
her hoy-hridegroora, Davidj who was himself two years 
younger. 

The treaty of peace made at Northampton has been 
termed dishonourable to England by her historians. 
But stipulations that are just and necessary in them- 
selves cannot infer dishonour, however disadvantageous 
they may be. The treaty of Northampton was just, 
because the English had no title to the superiority of 
Scotland; and it was necessary, because Edward III. 
had no force to oppose the Scottish army, but was com- 
pelled to lie within the fortifications of York, and see 
the invaders destroy the country nearly to the banks of 
the Humber. What is alike demanded by justice and 
pohcy it may be mortifying but cannot be dishonourable 
to concede; and before passing so heavy a censure on the 
Northampton- parliament, these learned miters ought to 
have considered whether England possessed any right 
over Scotland ; and, secondly, whether that which they 
claimed was an adequate motive for continuing an. un- 
successful war. 

Bruce seemed only to wait for the final deliverance of 
his country to close his heroic career. He had retired, 
probably for the purpose of enjoying a milder climate, to 
his castle of Cardross, on the firth of Clyde, near Dum- 
barton. Here he lived in princely retirement, and, 
entertaining the nobles with rude hospitahty, relieved 
by liberal doles of food the distresses of the poor. Nau- 
tical affairs seem to have engaged his attention very 
much, and he built vessels, with which he often went 
on the adjacent firth. He practised falconry, being un- 
equal to sustain the fatigue of hunting. We may add, 
for every thing is interesting where Robert Bruce is the 
subject, that he kept a lion, and a fool named Patrick, 
as regular parts of his establishment. Meantime his 
disease (a species of leprosy,, as we have already said, 
which had origin in the hardships and privations which 
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' he had sustained for so many years) gained ground 
upon his remaining strength. 

"iFlien he found his end drew nighj that gi-eat king 
summoned his barons and peers around him^ and affec- 
tionately recommended his son to their care^ then sin- 
gling out the good lord James of Douglas^ fondly entreat- 
ed of him, as his old friend and companion in arms, to 
cause the Iieart to he taken from his body after death, 
conjunng In'm to take the charge of transporting it to 
Palestine in redemption of a vow which he had made 
to go in person thither, when he was disentangled from 
the cares brought, on him by the English wars. “]^ow 
the hour is come," he said, " I cannot avail myself of * 
the opportunity, but must send my heart thither in place 
of my body ; and a better knight than you, ray dear and 
tried friend and comrade, to execute such a commis- 
sion, the world holds not/' All who ^were present wept 
bitterly around the bed, while the king, with almost his 
dying words, bequeathed this melancholy task to Ins 
best-beloved follower and champion. On the 7th of 
June, 1329, died Robert Bruce, at the almost prema- 
ture age of fifty-five. He was buried at Dunfermline, 
Avhere his tomb was opened in our time, and his re- 
liques againanterred amid all the feelings of awe and 
admiration which such a sight tended naturally to in- 
spire. 

Remarkable in many things, there was this almost 
peculiar to Robert Bruce, that his life was divided into 
three distinct parts, which could scarcely be considered 
as belonging to the same individual. His youth was 
thoughtless, hasty, and fickle, and from the moment he 
began to appear in public life Until the slaughter of the 
Red Comyn, and his final assumption of the crown, 
he appeared to have entertained no certain purpose be- 
yond that of shifting with the shifting tide, like the 
other barons around him, ready, like them, to enter into 
hasty plans for the liberation of Scotland from the En- 
glish yoke j but equally prompt to submit to the over- 
whelming power of Edward. Again, in a sliort but ^ 
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very active period of his life, he displayed the utmost 
steadiness, firmness, and constancy, sustaining, Avith un- 
abated patience and determination, the loss of battles, 
the death of friends, the disappointment of hopes, and 
an uninterrupted series of disasters, on Avliich scarce a 
ray of hope appeared to brighten. This term of suf- 
fering extended from the field of ]\Iethven-Avood till his 
return to Scotland from the island of Rachrin, after 
which time his career, Avhenever he was himself person- 
ally engaged, was almost uniformly successful, even till 
he obtained the object of liis Avishes — the secure posses- 
sion of an independent throne. 

“When tliese things arc considered, Ave shall find 
reason to conclude that die misfortunes of die second 
or suffering period of Bruce’s life had taught him 
lessons of constancy, of prudence, and of moderation, 
Avhich Avere unknoAvn to his early years, and tamed the 
hot and impetuous fire Avhich his temper, like that of 
his brother Edivard, naturally possessed. He never 
permitted the injuries of Edivard I. (although three 
brothers had been cruelly executed by that monarch’s 
orders) to provoke him to measures of retaliation ,• and 
liis generous conduct to the prisoners at Bannockburn, as 
Avell as clseAvhere, reflected equal honour on his sagacity 
and humanity. His manly spirit of chivalry Avas best 
evinced by a circumstance which happened in Ireland, 
tvhere, Avhen pursued by a superior force of English, 
he halted and offered batde at disadvantage, rather 
than abandon a poor AvasherAvoman, Avho had been 
taken Avith the pains of labour, to the cruelty of the 
native Irish. Robert Bruce's personal accomplishments 
in Avar stood' so liigh, that he Avas universally esteemed 
one of the three best knights of Europe during that mar- 
tial age, and gave many proofs of personal proAvess. 
His achievements seem amply to vindicate this high 
estimation, since the three Highlanders slain in the retreat 
from Dairy, and sir Henry de Bohun, killed by his hand 
in front of the English army, evince tlie valorous knight, 
as' the plan of his campaigns exhibit the prudent aifcl sa- 
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'he had sustained for so many years) gained ground 
upon his remaining strength. 

When he found his end drew nigh, that gi-eat king 
summoned his harons and peers around him, and affec- 
tionately recommended his son to their care, then sin- 
gling out the good lord James of Douglas, fondly entreat- 
ed of Iiim, as his old friend and companion in arms, to 
cause the heart to be taken from his body after death, 
conjuring him to take the charge of transporting it to 
Palestine in redemption of a vow which he had made 
to go in person thither, when he was disentangled from 
the cares brought- on him by the English wars. ‘'Now 
the hour is come,” he said, " I cannot avail myself of 
the opportunity, but must send my heart tliither in place 
of my body; and a better knight than you, my dear and 
tried friend and comrade, to execute such a commis- 
sion, the world holds not.” All who .were present wept 
bitterly around the bed, while the king, with almost his 
dying words, bequeathed this melancholy task to his 
best-beloved follower and champion. On the 7th of 
Jime, 1329, died Robert Bruce, at the almost prema- 
ture age of fifty-five. He was buried at Dunfermline, 
where his tomb was opened in our time, and his re- 
liques agaiminterred amid all the feelings of aive and 
admiration which such a sight tended naturally to in- 
spire. 

Remarkable in many things, there was this almost 
peculiar to Robert Bruce, that his life was divided into 
three distinct parts, which could scarcely be considered 
as belonging to the same individual. His youth was 
thoughtless, hasty, and fickle, and from the moment he 
began to appear in public life Until the slaughter of the 
Red Comyn, and his final assumption of the crown, 
he appeared to have entertained no certain purpose be- 
yond that of shifting with the shifting tide, like the 
other barons around him, ready, like them, to enter into 
hasty plans for tlie liberation of Scotland from the En- 
glish yoke ; but equally prompt to submit to the over- 
whelming power of Edward. Again, in a short but 
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{'H-uni' It.itirr. 'I’lir Ilnice*'; *-1,111 in the military art 
"•A" (){ til*- Iil'tlu't (iriti-r; anil in hit testament, as it is 
t illxl, lit- h< (pu.atluil a lt;:acy to his countrymen, 
v-hifl), )ja/l tiny hotr to avail thciri'^chcs of it, 

v.oiitii have tluni tin* loss of many a bloody day.® 

It, hov,(\, r, his jirra-jits could not save the Scottish 
nasinn from military losns, his cxamjdc taught them 
to ’uji'iort the com -(jm-nci-s with unshaken constancy. 
It is. iiidrtd, to the examjdc of this jirincc, and to the 
r'. •nt'. rtl a n iitn *0 de.ir to Scotland, that we can dis- 
tiiutly trace that .animated love of country avhich has 
h-i n evt-r *iiice *o strong a characteristic of Xortli Ilri- 
totis. that it has larn sometimes Kupjioscd to limit their 
.’.fiections' and jcrviccs so exclusively avithin the limits 
of ihfir countrymen as to render that partiality a re- 
proach uhich lilH-rally exercised is subject for praise. 
In the day of .Vlexander III. and his jircdeccs.sors^ the 
\arinus trih- s whom these kings commanded were divided 
from each other by langu.age and jnanners ; it was only 
by residing within the .same common countrj' that they 
were forced into some sort of connection : hut after 
Hruce’.s death we lind little more mention of Scots, 
(falwegians, I’icts, S.axons, or Strath-Ciyde Britons. 
'I'liey had .all, with the exception of the Highlanders, 
merged into the single denomination of Scots, and spoke 

• \<r<C'( .ire Hum plvon liy Mr. Tytlcr. I lisvc, for the sahe of 

ri-iilrtln,; tlinn Inti rilnjitisl the pliin of moiteni ^jifllinp, retain- . 

Ir c the nnciiiit bni;un:e. 'I be nriclriM % er'i-s nre In I.,itJn lecnincs 

On fixit (lionhl t-c nil Srottiili welrc f, 
lly hill ntiil mnn thrneelris to hear: 

Ix-t iMxsl for «.»n* 1)0 — txnv nnJ jpear 
Arid }utt/e-.ive their lif^htin;; pear; 

That eni'inle* ilo them no ilrcar J, 
tn Hralt place c.aii*e Keep nil store. 

And bum tlie plain land them before; 

Then sliall they jsan n\env in haste, 

Wien that Ihcv nntinng find but a\.a«tc ; 

NVith a\ Ilea nmt avakcnlnp of the night, 

And mirKIc nol«cs innde on height; 

, 'J'hrn sh.all they turn avith great aflVay, 

As they were cha*c<t avith sword away. 

This is the council and Intent 
OfgotKl King llobcrt’s testament. 


+ W.ar. 


t Hnrto. 


ciiAi’. xiu. ni'-'Tonv nr srriTiaNn. H'P 

IcAilers n<; Doupl.is Rnn'l'-'li'lt. nr.d Sicwnr: m shrir v.Mr- 
riorr. nml tl'.cir w.irriort: to :lu:n. Tiu' faithful hruihrr- 
hooti which imutnl dnnpt r? and tnutunl cor.tit!' ':'; created 
hciwecit the leader and the folhtwt on the rr.e hr.tu!, 
betwixt the Kisiir riud the hnron= nu th.c othtr — ilic 
!■Tiot]^^c^‘; of a limtual e'hjfct, whiidi ovtrcAUu* all nthi r 
considemtinne. and rat:> id th.ctn in Ion’; tlsttn’- ltf. 

as. men united ist one cununon interest — tanu'ui tln-.n at 
lljc same time the nni'ctral ihity of all ratd.s to tluir 
common cnimiry. an.d the 'ttitimc!'.*'; »'» 'jiirii^illy cx- 
prc-ssctl hy the \e:;ttah’e bio^traphrr of Untce h.itmt!) : 

A?s it ft'' a » "‘'f , 

1 ! ■•l/! : "i t ! tn ;• 

7'ti i'.i * ‘r I t / t : 

Hr i 1 rt r tr »« i (ir-.i , ; 

A:. I ! f !*.-! .-'r ;,»<•; U'- , 

M;.r rr * wr"; iur *ri*rt i 
7 I r r j.s! . (! r • % j; ' <• !<■, a’.! s‘! 

T: .-.ft t'V ; ...V t's V r 1 1.-- f ' t; * 


CHAl’. xin. 

iJorc!.A<; orr rnont^r-.r v.i:jt ’Siir iM‘c'r\ 

(irAi.r: is *rAiv. — • rjt riti 

III arvev* — rt.Aj'!'; (u‘ Titr mtj j» i jMt jxr.ost.: 

Tiiiv v,r*ou\r -:<» avi* am 

rv jDUAr.ti TAiifU- — -MAtH t'r y.A^i^/n.rn. — rAr.x. or 
MAT. t!iu*r?c MCi'sr. — rAr;i r or ni ij-m*' *— 

rAKu or jiAr.rir r.rTM a 7> i r.o?t rTiuri n i.tii. — i at.:* 
iiAi-ioi. i*i cKotr'' tt r l^•-TA^rl^ j^rrilir. — mk 

ASnnr'iV s r.n.rvT i.v rnvAiiM*-, jt r in 

MAur. iiiKOMn* — Mii;r or ir;ui<*; tv ^ut tm.mmi.— 
r.ATTi.r or hai nKis-iiiru — om at i<>". oj tiu — 

Tin; tovAiUTs oM,v i(on» ion. i.v — 

roArAnn rAt.ioj. cmis to ivta.vj.j* tiu ‘omuts i 
or scori.ANo. — «;rAi:uii- A>i(0.t: ^nr Asrao-*-- t »<■ 
noNs. — i.Tfcrr.ATJON or ?tn a'^tuiiav ?mtAV, — tAsiomi 

KAU*!. or MOIIA^' ASr» Tin ".TrAVAlT AM. TTU: 

i.ovALivrs Aiu; ACTivi: am» ’.rccr^M u • — m n m i oi i orji- 
x.r.vrs. — iirrr.AT or <a:v > am. or sami't. os lar Tor.oi.oM 
3ioon. — r.Ano or atiioi- (ijavid nr sTnATiuacir) mi i t Atrr 

ASD SI.AIX. 


• Tlic»c spUitt'cl lines arc loinc’Ahr.t inMemlml 
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fiiK jmrliamcntary Rcttlcincnt at Cambuskcnneth had 
nominated Handolph as regent of the kingdom; a choice 
wliicli could not liavc been aniendcd: but after-circum- 
Ktnnces occasioned it to be much rcpp'cttcd that, by de- 
volving on Douglas the jjcriious and distant expedi- 
tion to Palestine, liruce’s bequest should liave deprived 
the country of the services of the only noble who could 
have rejdaced those of the earl of Moray in case of 
death or indisposition. And attention is so much riv- 
eted on this most unhappy circuinstancc, for such it 
certainly jiroved, that authors have endeavoured to re- 
concile it to the sagacity of Ilobcrt Bruce, by imputing 
it to a refinement of policy on his part. They suppose 
that, fearing jealousy and emulation between Douglas 
and Randolph, when he himself was no longer on the 
scene, ho found an honourable pretext to remove Dou- 
glas from Scotland, that Randolph, his nephew, might 
exercise undisputed authority. The recollection of the 
field of Stirling, where Douglas reined up lus horse, lest 
ho should seem to share Randolph’s rictory over Clifford ; 
that, too, of Biland Abbey, where Randolph joined Dou- 
gins with only four squires, and served under him as a 
volunteer, seem to give assurance that these brave men 
were incapable of any emulation dangerous to their coun- 
try or prejudicial to their loyalty ; and it will be probably 
thought that Bruce nourished no such apprehensions, 
but, lying an excommunicated man upon' his deathbed, 
was induced to propitiate heaven by some act of devotion 
of unusual solemnity ; a course so consistent vrith the 
religious doctrines universally received at the time, that 
it requires no further e.xplanation. 

The issue of the expedition was nevertheless most 
disastrous to Scotland. The good lord James, haring 
tlie precious heart under his charge, set out for Palestine 
with a gallant retinue, and observing great state. He 
landed at- Seville in his voyage, and learning that king 
Alphonso was at war vrith the Moors, his zeal to en- 
counter the infidels induced him to offer his services. 
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ever;, till the Scots lost the battle of Hahdon-Hillj that 
this powerful earl and other barons on the eastern 
marches of Scotland, who had late and unwillingly ex- 
changed their allegiance to England for that to the 
Bruce, were, now that the constraint imposed by his au- 
thority was removed, desirous of returning to their 
dependence on the English crown, which they found, 
probably, more nominal than that exacted by their closer 
neighbours, the Scottish monarchs. 

The foreign invasion having thus succeeded, though 
made on a scale wonderfully in contrast with the extent 
of the means prepared, the domestic conspiracy was made 
manifest. The family of Comyn in all its branches, all 
who resented the proceedings against David de Brechin 
and the other conspirators condemned by the black par- 
liament j all who had suffered injury, or what they 
termed such, in the disturbed and violent times, when so 
much evil was inflicted and suffered on both sides ; aU, 
Anally, who nourished ambitious projects of rising under 
the new government, or had incurred neglect during the 
old one, joined in conducting Edward Baliol to Scone, 
where he was crowned king in their presence, when (grief 
and shame to teU I) Sinclair, prelate of Dunkeld, whom 
the Bruce on account of his gallantry termed his own 
bishop, officiated at the ceremony of crowning an usurper, 
to the prejudice of his heroic patron’s son. 

However marvellous or mortifying this revolution 
certainly was, it was of a nature far more temporary 
than that which was effected by Edward I. after the 
battle of Falkirk. Then aU seemed hopeless; and if 
some patriots stiU resisted, it was more in desperation 
than hope of success. Then, though there was a desire 
to destroy the English yoke, yet there was no agi'eement 
or common purpose as to the monarch or mode of govern- 
ment to be substituted. Now there was no room for hesi- 
tation, The sound part of the kingdom, which was by 
far the larger portion, was fixed in the unanimous and 
steady resolution to replace upon the throne the race of 
the deliverer of Scotlandl And the faith of those who 
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had been the companion of IFallace, and afterwards the 
faithful follower of Bruce, who acknowledged his attach- 
ment by preferring liim to the hand of liis sister Chris- 
tina, !) widow, by the death of the heroic Christopher 
Seaton. Sir Andrew' Moray was a soldier of the Bruce’s 
school, calm, sagacious, and dauntlessly brave. His first 
measure of importance was to remove the persons of the 
young king and queen to France, where the faith of 
Philip was engaged for their safety and honourable 
maintenance. His next undertaking was less fortu- 
nate. He made an attempt to take by surprise the 
castle of Roxburgh, into w'hich Baliol had then thrown 
himself, and imprudently engaged his owm person in the 
dangerous enterprise. Seeing a valiant esquire in his 
service, named Ralph Golding, endangered during the 
assault by a superior number of English, sir Andrew 
pressed forwaul to his rescue, and was made prisoner, 
to the infinite prejudice of the royal cause; his place 
being poorly supplied by Archibald Douglas, although a 
brave soldier, and brother to the good lord James. It was 
a great additional misfortune, that a short time after, in a 
severe battle W'hich was fought on the borders, the knight 
of Liddisdale (sir William Douglas, natural son of the 
good lord James) Avas defeated in a considerable action, 
and made prisoner. He was treated with great rigour, 
and detained captive for trvo years. Thus rvas Scotland 
deprived, in her hour of utmost need, of two more of 
her choicest soldiers. 

- 'v) Edivard fll. noAv prepared to assist his vassal Baliol, 

133S. and, assembling a large army, came before Berwick, the 
securing of Avhich place the Scots deemed justly an ob- 
ject of primary consequence, since Baliol had consented 
to surrender it to England. The earl of March, Avhose 
apostasy was not yet suspected, was governor of the 
castle of Berwick, and sir Alexander Seaton of the town. 
They defended the place strenuously, and burnt a 
large vessel Avith Avhich the English assaulted the Avails 
from the sea. But the garrison Avere reduced to such 
distress, that they Avere compelled, according to the cus- 



•ISO niSTOUv oj-- tiuoTj,ANn. oiiap. xiii. 

ditionally surrencleredj unless the Scots could succeed in 
reinforcing the town with two hundred men at arms, 
or defeating the English in a pitched battle under its 
walls. 

Forgetting or disregarding the earnest admonition of 
king Robert, the regent Douglas resolved to commit the 
fate of the country to the risk of a decisive conflict. 

June On crossing the Tweed and approaching Berwick on 
10. the northern side, the Scottish regent became aware 
of the army of England drarvn up in four great 
battalions, with numerous bodies of archers to flank 
them. The ground which they occupied was the crest 
of an eminence called Halidon-hiU. The Scots stationed 
themselves on the opposite ridge of high ground; the 
bottom which divided the hills was a morass. On the 
morning of the 20th, the Scots, rvith inconsiderate im- 
petuosity, advanced to the onset. By doing so they ex- 
posed their whole army, rvhilst descending the hill and 
crossing the morass, to the constant and formidable dis- 
charge of the English archers, against whom they had no 
similar force to oppose. The inevitable consequence rvas 
that they lost ’their ranks, and became embarrassed in the 
morass, where many rvere slain. But the nobles, who 
fought on foot in complete armour at the head of their 
followers, made a desperate effort to lead a great part of 
tlie army through the bog, and ascended the opposite hill. 
They came to close battle with the English, who, calm 
and in perfect order, were not long in repulsing an 
attack made by disordered ranks and breathless soldiers. 
The Scottish, after finding their efforts vain, endeavoured 
to retreat. In the mean time the pages and camp- 
followers, who held the horses of the combatants, seeing 
the battle lost, began to fly, and carry oflF the horses 
along with them, "without respect to the safety of their 
masters ; so that the carnage in this bloody battle was 
very great, and numbers of the gentry and nobility fed- 
The venerable earl of Lennox, the faithful companion 
of Robert Bruce, the earls of Ross, Garrick, Sutherland, 
Monteith, ajid Athol, were all slain, together with knights 
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and barons to a countless number, and all with a trifling 
loss on the part of the English. The regent Douglas 
himself, wounded and made prisoner, died soon after 
he was taken. Berudck surrendered in consequence of 
this decisive action, and the earl of March, governor 
of the castle, returned openly to the English interest, 
and was admitted to Edward’s favour and confldence. 

The Scots had suffered a loss in this action which 
was deemed by the English totally irrecoverable. The 
Scottish wars are ended,” said the public voice, since 
no one of that nation remains having interest enough to 
raise an army, or skill sufficient to command one.” 

Through all Scotland, so lately the undisputed domi- 
nions of the Bruce, only four castles and a strong tower 
which did not reach to the importance of such a title, re- 
mained in possession of the royalists who adliered to his 
unfortunate son. These were, the impregnable fortresses 
of Dunbarton, which was secured by Malcolm Fleming; 
Lochleven, on an island in the lake of that name, defended 
by Alan de Vipont ; Urquhart in Inverness, commanded 
by Thomas Lander ; and Kildrummie, by Christina, the 
sister of king Robert Bruce, successively the widow of 
die earl of Mar and of Christopher Seaton, and now 
die wife of the imprisoned sir Andrew Moray. The 
fifth strong hold was at Lochdown, in Carrick, which 
John Thomson, a man of obscure birth and dauntless 
valour, the same apparendy ivho led back from Ireland 
the shattered remainder of Edward Bruce’s army, held 
out for his rightful sovereign. 

Amid this scene of apparent submission, Edward 133 
Baliol held a mock parliament at Edinburgh for the ^ 33 
gratification of his ally, the king of England. The 
obligation of homage and feudal service to the king of 
England was undertaken by Edward Baliol in the fullest 
extent ; the town of Berwick was given up ; and as king 
Edward was desirous to hold a large portion of Scotland 
under his immediate and direct authority, Baliol, by a 
solemn instrument, made an absolute surrender to Eng- 
land of the frontier provinces of i' . turgh- 
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sliirCj SelkirksliirCj Peeblesshire, and Dumfriesshire, to- 
gether with Lothian itself, in all its three divisions; thus 
yielding up the whole land between the northern and 
southern Roman rampart, and restricting Scotland to the 
])Osscssions beyond the estuaries of Forth and Clyde, in- 
habited of old by the free Caledonians, For the renlnants 
of the kingdom, thus mutilated and dismembered, Baliol 
paid homage. At the same jiarliament Baliol, by ample 
cessions .and distributions of territory, gratified the 
disinherited lords, to whose valour he owed his extra- 
ordinary success. 

A quarrel arose amongst these proud barons which 
had important consequences. The brother of Alexander 
de hIowhr.ay died,le.aving daughters, but no male issue, 
Baliol preferred the brother of the deceased to his fiefs, as 
the heir male. Henry de Beaumont and David Hastings 
do Strathbogic, earls of Buchan and Athol, espoused the 
cause of the female heir.s; and as Baliol would not listen to 
them, they left the court in that state of irritation which 
is easily excited betivixt such powerful subjects and a king 
of their own making. Alarmed at their defection, Baliol 
altered his decision, dismissed Alexander de Mowbray’s 
claim, and thereby made him his mortal enemy, while 
he obtained only a dubious reconciliation tvith bis 
opponents. 

About this time sir Andrew'Moray of Bothwell, made 
prisoner, as we have seen, at Roxburgh, escaped or was' 
liberated from prison ; and his appearance in Scotland, 
with the" discord among the English barons, was a signal 
for a general insurrection of the royalists. Moray was 
joined by the discontented Mowbray. Richard Talbot, 
marching southward, was attacked and defeated by Wil- 
liam Keith of Gahton, who had distinguished himself at 
the siege of Berwick. Sir Andrew Moray, with his new 
ally, Mowbray, besieged the powerful Henry de Beau- 
mont in his fortress of Dundearg in Buchan, and by 
cutting off the supplies of water compelled him to sur- 
render, and put him to a great ransom. The impulse 
became general through Scotland. The Brandaaes or 
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men of Bute arose against the English captain, slew 
him, and sent his head to their master, the steward of 
Scotland. In Annandale and in Ayrshire, where Bruce 
had his family estates, the royalists gathered on every 
side. The steward had distinguished himself by his 
bravery and generosity of disposition. By universal 
approbation of the royalists this gaUant and amiable 
young man was associated in the regency. The young 
earl of IMoray, son of the heroic Randolph, was returned 
from France, whither he had fled after the battle of 
Halidon-hill, and pushed David Hastings of Strathbogie 
so hard, that he not only compelled him to surrender, but 
found means to induce liim to join the conqueror. Baliol, . 
having seen the defeat of Talbot, the captivity of Beau- 
mont, and the defection of the three most powerful 
of the disinherited, lost courage, and fled into England, 
thereby showing plainly how slight was his reliance on 
any support save such as came from that kingdom, and 
how steadily the great bulk of the Scottish nation were 
attached to the legitimate heir of Bruce. 

Edward III. advanced into Scotland for the double Nov. 
purpose of sustaining his vassal, and of securing those 1S34 
southern parts of Scotland which were ceded to liim in 
property and full dominion. He met no opposition, for 
tlie Scots brought no army to the field ; but he was as- 
sailed by want, and the stormy weather incident to the 
season ; and so little was Edward’s reputation raised 
by this incursion, that the earl of March, a nobleman 
uniformly guided by his own interest, chose that very 
crisis to renounce the allegiance of England. This 
time-serving baron probably foresaw tlie danger of his 
own power, since it was not likely that Edivard would . 
permit him to hold influence in a country wliich he was 
desirous in future of annexing to England, although he 
had little cared how loose tlie carl’s uncontrolled alle- 
giance sate on him ivhile he was a vassal of Scotland. 

Alan de ’i'^ipont, a Scottish royalist, who defended 
Lochlcven castle against the English, is said about tliis 
time to have been pressed hard by a John de Stirling, 
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a Scottishman apparently^ but commanding an army for 
Baliol: the garrison was straitened by a fort in the 
churchyard at Kinross; and, it is alleged, by an embank- 
ment drawn across the source of the river Leven, where 
it issues from the lake, the purpose of which was, to 
lay under water the island and castle, and thereby to 
make surrender inevitable. But Vipont took the oppor- 
tunity of a cloudy night to send a boat unperceived 
down the lake, and cut through the embankment. The 
accumulated waters broke down in a furious inundation, 
which swept away the mound, and along with it the 
enemies who were quartered there for its defence. 
There are certainly some vestiges, at the exit of the 
Leven from .the lake, which seem to confirm this, sin- 
gular tradition. Some historians only mention the de- 
struction of the English fort by a saUy from the garrison, 
without speaking of the embankment or inundation. 

The chiefs of the loyal Scots now assembled a parlia- 
1335 . ment at Dairsie, in Fife, in order to settle upon a com- 
bined plan of operations for the hberation of the country. 
But their counsels came to no useful or steady result, 
chiefly owing to the presumption of David de Strath- 
bogie, earl of Athol, who assumed a species of supe- 
riority which the Scottish nobles could not endure. The 
parliament broke up in great disorder. It maj^ be that 
this discord was attended with some consequences indi- 
rectly advantageous to Scotland. As the parliament 
could not agree upon raising a large army, they could 
not commit the imprudence of risking a general action, 
yly In the summer succeeding, Edward again invaded 
j . Scotland on the east marches ; while Baliol, with a body 
335 . of Welsh troops and foreigners, entered on the west. 
They laid waste the country with fire and sword with 
emulous severity. The Scots kept king Robert’s testa- 
ment in recollection ; and lurking among the woods and . 
valleys, they feU by surprise upon such English as sepa- 
rated themselves from the main body, or straggled from 
the march in their thirst for plunder. 

In the end of July, a large body of Flemish men at 
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arms landed at Berwick, in the capacity of auxiliaries to 
England. These strangers, commanded by Guy count 
of Namur, conceiving the country entirely undefended, 
advanced fearlessly to Edinburgh, at that time an open 
toivn. the castle having been demolished. Count Guy 
had scarce arrived there when an army of Scottish 
royalists, commanded by the earls of Moray and March 
and sir Alexander Ramsay, attacked him. The battle 
took place on the Borough Moor, and was fiercely dis- 
puted for some time ; till the knight of Liddisdale, who 
had escaped or been released from his English captivity, 
swept down from the Pentland lulls, and turned the 
scale of battle. The Flemings retired into the city, and 
fought their way as they retreated up to the liill where 
the castle lay in ruins. A close encounter took place 
during the •whole way, and tradition long pointed out 
the spot at the foot of the Bow, where Da-vid de An- 
nand, a Scottish knight of superhuman strength, struck 
doivn "with his battle-axe one of these mailed foreign- 
ers, killing horse and man, and shattering a huge flag- 
stone in the pavement, by a single blow. The Flemings 
erected a breastwork or fortification on the Castlc-hill by 
killing their horses, and making a barricade of the 
carcasses. This, however, could be but a temporary 
resource, and they were speedily obliged to capitulate. 
The Scots treated their valiant prisoners with much 
courtesy, releasing them on their parole not to fight 
against Da\'id, and sending an escort to see the foreign- 
ers safe into England. Unhappily, the regent earl of 
^loray went himself with the party, and on his return 
towards Lothian, after dismissing the Flemings, was at- 
tacked by ■\Filliam de Pressen, commander of tlie En- 
glish garrison of Jedburgh castle, his followers routed, 
and himself made prisoner, and thrown into Bamborough 
castle. Thus the sendees of the worthy successor of 
Randolph were, for a time, lost to his country. The 
English continued their ravages, and with such success, 
tliat men were reduced to use that sort of lip-homage 
which the heart refuses. “If you asked a grown up per- 
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son/’ says aii old liistorianj '‘n-lio nas his hini^, lie 
dared make no other answer save by naming I'hlwanl 
Baliol ; while the undisscmbling franhness of childhood 
answered the same question with the name of David 
Bruce." 

Scotland being in this low condition, and Bdward hav- 
ing exercised such means of subduing the spirit of insur- 
rection as could be brought against a disposition whirli 
showed itself every where, hut was tangible nowhere, 
the English king began to think of returning to his own 
kingdom. But previously he received the suhinissien 
of the versatile carl of Athol, restored to that junvcrful 
nobleman his large English estates, and named him 
regent or governor of Scotland under Baliol. Tiic stew- 
ard, over whom this David de Strathbogic seems to have 
jrossessed but too much influence, was also induced, 
contrary to his interests, as nearly concerned in the 
succession, to acknowledge Baliol as his sovereign, .-ifter 
fortifying Perth, and rebuilding the c.astles of Kdinhiir;:!) 
and Stirling, Edward the third returned to his own do- 
minions. 

The irresistible pressure of immediate .superiority of 
force being once more removed, the s]>irit of tictertnined 
resistance beg.an again to manifest itself. The Scotti'h 
loyalists once more chose for their head sir .Duin w 
hloray of Bothwell, the friend of M'allace, tlic brother-in- 
law of Bruce. Athol, eager to give himself eon‘=! ()m r.Ci- 
in the eyes of Eduairrl, and obliterate the nTollcc.'ion 
of his prior tergiversations, had determined to h -i-v 
the c.astic of Kildrummic in .Abenlecnsliire, the re i- 
dence of Cliristina, tlic sister of Robert Bruce, .'ind v.ire 
of sir -Andrew .Moray. Moray, joined by the earl of. Mari h 
and the kniglit of I.irldi'-d.ale, flew to the relief i f ih" 
place. They asK-mbled alwut fifteen huridr><! fi '• 
lowers, partly men of I-otbi.m and Berv. icS-Miire, i' -r'i;- 
from the territory of Kildniiiimie. 'i'liey e.um- ' i''- 
denly on the e.irl of ,\thr'l, thin lying in d'" f''* ’ 

of Kilblain, who*'' trimj)*., ‘uildenly .and fiercely sittirtrd 
in a Fjiecios of J'.V"', gave w.ay tm all ’id' ^. 'l‘iw e-rl 
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of Athol was steady in personal courage^ though fickle 
in^pohtical attachment : he looked round ivith scorn on 
his fugitive followers, and striking his hand on a huge 
rock which lay near him said, Thou and I will this 
day fiy together.” Five knights of his household abode, 
fought, and fell with liim, refusing all quarter. The 
death of the earl of Athol was considered by. the loy- 
alists as a most favourable event, as his power, and 
latterly his inclination also, made him a sworn perse- 
cutor of their party. 

Edward himself advanced to avenge the death of a 
powerful, if not a steady, partisan. He led into Scot- 
land a numerous army, which wasted the country as far 
north as Inverness. But though he was an enemy skil- 
ful to omit no advantage which accident, the situation 
of ground, or the circumstances of weather afibrd, yet, 
in the far-sighted prudence of the experienced sir An- 
drew Moray, Edward III. found a complete match for 
his youthful ardour, and was no more able to bring his 
sagacious opponent to action than he had been to engage 
Douglas and Randolph in the Northumbrian campaign 
of 1.S27. The following instance of Moray's skill, cou- 
rage, and discipline may give some idea of the com- 
posure with which he baffled the ardent valour of the 
hero of Cfessy. 

"iVlien at Perth, Edward was informed that the Scot- 
tish regent was lying with his. forces in the forest of 
Stronkaltire (probably a portion of the famous wood of 
Birnam), near the foot of the Grampians, and on the verge 
of the Highlands. The most skilful dispositions were made 
by the king to surround the enemy, and the English 
had already moved several divisions on different parts 
of the forest with a view to prevent their escape. Sir 
Andrew Moray was hearing mass in a chapel in the forest 
when the Scottish scouts came to tell him of the ap- 
proach of the enemy. He caused them to he silent till the 
• divine service was finished. Mass being ended, his breath- 
less messengers informed him that the English were at 
hand. “ Be it so,” said Moray; " no need of hurry.” He 
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thru nriii'<l hiiiu'-lf (Iclihcrat* ly, nml cati'cd lu\ war-liorsc 
to 1 r- hrout’ht him. iii tin* net of mmintinir, he per- 

rii\c<! n pirth h.ul fnih-d. 'With the titmnst (ielibmtion 
till’ \rter.iti unrrior e.nllid for a certnin cofi’er, out of 
«hirli he t<Kil. a liiile of ii-atlicr, and h.nviii}^ cut from it 
n proper for tlie piirpn<e, rittiii" down on tlich.ink, 
lie f'lmpi^cdly nu-jidetl the f^irth with his own hands, nl- 
thmiyh. tlie {treat .anxiety of .all .around him, news came 
in on nil InmN of the cIom* approach of tlic enemy from 
difli rent points ; ntid old w.rrrior'., who were }>re<ent, con- 
fe-n'd to the liisiorian, A\’infon, prior of I.ochleven, that 
in till ir life they had nexer jns^-d such anxious moments 
ns dtirim: the mendin'; of that saddle-pirth. Jhit Mor.ay 
Knew his time and In's husitn-ss, anil when he mounted 
nnd jdaced hino'df at tin' hi .id id' his men, w hom hi.s own 
compnmre had t.umht to have the most undouhting rcli- 
niicr on liim, he drew them tip in n close column, and 
while the Ihiglisli sought an opportunity of attack, he led 
his hand leisurely from their presence, and vanished in 
1 afety through a defde which he had kept ojien in his rc.ir. 

Kdward 111. jienetrated .as far as the rich province of 
Mor.iy, c.arrying devastation wherever he came. But lie 
had then done the utmost which was in hi.s jiowcr, nnd was 
compelled to retrc.it hy the cotiseipiencc.s to lii.s own army 
of the very desolation which they themselves had made- 
lie rcjiaircd the castle.s held by Kngli.sh garrisons through 
the kingdom, nnd marched hack to England, leaving 
Scotland ajiiiarcntly quiet. But no sooner was the weight 
nnd presence of the English liost withdrawn than all 
the Scottish patriots were .again in arms in every quar- 
ter of the country, assaulting nnd storming, or surprising 
by stratagem, the garrisons that had been left to overawe 
tliem, and proving that they were worthy to have been 
subjects of the Bruce, by the intelligence with which 
they executed his precepts. The regent distinguished 
liimself in this war as mucli by his alertness in seizing , 
opportunities of advantage, as he had done when opposed 
to Edward by the prudence which affords none to the 
enemy. . 
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Stirling, ■which was boldly defended. He showed the 
hardihood of his character during a total eclipse of the 
sun, which took place in the midst of his operations. 
■\Vliile all others, both in the besieging army and garri- 
son, were sinking under their superstitious fears, bul- 
lock took advantage of the darkness to wheel his 
military engines so close to the wall, that when the 
sunshine returned, the besieged found themselves under 
the necessity of surrendering. The steward was equally 
successful in reducing Stirling and other English posts 
to the north of the Forth, and bringing the whole 
country to the peace of king David. 

Other Scottish leaders distinguished themselves in 
different provinces. Sir William Douglas, the knight of 
Liddisdale, was active in the south of Scotland. He 
totally expelled the English from Teviotdale, reduced 
the strong castle of Hermitage, defeated Roland de 
Vaux, and having engaged sir Lawrence Abernethy, an 
Anglicised Scotsman, three times in one day, finally 
overcame lum in a fourth encounter, made him prisoner, 
and dispersed his followers. A still more important 
acquisition on the Scottish part was that of Edinburgh • 
castle, which Edward III. had fortified when in Scotland 
during his last campaign. The knight of Liddisdale 
engaged a sturdy mariner, called John Currie, to receive 
into his bark a number of proved soldiers. John Currie, 
assuming the character of an English shipmaster, en- 
tered the castle with a number of men disguised in 
mariners’ caps and habits, and bearing barrels and ham- 
pers supposed to contain wine and provisions : these 
they threw down in the gateway, so as to prevent the 
gates being shut, and, drawing their swords, i-ushed 
on the sentinels, and being seconded by the knight of 
Liddisdale and some chosen men who lay in ambush 
near the entrance,. they ovei-powered the English garri- 
son, and expelled them from the castle. 

Sir Alexander Ramsay of Dalwolsey, the same who 
gallantly relieved the castle of Dunbar, yielded to none 
of the champions whom We have named in devotion to 
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was very singularly situated. His most important ne- 
gotiations with that power respected the fate of two 
prisoners^ the one James, his nephew and prince, who 
had fallen, as already mentioned, into the hands of 
Henry IV. by a gross breach of the law of nations — 
the other being the regent’s own son Murdach earl of 
Fife, taken in the battle of Homildon. Respecting 
these captives the views of Albany were extremely dif- 
ferent. He was bound to make some show of a desire to 
have his sovereign James set at liberty, since not only 
the laws of common allegiance and family affection en- 
joined him to make an apparent exertion in his nephew’s 
behalf, but the feudal constitutions, which imposed on 
the vassal the charge of ransoming his lord and superior 
when captive, rendered this in every point of view an 
inviolable obligation. At the same time his policy dic- 
tated to him to protract as long as possible the absence 
of the king of Scotland, with whose return his o\vn 
power as regent must necessarily terminate. For the 
liberation of his son Murdach, on the contrary, the regent 
naturally was induced to interfere with all the ardour 
and sincerity of paternal feeling. The nature of these 
negotiations, especially of the first, in which the duke of 
Albany’s professions and the tenour of his proposals must 
have borne an ostensible purport very different from his 
own wishes, naturally gave a degree of mystery and 
complexity to the proceedings of the regent and his in- 
tercourse with the court of England. The very manner 
in which James is described in these proceedings is am- 
biguous, and does not convey or infer the quality of heir 
to the Scottish crown, the power of which was for the 
time exercised by Albany. He is termed " the son of 
our late lord king Robert,” which is far from necessarily 
implying his title of heir of Scotland, since either a na- 
tural or a younger son of the late king might have been so 
termed. This studied ambiguity seems to infer that 
Albany, whose ambition had dictated the murder of the 
duke of Rothsay, was desirous to clear the way to the 
exclusive possession of the throne, which he only occu- 
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pied cat present as the delegate of another, whose rights, 
therefore, he was disposed to keep as much out of view 
as possible. Henry IV., whose own road to sovereignty 
had been by usurpation, was crafty enough to compre- 
hend the feelings by wliich the duke of Albany was 
actuated, and took care to throw such obstructions in 
the w.ay of James the first’s return to his dominions as 
might gratify the real wishes of the regent duke of Al- 
bany, -without laying him under the necessity of speaking 
out too plainly his desire to protract his nephew’s cap- 
tivity. Another and a very curious subject of diplo- 
matic discussion subsisted between Henry IV. and the 
regent of Scotland. 

There is a story told by Bower, or Bowmaker, the 
continuator of Fordun’s Chronicle, which has hitherto 
been treated as fabtdous by the more modern historians. 
This story bears, that Richard II., generally supposed 
to have been murdered at Pontefract castle, either by 
the " fierce hand of sir Piers of Exton,” or by the slower 
and more cioiel death of famine, did in reality make his 
escape by subtlety from his place . of confinement ; that 
he fled in disguise to the Scottish isles, and was recog- 
nised in the dominions of the lord of the isles by a cer- 
tain fool or jester, who had been famihar in the court 
of England} as being no other than the dethroned king of 
that kingdom. Bower proceeds to state, that the person of 
II. thus was defivered up by lbe lord 

of the isles to the lord Montgomery, and by him presented 
to Robert III., by whom he was honourably and beseem- 
ingly maintained during all the years of that prince’s life. 
After the death of Robert III., this Richard is stated 
to have been supported in magnificence, and even in royal 
state, by the duke of Albany, to have at length died in the 
castle of Stirling, and to have been interred in the church 
of the friars there, at the north angle of the altar. This 
singidar legend is also attested by another contemporary 
historian, IVinton, the prior of Loclileven. He tells the 
story with some slight differences, particularly that the 
fugitive and deposed monarch was recognised by. an 
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Irish lady, the ndfe of a brother of tlic lord of the isles, 
'ivho had seeiUiim in Ireland— that being charged with 
being king iliehard, he denied it — ’that he was placed 
in custody of the lord of Montgomery, and afterwards 
cf the lord of Cumbernauld — and, finaUy, that he was 
long uiuier the care of the regent duke of Albany. f<-But 
whether he was king or_ not, few,” said the chronicler 
of Xioclilc' cn, knew wnth certainty. The mysterious 
personage exliibited little devotion, wmuld seldom in- 
cline to hear mass, and bore himself like one half wild 
or distracted.” Serle also, yeoman of the robes to Ri- 
chard, was executed because, coming from Scotland to 
England, he reported that Richard was alive in the 
latter country. This legend, of so much importance to 
the history of both North and South Britain, has been 
hitherto treated as fabulous. But the researches and in- 
dustry of tlic latest historian of Scotland have curiously 
illustrated this point, and shown, from evidence collected 
in the original records, that tliis captive, called Richard 
II., actually lived many years in Scotland, and was sup- 
ported at the public expense of that country.^' 

■It is then now clear, that, to counterbalance the ad- 
vantage which Henry IV. possessed over the regent of 
Scotland by having in his custody the person of James, 
nnd consequently the power of putting an end to the de- 
legated government of Albany whenever he should think 
fit to set the young king at liWty ; Albany, on his side, 
had in his keeping tlie person of Richard II., or of some 
one strongly resembling him, a prisoner whose captivity 
was not of less importance to the tranquillity of Hen- 
ry IV., who at no period possessed his usurped throne 
in such security as to view with indifference a real or 
pretended resuscitation of the deposed Richard. 

It would be too tedious, were it possible, for us to trace 
distinctly the complicated negotiations between the king 
and regent. Each conscious of possessing an advantage 


* The evidence of this very interesting fact will appear in the third yo. 
lume of liis History of Scotland, which will probably be before the public 
ere these sheets go through the press. Like the tenour of "'“f 
general, it reflects the highest honour on Mr. Tytler’s talents and industry 
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over the other^ and at tlie same time feeling a corre- 
sponding incumbrance on his ovto part, endeavoured, 
like a skilful ivrestler, to take advantage of the hold 
which he possessed over his adversary, while at the same 
time he felt the risk of himself receiving the fall which 
he designed to give to his opponent. These two crafty 
persons, standing in this singular relation to each other, 
and each conscious of defects in his oivn title, negotiated 
constantly, without being able to bring their ti-eaties 
either to a final close or an open rupture. 

The death of Henry IV. and the accession of Henry V. 
did not greatly alter the situation of the two countries, 
but was so far of advantage to Albany, that he obtained 
the liberation of his son Murdach earl of Fife, in ex- 
change for the young earl of Northumberland, the son 
of the celebrated Hotspur. Tliis youth had been sent 
into Scotland by his grandfather for safety, when about 
to display liis banner against Henry IV. of England. 
"Whatever benefit the captive monarch of Scotland might 
have gained by such a hostage as the young Percy being 
lodged in the hands of his subjects was lost to him by the 
regent accomplishing the -exchange between the earl of 
Northumberland and his oivn son. 

In 1417, while Henry V. was engaged in France, the 
regent Albany, supposing that .the greater part of the 
English forces were over seas, gathered a large force, 
and besieged at once both Roxburgh castle and the town 
of Berwick. A much superior army of English ad- 
vanced under the dukes of Exeter and Bedford, and 
compelled the regent of Scotland to raise both the sieges, 
■with much loss of reputation, as the Scots bestowed on 
his iU-ad-vised enterprise the name of the foul raid, that 
is, the dishonourable inroad. 

The war, which seemed for some time to languish, 
received some interest from a daring exploit of Haly- 
biu'ton of Fastcastle, who surprised the castle of Wark, 
situated upon the Tweed. Robert Ogle, however, re- 
covered it for the English, by taking Halyburton by sur- 
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towiinis Kngiand which were the natural consequence 
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of IJncImti struck Iiim down with a mace^ and slew him 
Many brave English knights were slain ; the earl of 
Kent, the lords Grey and Ross, with fourteen hundred 
men at anns, were left on the field. The earls of 
Huntingdon and Somerset were made prisoners. 

In reward of such distinguished service, the dauphin, 
vow kjnp: of France by the title of Charles VII., erkted 
Ruchan high constable of France, and conferred upon 
Stewart of Darnley the lordship of Aubigny in France. 
Desirous of increasing the forces by which he had ac- 
quired so much fame and honour, the earl of Ruchan 
returned to Scotland to obtain recruits. He found 
that liis fatlicr-in-Iaw, the earl of Douglas, with the 
licence assumed by men of far less importance than 
himself during the feeble government of the regency, 
was then engaged in a treaty with Henry V, of England, 
whom he was to serve wth two hundred horse and as 
many infantry, for the stipend of two himdred pounds 
a year. The influence of Buchan distm-bed this agree- 
ment ; and Douglas, who seems to have conducted him- 
self during the wdiole matter like an independent prince, 
instead of joining tlie English, accepted of the duchy of 
Toil rain e, offered to Iijm on the part of Charles VII. 
of France, and engaged to bring to his aid an auxiliary 
force of five thousand men. 

1424. He came accordingly ; but the bad fortune which pro- 

, cured him the name of Tineman (Lose-man) conti- 
nued to wait on his banners. The Scots sustained a 
severe defeat atCrevan. They had formed the blockade of 
that place ; but were surprised by the earl of Salisbury, 
who raised the siege, by defeating them with a slaughter 
of nine hundred men. 

A battle yet more fatal to the Scots took place near the 
town of Verneuil, 17th August, 1424. It was a general 
action, risked by the king of France for the relief of Yvry, 
besieged by the English. The duke of Bedford, who 
commanded the English, and whom Douglas had called 
in derision John with the leaden sword, advanced to meet 
the enemy, and sent a herald to infonn the Scottish earl 
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he was coming to drink ivine and revel with him. 
The earl of Douglas returned for answer, he should 
be most welcome, and that he had come from Scotland 
to France on purpose to carouse in his company. Under 
these terms a challenge to combat was understood to he 
given and accepted. Douglas, desirous to draw up liis 
forces on advantageous ground, proposed to halt, and to 
await the English attack on the spot tvhere the herald 
found him. The viscount of Narbonne, the French 
general, insisted on advancing: the Scots were com- 
pelled to foUoAv their allies, and came into battle out of 
breath and out of order. The consequences were most 
calamitous ; Douglas and Buchan fell, and with them 
most of their countrymen of rank and quality, so that 
the auxiliary army of Scots might be considered as 
almost annihilated. The corps of Scots, long maintained 
as the French king’s bodyguard, is said to have been 
originally composed of the relics of the field of Verneuil. 
And thus concluded the wars of the Scots in France, 
fortunate that the nation was cm'ed, though by a most 
bitter remedy, of the fatal rage of selling their swords 
and their blood as mercenaries in foreign service; a 
practice which drains a people of the best and bravest, 
who ought to reserve their courage for its defence, and 
converts them into common gladiators, whose purchased 
valour is without fame to themselves or advantage to 
their country. Individuals frequently continued to join 
the French standard, in quest of fame or preferment ; 
but, after the battle of Verneuil, no considerable army 
or body of troops from Scotland was sent over to 
France. 

We return, after this digression, to consider the condi- 
tion of Scotland, now more hopeful tlian it had been for a 
length of time, since she was about to exchange the rule 
of a slothful, timid, and inefficient regent for that of a 
king in the flower of liis age, and possessed of a natural 
disposition and cultivated talents equally capable to grace 
and to guard the throne. 

The terms on which the treaty for the freedom of 

VOL. I. s 
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James I. was at last 'fixed were, on the whole, liberal 
rather than otherwise. The English demanded, and the 

Scots, agreed to pay, forty thousand pounds sterling 

not as ransom, as the use of that obnoxious phrase 
could not apply to the case of an innocent boy taken 
without^ defence in time of truce, but to defray what 
was delicately termed the expenses of prince James’s 
.support and education. Six years were allowed for the 
discharge of the sum by half-yearly payments. It was a 
part of the contract, that the Scottish king should marry 
an English lady of rank ; and his choice fell upon Joanna, 
niece of Richard II., by the mother’s side, and by her 
father, John duke of Somerset, the grand-daughter of 
the duke of Lancaster, called John of Gaunt. To this 
young lady, so nearly connected with the English royal 
family, the Scottish captive had been attached for some 
time, and had celebrated her charms in poetry of no 
mean order, although defaced by the rudeness of the 
obsolete language. They were married in London; and 
a discharge for ten thousand pounds, the fourth part 
of the stipulated ransom, was presented to the Scot- 
tish king as the dowery or portion of his bride. The 
royal ^air were then sent down to Scotland with ah re- 
spect and dignity, and Murdach, the late regent, had the 
honour to induct his royal cousin into the throne of his 
forefathers. 

The natural talents of James I., both mental and 
corporeal, were of the highest quality ; ' and if Henry IV. 
had taken an unjust and cruel advantage of the accident 
which threw the prince into. his hands, by detaining 
him as a prisoner, he had made the only possible amends, 
by causing the most sedulous attention to he paid to his 
education. ■ In person, tlie king of Scotland was of low 
stature; but so strongly and compactly' built as to excel 
in the games of chivalry, and aU the active accomplish- 
ments of the time. He was no less distinguished by 
mental gifts, highly cultivated by the best teachers that 
England could produce. He was, according to the learn- 
ing of die day, an accomplished scholar, an excellent poet, 
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a musician of skill, intimafely acquainted witli the science 
as practised in Wales, Ireland, and Scotland, ivliicli are 
described as being then the principal seats of national 
music*, with a decided taste for the fine arts of archi- 
tecture, painting, and horticulture. Notliing, therefore, 
could he more favourable than his personal character. 
As a prince, his education in England had taught liim 
political views which he could hardly have learned in 
his own rude and ignotant realm. His ardent tliirst 
of knowledge made the acquisition of every species of 
art fit to be learned by persons of his condition not only 
tolerable, however laborious, but a source of actual plea- 
sure. He found Scotland in the utmost disorder, and 
divided amongst a set of haughty barons, whom the 
wars of David II.’s reign, the feebleness of those of his 
two successors, and the culpable indulgence of two regen- 
cies, had rendered almost independent of the crown. 
To curb and subdue this stern aristocracy, and to secure 
general good order, by re-establisliing the legitimate au- 
thority of the crown, was a difficult and most dangerous 
task ; but James embarked and persevered in it with a 
courage which amounted almost to rashness. 

Among various laws for the equal admirdstration of 
justice, for obliging the nobility to ride with retinues no 
larger than they could maintain, for discontinuing the 
oppressive exaction of free quarters, and for requiring 
that the Scottish youth should be trained to archery, 
diere were two measures adopted by James which were 
highly unpopular. The first was an enquiry into the 
extent of the crown lands under the last three monarchs. 
The object of this was to examine into the dilapidation 
made of the crown property during tlie reigns of Robert 
the second and third, and the two regencies of the house 
of Albany. But by these preparations to rc-assert the 
right of the king to the lands which had been alien- 
ated by weak monarchs and unfaithful viceroys, James 


excel in two instruments, the harp and the 
tabor ; the in three, the harp, the tabor, and the clionis ti. e. the 

cor or hotnl ; the Welsh also delighted in three kinds of music, that of the 
pipes, the harp, and the chorus or horn. • 
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excited among the people at large doubts and jealousies 
concerning the stability of property, which gave rise to 
pneral dissatisfaction. With these was combined the 
imposition of a large subsidy for raising the sum due to 
England by the late treaty, of which it is only necessary 
to say that it was a tax, and was therefore unpopular ^ 
and the more so, as it fell on a poor country. 

The records of this reign being almost entirely lost, 
we do not tnow by what means further than his own 
consciousness of talents, and the command over others 
which such consciousness necessarily inspires, the young 
king was able to enforce his authority in a kingdom 
where a large party were leagued together by mutual 
interest to support the usurpations which had been made 
on the crown during the space of more than twenty 
years, in which time wrongful encroachment had at- 
tained by prescription the appearance of lawful right. 
We are only aware that James had not been on the 
throne a full year ere he began to visit on the house 
of Albany the wrongs he had sustained during his long 
imprisonment, protracted through their means, and the 
dilapidation and usurpation exercised by them, their 
favourites and allies, over the rights and possessions of 
the crown. 

Walter, the son of diilce Murdach, whose brutal in- 
solence to his father had suggested to the old man the 
idea of bringing home the lawful heir, or at least had 
decided him to adopt that measure so much fraught with 
hazard to his family, was laid under arrest shortly after 
the king’s return. The ear-l of Lennox, father-in-law 
to duke Murdach, and sir Robert Grahame, a man of 
peculiarly fierce and daring temper, were next made 
prisoners. But on the 12th March, 1425, the king found 
himself, by whatever means, powerful enough to arrest, 
<luring the sitting of a parliament at Perth, Murdach, 
the late regent, his second son Alexander, the earls 
of Douglas, Angus, and March, with twenty other per- 
sons of the highest .rank, among whom are the formi- 
dable names of Alexander Lyndsay of Glenesk, Hep- 
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burn of Hales, Hay of Tester, Walter Halyburton, 
Walter Ogilvy, Stewart of Rosytli, Alexander of Seton- 
Gordon, Ogilvy of Aucliterliouse, John tbe Red Stewart 
of Dundonald, David Murray of Gask, Hay of Krrol 
constable of Scotland, Scrimgeour the constable of 
Dundee, Irving of Drum, Herbert Maxwell of Carlave- 
rock, Herbert Herries of Terreagles, Gray of Foulis, 
Cunninghame of Kilmauris, Ramsey of Dalwolscy, 
Crichton of Crichton. 

In perusing this list of ancient and powerful names we 
are alike surprised to see so many barons, whose estates 
and interests lay separated over various parts of Scot- 
land, involved in the same general accusation, and at the 
courage of the sovereign, who dared to apply the rigour 
of law to such a number of his powerful subjects at 
the same time. The prisoners were probably selected as 
the principal allies of the Albany family, or perhaps as 
those who, having shared most deeply in the spoils 
distributed during the regencies, might be most tempted 
to defend its usurpations. The specific charge against 
the imprisoned barons was probably their having evaded 
compliance with the royal command to exhibit their 
titles to their lands. But though so many were included, 
it was at the family of Albany only that vengeance was 
mmed. The blow was struck so suddenly, that the only 
one of the devoted family wdio had time to take precau- 
tion for his safety or offer resistance was James Stewart, 
the youngest son of duke Murdach. He made his escape 
to the west of Scotland, returned by a sudden incur- 
sion, burned Dunbarton, and slew the king’s uncle, the 
Red Stewart of Dundonald; but, closely pressed by the 
king’s command, was obliged to fly to Ireland. 

Murdach and his two sons, with their grandfather by 
the mother s side, the earl of Lennox, were brought to 
’trial under cognisance of an assize or jury of nobles, 
in which the allies and supporters of the king were 
mingled with the favourers and allies of the house of 
Albany in such a proportion as to give an appearance of 
impartiality to the trial, though the party of royalists 
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gerated in the eyes of such as conceived that the mon- 
arch had the selfish prospect of repairing the royal re- 
venue by the forfeiture of the estates of these wealthy 
criminals. 

Perhaps, like many reformers, this excellent prince, 
for such he must certainly he esteemed, fell into an error 
common to those who, seeing acutely the extent of a rooted 
evil, attempt too hastily and too violently to remedy it hy 
instant eradication. It is in the political world as in the 
human frame ; dislocations which havebeen of long stand- 
ing, and to Avhich the neighbouring parts of the system 
have accommodated themselves, cannot he brought hack 
to their proper state without time, patience, and gentle- 
ness. It is true, the long course of hcence permitted hy 
the loose government of the house of Albany had sub- 
jected many hundreds, nay, thousands of individuals to 
the penalties of the law; hut it cannot escape notice, that 
while a few severe examples are in such a case necessary 
for the purpose of impressing a respect for justice, the 
extending capital punishments to a large circle disgusts 
the public mind, assumes the form of vengeance rather 
than legal severity, and procures for malefactors an in- 
terest in their fate capable of altogether destroying the 
great purpose of punishment, by causing men to hate 
instead of respecting its motives. If, as historians afiirm, 
James I. actually adjudged to death, within the first 
two years of his reign, the number of three thou- 
sand of his subjects, for offences committed during his 
imprisonment in England, he certainly merited that the 
reproof used by Mecsenas to Augustus, — surge tan- 
dem carnifex!’ — ought "to have interrupted his judicial 
butchery. 

James I. might he more easily justified in teaching, 
even by strict examples of severity, the respect due to 
tlie royal person, the source of law and justice, which 
had fallen into contempt during the feeble regency of 
duke Murdach, than in prosecution of acts of treason 
committed when there was no king in the land. We 
have the following instance of his strictness on such 
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otliers, were belieadecl for acts of robbery ai:cl oppression; 
And to render liis justice impartial. James Campbell was 
hanged for tlie murder of John, a former lord of the 
isles. 

In the midst of these examples of punishment. James 
was clement in liis treatment of Alexander of the isles, 
the successor of Donald, who was worsted at the Har- 


law, and only remonstrating with him upon tlie necessity 
of his discontinuing his family habits of lawless turbu- 
lence, he dismissed liim upon liis promise to abstain from 
such in future. His mother was detained as a hostage 
for his faith. Alexander, however, no sooner returned to 
his own territories than he raised his banner, and col- 
lected a liost from the isles and Highland mainland to the 
amount of ten thousand men, with which he invaded 
file continent, and burnt the town of Inverness, where 


he had lately sustained the affront of an arrest. King 
James assembled an army and hastened northward, where 
his prompt arrival alarmed the invaders. Two powerfid 
tribes, the clan Chattan and clan Cameron, deserted the 
lord of the isles, and ranged themselves under the royal 
banner, l^eakened and dispirited, the Highland forces 
utstained a severe defeat, and the lord of the isles 1mm- 
hled himself to ask peace and forgiveness. It was not, 
however, granted, till he had performed a feudal penance 
for Ids breach of allegiance. On the eve of saint Augus- 
tine s festival, he appeared in full congregation, before 
the high altar of Holyrood church, at Edinburgh, attiivtl 
O’Jy in his shirt and drarvers, and tliere' upon his knees 
prejcnted the hilt of his naked sword to the bring, he 
‘“nisdf lidding it by the point. In this attitude of siib- 
ttufsion the island chief humbly confessed his offences, 
2n deprecated their deserved Dunisliment. 1 Iw cnpitd 


2n deprecated their deserved punisliment. lie eojuta 
penalty, which he had deservedly incurred, 
langed for a long imprisonment in Tnnfallon ens e- 
The captivity of the. lord of the isles did 
ent further disturbance from these unruly I’e J 


cousin-german of' 
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treasonable practices wliicli had distinguished his family 
in former generationsj or whether he was only guilty of 
possessing the power to be dangerous^ we cannot w'ell 
discern ; but he was confined to the castle of Edin- 
burgh as a prisoner^ and his castle of Dunbarj being 
taken possession of by the king, was placed in the keep- 
ing of Adam Hepburn of Hales. The legal reasons as- 
signed were, that the forfeiture of the earldom of March 
having been decreed, on account of the repeated treasons 
of George carl of March, the power of the regent duke 
of Albany was insufficient to disjoin them from the 
crown, to which they had been united, and to confer 
them on the son of the traitor. It was not, however, 
the purpose of the king to act with rigour or injustice 
towards the present earl, even in depriving him of 
possessions which afforded him a power liable to be 
abused. He closed the transaction by instantly confer- 
ring on the late earl of March the earldom of Buchan, 
wliich, by the death of. the gallant high constable of 
France at the battle of Verneuil, already mentioned, 
had reverted to the croivn. By this policy James hoped 
to convert a powerful family, from fickle and uncertain 
borderers, into. more faithful inland vassals. 

Almost all the proceedings of James I. were directed to 
tile same general end — that of diminishing the power of 
the nobles, which occasioned the discords in the state, and 
the general oppression of the subjects, and proportionally 
augmenting and extending the infiuence of the crown. 
This comprehended, indeed, the selfish purpose of ele- 
vating the king himself to a more absolute superiority in 
the state: but as, in that stage of society, the royal autho- 
rity was tlie best means by which the general peace and 
good order of the country at large could »be preserved, 
James may be considered as having pursued his favour- 
ite object with humane and patriotic views, directed 
more to the benefit of Scotland tlian his own aggran- 
dizement. 

By an act of parliament proliibiting all bonds and 
leagues, by which the nobility used to bind themselves 
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neglected and contemned by her husband, one of the 
most malignant men who ever lived. She was basely 
calumniated also and slandered by his unworthy courtiers, 
and appears to have felt the imputed ignominy so sensi- 
tively, that the acuteness of her feelings at length cost 
the princess her life. 

As the affairs of the English were declining in France, 
from the enthusiasm universally awakened by the ap- 
pearance of the maid of Orleans on the scene, an English 
ambassador was sent to Scotland, in the person of lord 
Scroope, with instructions to gain James, if possible, 
from his French alliance. England proposed terms 
which had not been lately named in negotiation be- 
tween the countries. The offers were a sure and per- 
petual peace, with the restitution to Scotland of the 
castle of Roxburgh, the town of Berwick, together with 
Cumberland and 'iFestinorland, as far southward as 
Here Cross on Stanmoor. The Scottish historians say, 
that the English were not sincere in these proposals. 
If they were, James could not have entertained them 
■without a formal breach of his treaty with France. The 
clergy interfered to support this obstacle, with the im- 
portant additional objection, that the contract with France 
had obtained an irrefragable, and in some degi-ee sacred 
character by its having received the sanction of the pope, 
and therefore could not be infringed without a- high crime. 
In the course of the scholastic discussion which arose on 
the question. What effect the approbation of the Roman 
pontiff conferred on a contract solemnly entered into be- 
twixt two independent monarchs? the disputants lost 
sight of the English propositions, the most honourable 
which Scotland had received from her proud neighbour 
since the arms of Bruce extorted from her the treaty of 
Northampton, and the negotiation fell to the ground. 

It may be easily conceived, that the unwonted bold- 
ness with which James carried on his favourite measures, 
— resuming grants made in favour of the most powerful 
nobles, — altering at his will the seat of their poiver, as in 
the case of the earl of March, — intei'fering with and 
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controlling their jurisdiction over their vassals, — at 
times imprisoning the most powerful of them, as he did 
tlie ear] of Douglas, his own nephew, — and substituting 
the authority of the croAvn for that of the vassals, by 
whose greatness it had been eclipsed, — was regarded 
with very dilFerent feelings by two classes of his subjects. 
^'Fith the gi'eat mass of the nation James was popular; 
for the people felt the protection arising from the power 
of the crown, which could seldom have any temptation 
to oppress those in middle life, and willingly took re- 
fuge under it to escape from the subordinate tyranny 
of the numerous barons, whose castles croivned every 
clifi^ and for whose rapacity or violence no object was 
too inconsiderable. It was different with the nobi- 
lity, who felt acutely that, as the king’s importance ’ 
arose in the national scale, their own was gradually 
sinking. They regarded the quantity of blood which 
had been shed by James’s command less as a sacrifice to 
justice, than as the means by which the sovereign in- 
dulged his rapacity after forfeitures, and what they alleged 
to be his vindictive hatred to the nobility. Many of the 
victims who had suffered the penalties of the law were 
related to honourable houses ; and it was a point of ho- 
nour, and almost of conscience, with their kindred to 
watch for the opportunity to revenge their death. There 
was, therefore, a great party among the nobility who 
regarded James with fear and hatred, and who only 
wanted an opportunity to give deadly proof of the cha- 
racter of their feelings towards him. 

The approach of war gave these evil sentiments an 
opportunity to display themselves. Sir Robert Ogle, an 
English borderer of distinction, in breach of a tmee which 
had continued uninterrupted since king James’s accession 
. to the Scottish throne, made an incursion on the borders, 
and did some mischief ; but was encountered by the earl 
of Angus near Piperden, defeated, and made prisoner. In 
resentment of this violence, and of an attempt on the part 
of the English to intercept the Scottish princess Blargaret 
on her way to France, James declared war against Eng- 
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land. He besieged Roxburgh castle with the whole 
array of his ’kingdom^ which was said to amount to a 
tumultuary multitude of nearly two hundred thousand 
men. After remaining fifteen days before Roxburgh, 
tlie king suddenly raised the siege and dismissed Ms array, 
upon surmise, as has been supposed, of treason in his host. 
That there were such practices is higHy probable; and 
a Scottish encampment, filled with feudal levies, each man 
under the banner of the noble to whom he owed service, 
was no safe residence for a monarch who was on bad 
tei:ms with his aristocracy. 

After dismissal of his army, James I. met his par- 
liament at Edinburgh, and employed himself and them 
in making several regulations for commerce, and for the 
impartial administration of justice. In the meantime 
tlie period of this active and good prince’s labours was 
speedily approaching. 

The chief author of his fate was six Robert Grahame, 
uncle to the earl of Stratherne. James, with his usual view 
of unfixing and gradually undermining the high power of 
the nobility, resumed the earldom of Stratherne, and 
obliged the young earl to accept of the earldom of Mon- 
teitli in. lieu of it. This seems to have irritated the 
haughty spirit of the earl’s uncle sir Robert, who was 
likevdse exasperated by having sustained a personal arrest 
and imprisonment, along with other men of rank, on the 
king’s return in 1425. Entertaining these causes of 
personal dislike against Ms sovereign, Grahame, in the 
parliament of 1429, undertook to represent to the king 
the grievances of the nobiKty : but, instead of doing so 
with respect and moderation, this fierce and haughty 
.man worked Mmself into such extremity of passion as 
to make offer to arrest the monarch in name of the 
estates of parliament. A's no one dared to support him 
in an attempt so arrogant, Grahame was seized, and, 
finally, his possessions were declared forfeited, and he 
himself ordered into banishment. 

He retired to the recesses of the Highlands, vowing 
revenge, and had the boldness to send forth from his 
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lurking place a written defiance, in wliich he renounced 
the king's alle^ance, and declared himself his mortal 
enemy. On this new proof of audacity, a I'eward was 
ofibrcd to any one wlio shoultl bring in the person of sir 
llohcrt Graliame dead or alive. On this a conspiracy 
took place, the event of which was terrible, although we 
can but ill trace the motives of some of the party. 

The ostensible head of the conspirators was the king’s 
o\yn uncle, IFalter earl of Athole, son of Robert the 
third, by his second marriage. This ambitious old man 
■\vas not prevented by his near alliance with the crown from 
plotting against his royal nephew’s life, with the purpose 
of placing on the throne sir Robert Stewart, his own 
grandson, who on his part, though favoured by the king, 
and holding the confidential situation of chamberlain, did 
not hesitate to enter into so nefarious a conspiracy. The 
event proved that the conspirators had formed their plan 
for assassinating their prince mth too much accuracy. 
Rut the hopes upon which Athole and his gi’andson 
founded the subsequent part of their plot seem to have 
bee 2 i vague and uncertain to an extravagant degree, in- 
ducing us to believe, that, like other heated and fiery 
spirits in similar situations, those engaged in the bloody 
design must have worked themselves into the belief that 
the feelings of hatred towards James which animated their 
own bosoms were also nourished by the greater part of 
t!ie community ; a species of self-delusion common 
amongst men who engage in such desperate enterprises. 

The removal of the com-t to Perth, where James pro- 
posed to hold his Christmas, facilitated the conspirators’ 
enterprise, by making a sudden descent from the High- 
37. lands, a short expedition. Aboutthe21stot Febmary, the. 
king, after haring entertained his treacherous uncle of 
Athole at supper, was about to' retire to rest in the Domi- 
nican monastery, which was tire royal residence for the 
time, when it was suddenly entered by a body of three 
hundred men, whose admittance had been facilitated by 
sir Robert Stewart, the faithless chamberlain. There is 
a tradition that a young lady in attendance on the queen. 
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named Katherine Douglas, endeavoured to supply the 
ivant of a bar to the door of the royal apartment by 
thrusting her own arm across the staples. This slender 
obstacle was soon overcome. So much time had, however, 
been gained, that the queen and her ladies had found 
means to let down the king into a vault beneath the 
apartment, from which he might have made his escape, 
had not an entrance from the sewer to the court of the 
monastery been built up by his oivn order a day or two 
before, because his balls, as he played at tennis, were 
lost by entering the vault. Still, notwithstanding this 
obstacle, the king might have escaped, for the assassins 
left the apartment without finding out his place of re- 
treat, and, having in their brutal fury wounded the queen, 
dispersed to seek for James in the other chambers. Un- 
, happily, before either the conspirators had withdrawn 
from the palace, or assistance had arrived, the king en- 
deavoured, by the help of the ladies, to escape from the 
vault, and some of the \'iUains returning, detected him 
in the attempt. Two brothers, named HaU, then descend- 
ing into the vault, fell fiercely upon James with their dag- 
gers ; when young, active, and fighting for his life, the 
king threw them down, and trode them xmder foot. But 
ivhile he was struggling ivith the traitors, and cutting 
his hands in an attempt to wrench their daggers from 
them, the principal conspirator, Grahame, came to the 
assistance of his associates, and the king died by many 
wounds. Tlfus fell James I., a prince of distinguished 
talents and virtue, too deep in political specidation, per- 
haps, for the period in which he lived, too hasty and 
eager in carrying his meditated reformation into execu- 
tion, and too rigorous in punishing crimes W'hich were 
rather the fruit of tempting opportunity, and of the 
general licence of a disorderly period, than the deliberate 
offspring of inilividual guilt. 

The alarm was given at last, and the attendants of 
the court and domestics began to gather to the palace, 
■from which the assassins made their escape to the fligh- 
lands, not without loss > 
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court, that, thou.i;h now executed ns a traitor, he should 
be hereafter recollected us the man avho had freed Scot- 
land from a tyrant. Jhit the evil spirit which had seduced 
him, and seemed to siieak bv his mouth, proved a false 
jirophet : the immortality avhich his memory obtained 
was only conferred by a popular rhyme, to this effect : — 

I'olh'rt (Jrnh.imr*, 

'I’hnt klllM our KInp, God ;*ivc li'im sh.imc', 

tlmncs 1, had two sons ; hut one dying in infancy, he 
left behind him only James II., who in his childhood 
succeeded to his father's tlirone. The late king had five 
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daughters, who were married, four of them into noble 
families abroad,- while the youngest was wedded to the 
earl of Angus. 

Among the transactions of this reign, we ought not to 
omit to mention the fate of two heretics. The first was a 
Wickliffite, called John Resby, already mentioned as exe- 
cuted under the regency of Albany. James I. himself is 
culpable for having permitted the death of Paul Crawar, 
a foreigner, and a follower of John of Huss. He was 
tried by Laurence of Lindores, the same bigoted inquisi- 
tor who sat in judgment on Resby, whose fate this second 
martyr shared, at Saint Andrew's, 1435. These instances 
prove that Scotland did not escape the ravages of in- 
tolerant superstition, though her history stands more free 
of such shocking cruelties than that of nations more im- 
portant and more early civihzed than herself. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

STRUGGLE BETWEEN THE NOBLES AND THE CROWN. ELEVA- 

TION OF CRICHTON AND LIVINGSTON TO THE GOVERNMENT. 

THEIR DISSENSIONS. CRICHTON -POSSESSES HIMSELF OP 

THE king’s PERSON ; BUT BY A STRATAGEM OF THE QUEEN 

HE IS CONVEYED TO STIRLING. CRICHTON IS BESIEGED IN 

EDINBURGH CASTLE ; RECONCILES HIMSELF WITH LIVINGSTON ; 
QUARRELS ONCE MORE WITH HIM J AND AGAIN OBTAINS THE 
CUSTODY OF THE KINg’s PERSON A SECOND' RECONCILIA- 
TION. POWER OF THE DOUGLAS FAMILY. TRIAL ANR 

EXECUTION OF THE YOUNG EARL OF DOUGLAS AND HIS BRO- 
THER. HIGHLAND FEUDS. DOUGLAS GAINS THE ASCEND- 
ANCY IN THE king’s COUNCILS. FALL OF THE LIVINGSTONS. 

FEUD OF THE EARL OF CRAWFORD AND THE OGILVIES DEATH 

OF THE QUEEN DOWAGER. WAR WITH ENGLAND. BATTLE 

OF SAUK. — marriage OF 3AMES. HIS QUARREL WITH DOU- 

GLAS : HE PUTS HIM TO DEATH WITH HIS OWN HAND. — GREAT 

CIVIL WAR. THE DOUGLAS FAMILY IS DESTROYED. WAR 

WITH ENGLAND. SIEGE OP ROXBURGH CASTLE, AND DEATH 

OF JAXIES II. 

In the reign of James I. a struggle had commenced of a 
nature hitherto unknown to Scotland. The dissensions 
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noble;, who considcrcil <-.cry ofTirr nc-ir :hr |'rr- 

.>-0)1, ns their own peejtli.nr .wnl pntninnninl ripht, nml 
who h.^d in ninny itntnnce- co;ivrr!<--l '^uch rin;i|(>yi);en?>. 
into subjects of Itcrtditnry tr.'in>.iiii‘.vir>:i. 

Ainon^ the able nicn wlinm Jnnn-" I. cnlle! iji thi- 
ni.nnncr from comjmr.itiie ob'nirity, the nnnu'*. of two 
stntcfinen appear, wliom in- had jehctc-il from the r.ni!l 
of the pentry, nml i.ni'-cd tn n hiph place it! h:>. contiri!'. 
'rhe>^c wo'C sir "Willia)!) (hiehtoi the ehr.nnllor, anil 
,‘ir AU'Samlcr Lii'ineston of Cnh. mier. IJoth wire mi :i 
of nncictit family, thnuph, <le-ce:!'!!-.l prol'.ibly ef 
jinrcntnpe, they did not numhtr atnonr: tl:i* j;ri.',t»r 
nobles, who clnimod, cenernlly jpe.nhin::, thoir birth from 
tbcXonnnn blood. Both, rmd more r-preinlly Crirluim, 
had talent.s of n diMitUTui-b.e.l «'rd<r. tmd wt.w wtll fjua- 
iillcd to ferve the state. I'nhapjiily, tlir e tv.o stati -- J‘ 
incn, t!])on avliom either th.c will of the late biticr. or the 
ordinance of n pnrlinmiiit calknl .at llditibiirph imme- 
di.ately after J.anies's murder, dcvcl'id the pinur of ;s 
joint repcncy, w-ere cnemien to each other, proivahly fnc!) 
ancient rivalry; nnd it was rtiil more unfortunate tliat 
tlieir talents were. mu united with corrmpendinp sirtuei; 
for Livingston .and Crichton appear to h.aie betn ahl c 
.amhitions, cruel, nnd un‘cmpnIons jioliticlam-. It i«, 
saiil by the Scots chronicles, that the parlianietit ;o>!pjjed 
to Crichton the chancellor the ndmitsistralion of tlte 
kingdom, and to Livingston the c.ire of the jan on of 
the young king. 

It miglit iiavc been supposed that the widowed qmen 
Joanna Ii.ad some title to he coinpriseil in the e>'mmi' - 
sion of regency, and there are indications that such lintl 
Decn the purpose of her hushand. Ihn alone, an Knglish 
stranger, and a woman, after jmweemiug the murderers 
of licr Imshand to the death, .^he seoiis to liave with- 
drawn licr.cclf from public an'airs; and shortly afterwards 
married a man of rank, tir Jame.s f^tewart, who was c.allcd 
tlic Black Knight of Lorn — .an union which, jilacing 
her.self under tutelage, disqu.alified her from the ofiice of 
regent, wliethcr in her sole person or ns an associate of 
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cause : and .as she was permitted to visit the castle at 
all times, she contrived to convey the child out of that 
fortress by inclosing him in a coder, suiiposcd to con- 
tain a part of her wardrobe. Setting sail from Leith, 
she removed the prince hy water to Stirling, where Li- 
vingston lay in garrison, hy whom she was gladly re- 
ceived. Assembling there such nobles and barons as 
adhered to him, Livingston proposed to he.siegc the castle 
of Edinburgh, and the queen oflcrcd from her own store- 
houses to supply the -soldiers with food. 'I'hc castle was 
beleaguered accordingly. Crichton, thus severely threat- 
ened, applied himself in his necessity to the carl of Dou- 
glas, offering his constant friendshij) .and assistance, on 
condition of the earl’s standing his friend at this crisis. 
The earl sc.arce heard the mcss.agc to an end, answer- 
ing with a furious look and gesture, It is hut sin.all 
harm, methinks, although such mischievous traitors ns 
Crichton and Livingston move war against each other; 
and it would ill become any of the ancient race of nobles 
to interfere to prevent their utter wreck and destruction. 
As for myself, nothing is more pleasing than to hear of 
their discord ; and I hope I shall live to see the mischief 
they deserve condignly ovcrwlielm hofh." 

The siege by this time w.is Laid around the castle of 
Edinburgh, when Crichton, baaing received this scornful 
answer from the earl of Douglas, asked an intervieay with 
his enemy Livingston, to whom ho communicated the 
carl’s reply as indicating no less hostility to the governor 
than to himself, and proposed that tliey should forget their 
private enmity, and unite to protect themselves against 
Douglas as their common enemy. At the s.ame time, 
upon an understanding that he should receive honourable 
treatment, Crichton declared liimself re.ady to aield uj) 
the c<istle to the governor. Livingston, after consulting 
his friends, accepted of Crichton’s submission, confirmed 
him in his office of chancellor, and restored the castle of 
Edinburgh to his charge; .md a course of friendship .and 
amity seems for a short interval to have taken place 
betwixt the two rival statesmen. 
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they were accused of is not known ; but the extent of their 

power and the lawless character of their Mowers must 
have afforded enough of pretexts for condemnation, when 
the sentence rested with judges who were determined to 
make no allowance for the youth and inexperience of the 
accused parties, for the artifices by which they had been 
brought witliin the danger of the law, and for their being 
totally deprived of constitutional or legal defenders. 
The youthful earl and his brother were dragged'from the 
mock judgment-seat to the castle-yard, where, in spite 
of the entreaties and prayers of the young king, they were 
cruelly beheaded. Malcolm Fleming of Cumbernauld, a 
friend and adherent of their family, slmred the fate of 
the unfortunate hoys. The whole might be well 'pro- 
nounced a murder committed with the sword of justice. 

Unquestionably Livingston and Crichton, the authors 
of this detestable treason, reckoned on its effects in de- 
pressing tlie house of Douglas, and producing general 
■ quiet and good order, the rather upon two accounts : the 
first was, that a large part of the unentailed property, 
in particular the estates of Galloway, Wigton, Bal- 
veny, Ormond, and Annandale, were severed from the 
inheritance ivhich was to descend on the new earl of 
Douglas, and went to Margaret, the sister of the earl 
William who was beheaded in the castle, who was thence 
commonly called the Fair Maiden of Galloway. An- 
other encouragement to the crime was the indolent and 
pacific disposition of James, called the Gross, the uncle 
of the mui’dered earl. This corpulent dignitary, whose 
fat 'is said to have weighed four stone, seems accordinglj 
to have taken no measures whatever for avenging the death 
of his relatives ; on which account the historian of the 
Douglas family expresses his opinion that earl James s 
obesity had invested him w'ith a dulness of spirit incon- 
sistent with the quick feeling of honour that should have 
stimulated him to a bold revenge. 

But the state took as little benefit from the division 
of the Douglas estates as from the peaceful temper of 
James the Gross. A marriage, hastily effected, between 
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"^Filliani, son and heir of .James the Gross, and his 
cousin-german, Margaret, the fair maid of Galloway, 
restored the whole of her immense possessions to the 
male heir of the house of Douglas: and James the 
Gross being remo.ved by deadr wthin two years after 
die murder at Edinburgh castle, was succeeded by die 
same M'^illiam, a youth in the flower of his age, of 
as ardent ambition 'as any of his towering house, and 
filled with hatred against Crichton and Livingston for 
their share in his Idnsinen’s death. Thus did the power 
of Douglas revive in its most dangerous form, within 
two years after the tragic execution in the castle of Edin- 
burgh ; and the political crime of Crichton and Living- 
ston was, like many of the same dark complexion, com- 
mitted in vain. 

If we look' at Scotland generally during this minority, 
it forms a dark and disgusting spectacle. Feudal ani- 
mosities were revived in all corners of the country ; and 
the harriers of the law having been in a great measure 
removed, the land was drenched with the blood of its 
inhabitants, shed by their countrymen and neighbours. 
In 14<42 John Colqulioun, lord of Luss, was cut off, 
with many of his followers, by a party of Highlanders. 
In the su'bsequent year, the sheriff of Perth, sir Wflliam 
Iluthven, having arrested a Highland thief, and being in 
the act of leading him to execution, a rescue was at- 
tempted by a body of Athole mountaineers, headed by 
a chief named John Gorme, or Gormac.* The assailants 
were, however, defeated, and their leaders slain. 

In the midst of universal complaint, bloodshed, and 
confusion, the king was, approaching his fourteenth year. 
He was easily persuaded, or brought to persuade himself, 
that he could govern more effectively Avithout the con- 
trol of Crichton and Liringston, Avhile the greater pai-t 
of his subjects were at least satisfied that he could not 
vule Avorse than Avith the assistance of such unscrupulous 
counsellors. This produced a desire on the part both of 
the king and his subjects to tlissolve the regency ; and the 

* The Blue, £0 called, perhaps, from the colour of his dress. 
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they were ncciiserl of is not known ; but the extent of their 
power aiul the lawless character of their followers must 
have anbrded enough of pretexts for condemnation, when 
the sentence rested witli judges who were determined to 
make no allowance for the youth and inexperience of the 
accused parties, for the artifices by which they had been 
brought within the danger of the law, and for their being 
totally dcjirivcd of constitutional or legal defenders. 
Tlie youthful carl and his brother w'ere dragged from the 
mock judgment-seat to the castle-yard, where, in spite 
of the entreaties and prayers of the young king, they were 
cruelly heheaded. i\Ialcolm Fleming of Cumbernauld, a 
friend and adherent of their family, shared the fate of 
the unfortunate boys. The whole might be well 'pro- 
nounced a murder committed with the sword of justice. 

Unquestionably Livingston and Crichton, the authors 
of this detestable treason, reckoned on its effects in de- 
])rcssing the house of Douglas, and producing general 
• quiet nml good order, the rather upon two accounts : the 
first was, that a large part of the unentailed property, 
in j)articular the estates of Galloway, IFigton, Bal- 
veny, Ormond, and Annandale, were severed from the 
inheritance which tvas to descend on the new earl of 
Douglas, and went to Margaret, the sister of the earl 
IFilliain who was beheaded in the castle, who was thence 
commonly called the Fair IMaiden of Galloway. An- 
other encouragement to the crime was the indolent and 
jiacific disposition of James, called the Gi'oss, the uncle 
of the murdered carl. This corpulent dignitary, whose 
fat is said to have weighed four stone, seerps accordingly 
to have taken no measures whatever for avenging the death 
of his relatives ; on which account the historian of the 
Douglas family expresses his opinion that earl James s 
obesity had invested him with a dulness of spirit incon- 
sistent with the quick feeling of honour that should have 
stimulated him to a bold revenge. 

But the state took as little benefit from the division 
of the Douglas estates as £rom the peaceful temper of 
James the Gross. A marriage, hastily effected, between 
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William, son and heir of James the Gross, and his 
cousin-german, Margaret, the fair maid of GaUoivay, 
restored the whole of her immense possessions to the 
male heir of the house of Douglas: and James the 
Gross being removed by death within two years after 
rhe murder at Edinburgh castle, was succeeded by the 
same William, a youth in the flower of his age, of 
as ardent ambition 'as any of his towering house, and 
filled with hatred against Crichton and Livingston for 
their share in his kinsmen’s death. Thus did the power 
of Douglas revive in its most dangerous form, within 
two years after the tragic execution in the castle of Edin- 
burgh ; and the poHtical crime of Crichton and Living- 
ston was, like many of the same dark complexion, com- 
mitted in vain. 

If we look’ at Scotland generally during this minority, 
it forms a dark and disgusting spectacle. Feudal ani- 
mosities were revived in _aU corners of the country ; and 
the barriers of the law having been in a great measure 
removed, the land was drenched with the blood of its 
inhabitants, shed by their countrymen and neighbours. 
In 1442 John Colquhoun, lord of Luss, was cut ofl^ 
with many of his foUowei's, by a party of Highlanders. 
In the subsequent year, the sheriff of Perth, sir William 
Ruthven, liaving arrested a Highland thief, and being in 
the act of leading him to execution, a rescue was at- 
tempted by a body of Athole mountaineers, headed by 
a chief named John Gorme, or Gormac.* The assailants 
Avere, hmvever, defeated, and their leaders slain. 

In the midst of universal complaint, bloodshed, and 
confusion, the king was, approaching his fourteenth year. 
He Avas easily persuaded, or brought to persuade himself, 
that he could govern more effectively Avithout the con- 
trol of Crichton and Livingston, while the greater part 
of his subjects AA^ere at least satisfied that he could not 
rule Avorse tlian Avitli the assistance of such unscrupulous 
counsellors. This produced a desire on the part both of 
the king and liis subjects to dissolve the regency ; and the 

• The Blue, so called, pcihaps, from the '' dress. 
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t.-jrl of noiipiJns tnfsling to flndliis own- advantage^ and 
flu- tm-atis of j)roscciiling In's revenge against Crichton 
und Livingston, witli more art tlianJiis house had usuaUy 
nt.initv'.tvd, resolved to make personal advances to gain 
file kiiig's favour, and iiroscciite I)ig course to power 
ratiter a'i an ally and minister of the throne than the 
nvowfd rival and antagonist of the royal family. 

'fherc was an occasion shortly offered wliich afforded 
Douglas- .a graceful opportunity of approaching the king’s 
pors ui witli offers of service and protestations of fidelity^ 
Sir Knhcrt Scinjile, sheriff-dej)utc to the lord Erskine, 
'vas in tlic important charge of Dumbarton castle, while 
the upper baillie of the same fort was intrusted to 
I’atrick (Jallirnitli, a vassal of tlie carl of Douglas. For 
f'Utie utiktiowti cause of suspicion, Semple deprived Gal- 
hraitli of his charge, and ordered him to begone from 
t!ie castle. Galbraitli seemed to obey; but introducing 
a few men, uiidor pretence of rcnioving liis furniture and 
iiouschold stufl^ he suddenly attacked sir Robert Semple, 
and expelled, or, as other authorities say, slew him, and 
seized the whole fortress into his own possession. 

The carl of Douglas assumed an appearance of great 
toncern, as if Galbraith’s dependence upon liim might 
occasion (his affiir to be made a handle against him by 
his enemies. He therefore came to court, submitted 
liimself to tlic king’s will, placed his person in the royal 
jiowcr without reserve, and personated so well the ex- 
])rcssions and behaviour of a good subject, that James 
was delighted to find in the earl of Douglas, -who had 
been represented as a formidable rival, a vassal so power- 
ful at once and so humble. -The king received him not 
into favour only, but into confidential trust and power, 
and with the assistance received from him easily suc- 
ceeded in assuming the supreme authority into liis o«n 
hands, and in displacing Livingston and Crichton, ivho 
had governed in James’s name since his father’s death. 

In modern times, the dismission of a ministry whose 
government has lasted long and assumed an absolute 
character, is usually folloived by enquiries and impeach- 
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nients : in the more ancient clays^ the ministers were 
called to ‘account for their power hy the terrors of a cinl 
war. But the late chancellor and governor were, as the 
age required, soldiers as well as statesmen. Livingston 
shut himself up in the castle of Stirling, and determined 
on resistance ; the chancellor also garrisoned liis castles, 
and stood upon his defence. Douglas, armed with the 
royal authority, marched against the baronial castles of 
Crichton and of Barnton, both belonging to the late chan- 
cellor. These fortresses were held out against the Dou- 
glas’s banner for several days, but surrendered when that 
of the king was displayed before them. Douglas caused 
them to be dismantled. 

But the far more important castle of Edinburgh was 
stoutly defended by sir William Crichton in person ; nor 
did he refrain from offensive measures ; for, in revenge 
of the mischief done by Douglas to his lands, he made 
sallies out of the castle with force sufficient to destroy the 
lands of Abercorn and Strabrock, belonging to the earl, 
lie continued to hold out the castle of Edinburgh for 
nine weeks, .and at last surrendered it on the most advan- 
tageous terms. He was confirmed in liis honours, titles, 
and possessions ; even his office of chancellor was restored 
to him. He seems to have formed an alliance with the 
carl of Douglas, and consented to take a share in his ad- 
ministration, surrendering at the same time to the earl’s 
resentment sir Alexander Li>’ingston, the king’s governor. 

This latter statesman was arrested, with many of his 
friends ; and though his own gray hairs were spared, 
their ransom was dearly purchased by the decapitation of 
his two sons, and the destruction of his family. He 
himself was imprisoned, and with his kinsmen Dundas, 
Bruce, and others, subjected to ruinous fines and pe- 
nalties. 

The carl of Douglas now attained the high dignity of 
lieutenant-general of the'kingdom, and having the uni- 
versal management of st.atc affairs, failed not to use his 
influence for the advancement of the ovcrswollen import- 
ance of his house. Three of his brothers were created 
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peers. Archibald, by marrying with the heiress of the earl 
of Moray, succeeded to that title and estate; Hlurh Dou- 
glas was made earl of Ormond; and John lord of Balveny. 

Meantime the public tranquillity went fowreck on all 
hands; and one feud is distinguished by our historians 
from the rest^ on. account of the number and consequence 
of the parties engaged on both sides. The powerful earl 
of Crawford, by countenance and aid of tlie Livingstons, 
and by assistance of the family of Ogilvy, made an in- 
road on the property of the bishopric of Saint Andrew’s,, 
then held by James Kennedy, a near relation to the king. 
For this incursion, the bishop excommunicated the parties 
concerned on all the holidays of the year, with staff and 
mitre, book, bell, and candle. This, however, was but 
empty vengeance on men who made but slight account 
1‘I45. of his curses. A more effectual amends ensued from a 
quarrel between the master of Crawford and Ogilvy of 
Inverquharity, the chief of that great name, about the 
baillieivick of Aberbrothock, which the abbot had taken 
from Crawford and bestowed upon Ogilvy. They as- 
sembled their forces on each side ; and the parties hav- 
ing met near the gates of the town of Aberbrothock, 
were prepared to fight it out, headed by the master of 
Crawford on the one side, and Inverquharity on jthe other. 
The Gordons, under the earl of Huntley, arrived on tlie 
field of battle, took the part of the Ogilvies, and the battle 
was about to join. At this moment the earl of Crawford 
rode forward between the two bodies, with the purpose 
of making terms. The master halted his forces at his 
father’s command, and the earl was advancing towards the 
Ogilvies, when one of them, ignorant who he was, rode 
■at him with his lance, threw him to the ground, and 
mortally wounded him. Both parties joined battle with 
mutual fury, and after a fierce conflict the Ogilvies were 
defeated, and their chief fell in the action, while his ally 
Huntley only escaped by flight. It gives an idea of the 
fury of this domestic feud, when we read that in this 
battle of Aberbrothock five hundred of the vanquished 
were slain on the field. The earl of Crawford did not 
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long survive this bloody field of private vengeance; and 
liis body lay for a considerable time above ground^ on ac- 
count of the sentence of excommunication. 

In the midst of this almost universal turmoil ive may 
notice the death of Joanna, the queen mother, who 
hardly obtained permission to die in safety in the castle 
of Dunbar, that, of Hales being stormed and taken 
for having afforded her temporary refuge. Her hus- 
band, the Black Knight of Lorn, having uttered some 
words reflecting on the administration of the earl of 
Douglas, saw liimself compelled to leave Scotland. His 
misfortunes continued to attend him ; the bark on which 
he sailed for France was taken by a Flemish corsair, and 
he died shortly after in a species of captivity. 

In the mean time the earl of Douglas, who possessed 
the warlike character of his ancestors, defended the coun- 
try against its external enemies with better success than 
that with which he maintained domestic tranquillity. 
The borderers, partaking the spirit of the unsettled 
times, had broken through the truce hy incursions on 
both sides; and the discordant administrations of Hen- 
ry VI, and James II., who strongly resembled each other 
in point of cabal and internal dissension, found that the 
two countries were at war, even without either govern- 
ment intending it. On the one side, Dumfries was burnt 
by young Percy and Robert Ogle ; on the other. Lord 
Balveny, the youngest brother of Douglas, gave the town 
of Alnwick to the flames. 

To make a deeper impression on the hostile country, 
the earl of Huntingdon and lord Percy crossed the 
western marches with about fifteen thousand men. They 
were met by Douglas at the head of a much inferior 
army, who either defeated or compelled them to retire. 
This foil only animated the English to a stronger effort, 14 
They assembled an army amounting to twenty thousand 
men.- They crossed the river Sark at low water, and found 
themselves in front of the Scottish force, under command 
of Hugh earl of Ormond, another brother of the Douglas 
family. Sir Thomas Wallace of Craigie, who seems to 
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])ccr,s, Arcliibald, by marrying with the heiress of the earl 
of i\Ioray, succeeded to that title and estate; Hu<^h Dou 
glas tras made ear] of Ormond; and John lord of Baiveny. 

iifeantime the public tranquillity went to wreck on all 
hands ; and one feud is distinguished by our historians 
from the rest^ on account of tlie number and consequence 
of the parties engaged on both sides. The powerful earl 
of Crawford, by countenance and aid of the Livingstons, 
and by assistance of the family of Ogilvy, made an in- 
road on the property of the bishopric of Saint Andrew’s, . 
then Iteld by James Kennedy, a near relation to the king' 
For this incursion, the bishop excommunicated the parties 
concerned on all the holidays of the year, with staff and 
mitre, book, bell, and candle. This, however, was but 
empty vengeance on men who made but slight account 
5. of his curses. A more effectual amends ensued from a 
quarrel between the master of Crawford and Ogilvy of 
Inverquharity, the chief of that great name, about the 
baillieu'ick of Aberbrothock, which the abbot had taken 
from Crawford and bestowed upon Ogilvy. They as- 
sembled tlieir forces on each side ; and the parties hav- 
ing met near the gates of the town of Aberbrothock, 
■^vere prepared to fight it out, headed by the master of 
Crawford on the one side, and Inverquharity on the other. 
The Gordons, under the earl of Huntley, arrived on the 
field of battle, took the part of the Ogilvies, and the battle 
ivas about to join. At this moment the earl of Crawford 
rode forward between the two bodies, with the purpose 
of making terms. The master halted his forces at his 
father’s command, and the earl was advancing towards the 
Ogilvies, wl)en one of them, ignorant who he Avas, rode 
-at him with his lance, threrv him to the ground, and 
mortally Avounded him. Both parties joined battle Avith 
mutual fury, and after a fierce conflict the Ogilvies Avere 
defeated, and their chief fell in the action, Avhile his ally 
Huntley only escaped by flight. It gives an idea of the 
fury of this domestic feud, Avhen Ave read that in this 
battle of Aberbrothock five hundred of the vanquished 
were slain on the field. The earl of Crawford did not 
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long survive tliis bloody field of private vengeance; and 
his body lay for a considerable time above ground, on ac- 
count of the sentence of excommunication. 

In the midst of this almost universal turmoil ive may 
notice the death of Joanna, the queen mother, ivho 
hardly obtained permission to die in safety in the castle 
of Dunbar, that- of Hales being stormed and taken 
for having afforded her temporary refuge. Her hus- 
band, the Black Knight of Lorn, haring uttered some 
words reflecting on the administration of the earl of 
Douglas, saw liimself compelled to leave Scotland. His 
misfortunes continued to attend him ; the bark on which 
he sailed for France was taken by a Flemish corsair, and 
he died shortly after in a species of captivity. 

In the mean time the earl of Douglas, who possessed 
the Avarlike character of his ancestors, defended the coun- 
try against its external enemies with better success than 
that Avith Avhich he maintained domestic tranquillity. 

The borderers, partaking the spirit of the unsettled 
times, had broken through the truce by incursions on 
both sides; and the discordant administrations of Hen- 
ry VI. and James II., who strongly resembled each other 
in point of cabal and internal dissension, found that the 
two countries Avere at Avar, even without either govern- 
ment intending it. On the one side, Dumfries Avas burnt 
by young Percy and Robert Ogle ; on the other. Lord 
Balveny, the youngest brother of Douglas, gave the tOAvn 
of AlnAvick to the flames. 

To make a deeper impression on the hostile country, 
the earl of Huntingdon and lord Percy crossed the 
Avestern marches Avith about fifteen thousand men. They 
Avere met by Douglas at the head of a much inferior 
army, who either defeated or compelled them to retire. 

This foil only animated the English to a stronger efibrt. I4‘ii 
They assembled an army amounting to tAventy thousand 
men.- They crossed the river Sark at Ioav Avater, and found 
themselves in front of the Scottish force, under command 
of Hugh earl of Ormond, another brother of the Douglas 
family. Sir Thomas Wallace of Craigie, Avho seems to 
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honourable commission of renewing the old alliance with 
France, and seeding out upon the continent a befitting 
match for the king. The election fell on IVIary of 
Gueldres, with %vhom Philip of Burgundy agreed to give 
sixty thousand croiras of gold as the portion of his kins- 
woman, who had been educated at his court. The al- 
liance with France was renewed, and one witli Burgundy 
w’as entered into. The success of sir William Crichton 
in this negotiation, and the acceptable selection of his 
bride, raised the old statesman still higher in James’s 
favour; and as he acquired the royal confidence, he had 
further opportunities of instilling into the sovereign’s 
mind the ^es of policy on Avhich his father James I. had 
acted, with a view of raising the power of the crown, and 
depressing the feudal greatness of the nobility. These 
instructions were necessarily unfavourable to Douglas. 

A parliament was held at Edinburgh, providing for 1.550 
the restoration of the progresses of the justiciary courts, 
which had been interrupted, and denouncing the penalties 
of rebellion against all persons who should presume to 
make private war on the king’s subjects, declaring, that 
the whole force of the country should be led against them 
if necessary. Severe laws were made against spoilers 
and marauders ; and regulations laid down that the 
nobility should travel witli moderate trains, to avoid 
oppressing the coimtry. Finally, a statute was passed 
imposing the pains of treason on any who should aid or 
supply ivith help or counsel diose who were traitors to 
die king’s person, or who should garrison houses in their 
defence, or aid such rebels in die assault of castles or 
other places where the king’s person should happen to be 
for the time. The tendency of these laws shows the pre- 
dominant evilJ which had taken root during the king’s 
minority, and the remedies ^ by wliich, when come to 
man’s estate, James II. proceeded to attempt a cure. 

The earl of Douglas, finding his court-favour upon the 
wane, began to withdraw himself from the king’s, and, in 
despite of the laws which had been so lately enacted, to 
play the independent prince in his own country, which 
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comprehended all the bordersj and great part of the 
Avest of Scotland. An instance of liis mode of acting 
occurred in a feud between Ricliard Colville of OcliiU 
tree and John Auchinleck of Aucliinlcck. The former 
having received some injuries from Auchinleck, watdicil 
an opportunity, while his enemy was journeying to ^vait 
vpon the earl of Douglas, whose follower he was, and 
144^. on tlie road waylaid and slew him, Dougins, consider- 
ing this violence as a personal insult to himself, under- 
taken perhaps in scorn of his diminislicd power, in- 
stantly beset Colville’s castle tnth a body of men, took 
it by force, and put the lord and his garrison to the 
sword. Tliis daring contempt of the public Jaw, though 
coloured over as the vengeance .claimed Iiy the memory of 
a worthy follower, was justly rcgardcil at court ns a 
daring insult to the roy^ authority, and so much re- 
sented by James, that the carl judged it prvilcnt for n 
time to absent himself, not only from the court, hut from 
the country. 

1450. The earl of Douglas, therefore, undertook a pilgrimngt 
to Rome, which he performed magnificently, with o 
retinue of six knights, fourteen gentlemen, nml eighty 
attendants of inferior rank. lie was received nt I’nris 
with the honour duo to his high family, and the memory 
of his ancestor who fell at Verncui) in the French 


service. Even at Rome the name of Douglas was 
respected, and the rude magnificence of the earl who 
bore it attracted attention and regard. 

"Wliile Douglas was absent on his pilgrimage, his vas- 
sals continued to be disorderly and insubordinate as I e- 
forc. Symington, the carl’s hailiff in Douglas-dale, v.a*. 
cited to answer for the conduct of such malefactor';, iiui 


contumaciously refused to obey. Ujion this, illiam 
Sinclair, carl of Orkney, then chancellor of Scotland, v-' a 
sent to levy distress on the rents ami goods of the ear! ( f 
Douglas, to satisfy those who complained of injtiry fo'Ci 
his tenants. The chancellor’s inis'ion met nith c" 
cess, for he was received only with re'^i^tanreand is 'n't. 
The king, incensed a: this conttiwacy oiRn-d i‘> t' <• 
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at your pleasure.” He then mounted his good horse, 
and, unable any longer to suppress his burning sense 
of the insult and injury with which he had been 
treated, he sternly said, " My lord, if I live, you shall 
be rewarded according to your demerits for this day’s 
work. The earl, incensed at these words, instantly 
called to horse ; and though sir Patrick Gray rode off 
upon the spur so soon as he had uttered the threat, 
he was chased by the followers of the Douglas till near to 
Edinburgh, and would have been taken but for the 
excellence of his led horse. 

It is probable that this piece of cruelty, accompanied 
with such a marked degree of contempt, not only to the 
laws but to the person of the king, filled up the cup of , 
J ames's resentment against the earl of Douglas. Still 
the extreme power which rendered this overgiomi noble 
«o presumptuous made it perilous for the king to enter 
into open war against him. It was therefore determined 
by Crichton and others, who shared in the king’s more 
secret councils, that the king should affect an appear- 
ance of good wiU towards the earl, and invite him to 
court, with assurances that none of his past enormities 
should be enquired into, and that a reconciliation should 
be effected, on the footing of Douglas’s forbearing such 
aggressions against the royal authority in future. 

By what allurements the king and his counsellors 
were able to lull to rest the suspicions which Douglas, 
conscious of his own demerits, must have entertained of 
James’s feelings towards one by whom he had been pub- 
licly insulted, we have no means of knowing. It ap- 
pears that religion, too often employed as the most 
efficient mask of sinister designs, was not spared on the 
occasion ; and that sir William Crichton and sir Patrick 
Gray had proposed to accompany Douglas and his bro- 
ther James, with lord Hamilton, his most powerful and 
faithful follower, upon a pilgrimage to Canterbury. 


* This circumstance renders it most probable Hiat the casOc of DomIm 

wasthesceMoftbisstrangeincident.-tbatoftheThrieve bem 

M island! sir Patrick Gray could not have escaped from It on horteback 
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upon the bond or league in wliich Douglas had citta-t-d 
.■ivith the earls of Crawford and Ross, anil eanuNjIv »n-'od 
him to renounce it as a confederacy inconsistent ;uth 
his allegiance, dangerous to the state/and contrary to tlic 
express iaw of tlie realm. The carl haughtily rtpliu!, 
thatj his faifli being once jiledged to that bond ns- a 
solemn engagement, he coiihl not with his- hcnunir re- 
nounce it, nor would he do so for the wonN of any 
living man. “ By heaven, then,'’ said the king, his 
wrath being excited to the uttermost by the oli'tinatc 
and disrespectful answer of the earl, "if )on vili not 
break the confederacy, this shall." So s.aving, be drew 
his dagger, and plunged it in Douglas’s b ’dy, Sir 
Patrick Gray came to the assistance of the kiin:, .nid, not 
unmindful of his vow of revenge, beat Douglas dm-, ii 
with his battle-.axc, .and all the courtiers j>reseni .attt trd 


their approbation of the deed, by striking tluir kniu-« 
and daggers into the too powerfid subject, vho l.i\ now 
a corpse at the feet of his sovereign. 

The character of James II. suffered a gre.it ••t-rin by 
the death of Douglas, slain by his own haiul vldb- the 
royal guest, under sanction of the public f.iitli. But cir- 
cumstances acquit the king of the prcmcdit.iti-d guilt of 
the action, and .show it to have been the turim!. i\- 
plosion of a sudden gust of jinssion, v.hii-h, it ptrd>'!. 
able in any person, in;iy plead .«oine cncum- iiMlo- fr'- 
of a prince braved to tiie face by his subjicr. lt,d-'d, 
-what end could the king or hi- ctnm'-.llor pm-i > to 
themselves by taking the c.arl’.s lite, v. luu in tl.f r ry 
town of Stirling, at the moment of the dfd, i.-- I il 
five surviving brothers, men of undauntfd <-o:.’rt-» a- ! 
resolution, tlic eldest of v,-hom mii'i hi\c 2' 

in fact he did, to tfie full j)owtr of the * o ';n'>d 
earl? Such a crime, then-fore, coidd oids D if - i o - 


of inst.antly precipitating tint dri -dtid 
the crowiraud ilie aristocr.iry v hieh i 


of tlie court to delay till 
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>!;- >n :lu' Ucut ur tr.i :«c in v.!iii-h liatl cn”,i"cti 

V. i'.’i i.'u' c-ul. «'! ( f.iAjunJ .ua! ivii-.’., .iiai i-ariic.itly urgal 

}tS!!5 {it ft’!iuur.v.\' it .\k .1 CkHi'.oliT.icy iiicoiiHi.iifjit wiijj 
hi. ii.tii,^cruu . lu ihf .‘.{.itc, .mil cuiur.iry to the 

l-r.v uf till- ii ilm. The e.irj )i.(ij^hiiiy repliai, 
hi. I.iiili oiicc j>!eii;^c(l lu tii.il boiul as a 

lie could not with his honour re- 
Jiiiii;:ce it, nor v/kuM he do io fur ilie words of any 
li>ii!r: m m. ” I5y iie.ncii, tiicii," .-.liil the kiii^', liis 
licin;4 e\ci;id [t» the unermost hy l!ie ohstin.ite 
and di'.K .j t, ciud .uuwer of the e.irl, '* if you will not 
hre.il; tlic coutcilcr.icy, tliii .••h.d!." S‘o sayiiij;, lie drew 
hi. d.!,'.^cr, .md jiliui_;tcd it in Douj^!as'.s body. Sir 
I’at.'icJ; (Jr-iv c.ime tn the a".i^t.lnce of the kinjr, .unh not 
unmiiidfni of in.-* vow of revenue, beat Dou^ulas down 
wuii In. b.itsle-.i.ve. .md .dl the courtiers present attested 
thelf .ippfob.ition of the deed, by striking tbeir knives 
.md d.iyyers into the too powerful subject, who lay now 
a cofp e .it (he feet of his soverciyii. 

The ch.ir.icler of .l.uues II. sutfered a j'reat stain by 
the de.ith of Dou^l.i-., stain hy liis own hand while die 
ri>y.d ipicsi, under .s.iiiclion of the public fiiih. IJutcir- 
ctmiit-mccs acijuit the kini; of the premeditated guilt of 
the .tctioii, and show it to h.ivc been the turious ex- 
jilo-ion of .1 .suiiden gust of p,».v.ion, which, ii pardon- 
aiiie in .my per.son, m.»y plead some excuse iu the case 
of a priiu’e br.ivcd to tlic face hy his sulyect. Indeed, 
what end could the king or his counsellors propose to 
ilieimselves by taking the carl's life, when in the very 
town of Stirling, at the moment of the deed, he had 
live surviving brotiiers, men of undaunted courage and 
resolution, the eldest of whom must have succeeded, as 
in fact he did, to the full power of the slaughtered 
earl ? Such a crime, therefore, could only be the means 
of instantly precipitating that dreadful struggle between 
the crown ami the aristocracy which it was the interest 
of the court to delay till some more lavourable oj)por- 
tunity, ami which would certainly be most impoliticly 
commenced by an act ciurying with it the disadvantage 
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and in further reprobation of the king’s treachery they 
proclaijnetl liim and his advisers and accomplices in 
the death of Douglas false^ perjured, and forsworn 
men, while four hundred horns blew out at once to 
attest the fact thus formally promulgated. They then 
burnt die town of Stirling, but drew off their forces, 
as finding themselves still unable to attempt the siege of 
t)ie castle, so that the king obtained some breathing 
space to improve bis affairs in a very dangerous crisis. 

Several of the nobility, seeing it absolutely necessary 
to take a part in the approaching contest, declared for 
the lawful authority of the ciown, feeling, probably, that 
the control of a sovereign prince was more honourable 
certainly, and not likely to be so severe as that of the 
house of Douglas. Among those who held such opinions 
was an important chief of the house of Douglas itself, 
namely, the earl of Angus, who, being nearly related to 
the king, preferred the royal service to that of the head of 
his own house. The lord Douglas of Dalkeith also held 
out Ids castle, so named, against the fiercest attacks of 
the earl his namesake and kinsman. The king's most 
powerful adherent was, however, Alexander Gordon, the 
first earl of Huntley, who arrayed under the royal 
standard a great part of the northern barons, and inarched 
southward at their head towards Stirling. 

The earl of Crawford was, however, faithful to his 
bond of alliance, though Douglas, with whom it had been 
contracted, was no more. Being cited to justify himself 
against an accusation of treason, he refused to obey, and 
assembling a strong army of his Mends in Fifesliire 
and Angusshire, he took post at Brechin, in order to in- 
tercept Huntley on his march towards Stirling. On the 
evening before the expected battle, Huntley j that his 
men might have more spirit in the encounter the next 
day, distributed many fair lands among the leaders of 
his army. Crawford followed a more niggardly policy. 
CoUasse of Balnamoon, or Bonnyraoon, who commanded 
a select division of axe-men and biU-men in the earl s 
army, feeling his own importance, requested of the earl. 
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subniittcd Iiimself in the most humble manner to the 
king's mercy, and was received with some degree of 
favour. 'I’lie hing rode to visit him at the house of 
i-'inbaven, where he was dutifully and respectfully enter- 
{•liiicclj and dames is said to have thrown a flag-stone 
from the battlements of the castle down into the ditch, 
that lie might, without injury to the earl or his mansion, 
fultil a vow wiiich he had made in Ids anger, that he 
would make the highest stone of that house the lowest. 

M5S. Shortly afterwards some species of peace or truce 
seems to have been patched up between the king and the 
earl of Douglas, witli little sincerity on either side, but 
from a feeling of unwillingness in both to carry to ex- 
tremity a contest which must inevitably terminate in the 
ilestruction of the house of Douglas or that of Stewart, 
now exasperated by mutual wrongs, and placed in the 
most direct opposition to each other. But the pause of 
a few months again awakened the contending families 
to contention, which had never perhaps been actually 
suspended, but was now to be final and decisive. The ' 
forces of tlie parties stood thus matched : — 

In tile north the king's interest predominated, though 
not without a struggle ; Huntley having been defeated 
by Murray, at a swampy spot called the Bog of Duu- 
kintie. 'riie consequence of these feuds to the commu- 
nity at large may be guessed by the fate of the town of 
Elgin. One part of the town was burned by the earl 
of Murray as the property of citizens who favoured the 
Gordon : Huntley having recovered the superiority in 
Ids turn, it is most likely the other half was consumed 
as houses belonging to adherents of'Douglas. Meantime 
botli Murray and Ormond felt in the long run unequal 
to defend themselves in the north against the fandhes of 
distinction who joined the king’s standard, and they both 
retreated to the Hebrides. 

The earl of Douglas, after the temporary reconcile- 
ment ivith his sovereign, had retreated to England with 
several members of his family, and particularly with 
Margaret, called the Fair Maiden of Galloway, widow of 
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parently faithful minister, had died before these second 
tumults commenced; but he had a wise and able coun- 
sellorr in James Kennedy, archbishop of Saint Andrew’s, 
to whose advice he listened on this occasion. This saga- 
cious prelate reminded James that the camp of the 
Douglas, though containing a very large host, consisted 
of numerous chieftains who followed the insurgent earl 
not from attachment, but either out of awe for his power, 
or hopes that they might gain something in the conflict. 
Could the expectations and fears of such persons*be with- 
drawn from Douglas and fixed on the king, there woiild be 
no difficulty in transferring their allegiance to the crown. 
" The foe,” said the sagacious prelate, are like a sheaf 
of arrows: while they remain bound together, it were 
vain to attempt to break them; but sever the tie which 
unites them together, and a child may shiver them one 
after another.” 

Acting upon the counsel which he gave, the primate 
undertook to lop a main limb from the Douglas's 
enterprise, by a private communication \vith Hamilton, 
who commanded a chosen body of troops in Douglas's 
army. He had been the uniform and attached friend 
of earl William of Douglas, murdered at Stirling, and 
was now that of earl James. But he began to perceive 
that the latter had too little of the decisive character 
belonging to his house to bring the present conflict to an 
honourable or advantageous issue. He listened, there- 
fore, btit did not close immediately with the proposal 
of the archbishop, that he should embrace the royal party, 
and he hesitated between the sense of what was most 
for his own interest and personal advantage, and that 
which friendship and honour required of him. 

The king now advanced with his host, and Douglas 
drew out his forces to meet him. The king’s heralds ad- 
vancing, charged" the rebels to disperse, under the pains oi 
treason ; and though Douglas returned a scornful answer, 
he saw the royal proclamation had such influence on his 
army, that he was induced'to suspend the impending action 
tin next day, and lead his troops back into bis intrench- 
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-in.l !c.a!cr.v if iwi tyrant.^,, of the people, and with 
rcM-vijiice redtja-d all the strong places of tiip 
to ids own antliority. Doi)gh-« castle itself, 
Ui a of t-iratliaven, ati.l that of'thc T/irieve, were in this 
in.itnjcr taken and demoIi,->l)eih 


.\Sai!tJ the .-.line time, anii wfiile the king was making 
hh tfimnphani jirogrc.ss, iJouglas himself lied intoEng- 
land u'itha very lew altciulauts. Ilis three brollicrs, AJoray, 
Ortiiumlf and jlalveny, remained on the borders at the 
head of the remains of the followers of tlieir family, and 
miin'attied tliem hy military licence. This, and the hope 
of henefiting by their forfeitures, aroused against them 
the clan of Scott, already, under their chief, Euccleuch, 
ri'-iiig into formidaide distinction in the west and middle 


inarchcw The ileattiesons, a numerous and bold people, 
with otlier Iwnlerers, united under the leading of Scott. 
•All fJie.'-e clans had been lately numbered among the 
v.wi.ds of Douglas, and had owned his authority j but the 
failure iK-fore .Vbereora had emboldened them to throw 


olfihe yoke, .md bill delianceto the banners under which 
they iiad at no distant period ranked themselves. A 
coniiici took place at .Arkinholm, near Langholm, where 
May the batids of Douglas were totally defeated by these 
1.' harder clans, 'rite earl of Moray was slain ; the earl of 
'rlJS. Ormond taken pri>oner, condemned,' and e-vecuted; and 
tif the brethren of Douglas the lord Balveiiy alone escaped 


into Knglaiul. 

'fhe history of this the hist of the original branch of 
the Douglas family tuay as well be terminated here. 
Having during his prosperity maintained a close inter- 
course with tlie house of York, who were then in power, 
Douglas was hospitably received in England. In the 
yearl tSy, he, with the duke of .tUbanj^, tlien a banished 
noble like himself, made an incursion into Scotland, 
having vowed they would make their ofibr on the high 
altar of Lochmaben upon Saint Magdalen's day. The west 
border men rose to repel the incursion. The exiles were 
defeateil, anti the earl of Douglas struck from his horse. 
Surrountled by enemies, and seeing on tlie field a son of 
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clans, shoulil^ not bo hereditary ; that, in like manner, 
recall ties, or jurisdictions possessing regal power, should 
not iji future bo bestowed upon subjects without the 
coasciit of tlio estates. These enactments were judi- 
ciously calculated to prevent the raising up in any othei 
t.unily the same power of disturbing the domestic ti'an- 
quillity which the Douglases liad so unhappily attained. 

li.et, thougli the policy of retaining these forfeitures 
in the crown was distinctly seen, it could not in prudence 
be invariably acted upon. The king had no other means 
of rewarding the services of the loyal chiefs who had stood 
by the crown in the last struggle, than by grants out of 
tlie estates of the traitors; and the lands of the Douglas 
family, large as they were, were inadequate to satisfy 
the numerous expectants. The chief of these was the 
earl of Angus, a large and flourishing branch of the 
Douglas, sprung from a second son of the earl of the 
principal fondly. The present Angus, as already 
mentioned, had been a loyalist during his kinsman’s 
usurpation, winch, from tlie diSerence of the family 
complexion, led to a poptdar saying, that the Red 
Douglas liad put down the Black. The earl of Angus 
was rewarded with a grant of Douglas castle tvith its 
valley and domains, of Tantalion castle, and other large 
l>ortions of the ancient estates of the Douglas family ; an 
imprudent profusion, it must he allowed, since it served 
to raise tlus younger branch to a height not mucli 
less formidable to die crown than diat wldch the ori- 


ginal Douglases had attained. Gordon, in the north, 
was not forgotten; and the southern chieftains profiting 
largely by' the forfeiture of the Douglases, easily ob- 
tained gifts of considerable possessions which no one 
but they themselves could have occupied with safety. In 
a Avord, if the king distinctly saiv the policy of enriching 
the croAvn, whicli the statutes of his reign imply, it is 
as certain he found it impossible to follow the maxim 
rigidly without restricting tlie necessary bounty to his 
adlierents. It ivas no time to lose men’s hearts for lack 
of liberality; for the ashas of the civil hostility were 
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having differed in opinion of the plan of the canipaigu, 
they quarrelled among themselves, and retired with dis- 
grace. The cause of these internal discords in the En- 
glish camp probably arose out of the dissensions con- 
cerning the red and white roses, wliich were no^v en- 
grossing the nation. ^ The truce with England was pro- 
longed for nine years. James, however, seems to have 
deemed the period favourable for recovering such Scottish 
possessions as were still held by theEnglishj accordingly 
we find him breaking through tlie truce. 

1460. It -was with this view that the king collected a numerous 
army, and laid siege to Roxburgh, which had now been 
in possession of the English since the captivity of David 
II., and, as a military post, was of tlie greatest imjjort- 
ance, being very strongly situate’d between the Tweed ami 
Teviot, and not far from their confluence, in tlie most 
fertile part of the Scottish frontier, John the lord of the 
isles appeared in the royal camp, to atone for former 
errors and treasonable actions by zeal on the present oc- 
casion. He led a select body of Highlanders and islesmen 
armed with shirts of mail, two-handed swords, bows, and 
battle-axes, with which he offered to take the vanguard 
of the army should it be necessary to enter England, and 
to march a mile before the main body, so as to encounter 
the first brunt of the onset. Invasion, however, made 
no part of James’s purpose on this occasion. lie was 
desirous to recover possession of Roxburgh, atid not be- 
ing apprehensive of relief from England, resolved to pro- 
ceed in the siege according to formal rule. lie bele;:- 
guered the castle on every side, and battered it Irom tlie 
north of the Tweed, his cannon being placed in the duke 
of Roxburgh’s park of Fleurs. James was prouil ot his 
train of cannon, and of tlie skill of a French engineer, 
who could level them so truly as to hit within a fathom 
of the place he aimed at, wliich, in these days, ivas held 
extraordinary practice. The siege had not contimad 
many days when tlie arrival of the earl ot Huntley, ta 
whose valour and fidelity the king had been so much in- 
debted widi a gallant body of forces from live nerta. 
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CHAP. XX. 

ROXBURGH IS TAKEN. — ADMINISTRATION DURING JAMEs’s 3II- 

NOIIITY HE ASSUMES THE ROYAL AOTHOHITY, BY ADVICE 

OF THE BOYDS. THE YOUNGER BOYD IS CREATED EARL OP 

ARRAN, AND MARRIED TO THE KINg’s SISTER, BE NEGOTIATES. 

A MARRIAGE BETWEEN THE KING AND A PRINCESS OP DEN- 
MARK, AND OBTAINS THE ORKNEY AND ZETLAND ISLANDS IN SE- 
CURIIY OF THE DOWERY : IS DISGRACED, AND DIES IN OBSCU- 
RITY. TREATY OF MARRIAGE BETWEEN THE PRINCE OP 

SCOTLAND AND A DAUGHTER OF ENGLAND, AND ITS CON- 
DITIONS ; BROKEN OFF BY EDWARD IV SUBMISSION OF 

THE LORD OF THE ISLES. CHARACTER OP JAMES III. — HIS 

FAVOURITE PURSUITS. HIS DISPOSITION TO FAYOURinSit. 

CHARACTER OP ALBANY AND MAR, THE KING’s BROTHERS. 

THE KING IMPRISONS THEM ON SUSPICION ALBANY ES- 
CAPES. SIAR IS MURDERED. WAR WITH ENGLAND. 

CONSPIBACF OP LAUDER. — THE KINg’s FAVOURITE SEIZED 
AND EXECUTED. . — INTRIGUES OF ALBANY. — HE IS RECEIVED 
INTO HIS brother's FAVOUR? BUT IS AFTERWARDS AGAIN 
BANISHED. — PEACE WITH ENGLAND. — THE KING GIVES 
WAY TO HIS TASTE FOR MUSIC AND BUILDING. — CONSPIR.VCY 
OP THE SOUTHERN NOBLES. — BATTLE OF SAUCHYBURN, AND 
THE king's MURDER. 

The sudden death of James II. struck such a damp into 
the Scottish nobles, that they were about to abandon the 
.siege of Roxhiugh, and break up their camp, when the 
courage of Mary of Gueldres, the widowed queen, re- 
animated their spirits. She arrived in the camp almost 
immediately after the king's death, and throwing herself 
and her son, their infant sovereign, upon the faith of 
the Scottish lords, conjured them never to remove die 
siege from this 'ill-fated castle till they had laid it in 
ruins. The nobles caught fire at her exlrortations. 
They crowned their king at the neighhoming abbey of 
Kelso, with such ceremonies of homage and royalty as 
the time admitted, and, pressing the siege with double 
vigour, compelled the English garrison to surrender on 
terms. The castle of Roxburgh they levelled to the 
ground agreeably to the policy recommended by Robert 
Bruce. The vestiges of its walls still show the extent 
and consequence of which it ha'l formerly boasted. 
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given in marriage to sir Thomas Boydj who was at the 
same time created earl of Ai-ram 
67. An important acquisition to the Scottish’ dominions 
was effected in this reign, feeble as it was. The Orkney 
islands had as yet remained part of the Norwegian do- 
minions, having been seized by that people in the ninth 
century. A large sum of money was due, from Scotland 
to Denmark, being the arrears of the annual, as it was 
called, of Norway. This was the annuity of one hun- 
dred marks, due to Norway as the consideration for the 
cession of the Hebrides, or Western Isles, settled by the 
treaty of 1204, entered into after Haco’s defeat at the 
battle of Largs. James I. had obtained some settlement 
respecting this annuity; but it had been again per- 
mitted to fall into arrear, and the amount of the debt had 
become uncertain. 

Under the influence of Charles VII. of France there 
had been negotiations between Denmark and Scotland for 
the final arrangement of these claims, which were renewed 
in 1468. Boyd, the young earl of Arran, seems to have 
managed this treaty with considerable dexterity. It was 
finally agreed that James III. should wed a daughter of 
the princess of Denmark, whom her father proposed to 
endow mth a portion of sixty thousand florins, of which 
ten thousand only were to be paid in ready money, and 
for security of the remainder the islands of Orkney 
were to be assigned in pledge. In addition to this, Den- 
mark renounced aU claim to the arrears of the annuity 
payable on account of the cession of the Hebrides, which 
seem to have been given up as an old, prescribed, and 
somewhat desperate claim.' When the term for pay- 
ment of the ten thousand florins arrived, Christian of 
Denmark found himself so short of money that he could 
only produce the fifth part of the sum, and for the rest 
an assignment of security over the archipelago of Zetland 
was offered and gladly accepted. Thus Scotland ac- 
quired a right of mortgage to the whole of these islands, 
constituting the ancient Thule, so important to her 
in every- point of view, and which, as we sliall here- 
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year under circumstances of success which had attended 
no Scottish monarch since Robert Bruce, His 
dom was strengthened by the expulsion of the Engli^ 
from Roxburgh castle and the town of Berwick, as^well 
as by the acquisition of the Orkney and Zetland islands, 
the natuial dependencies of Scotland. The country 
was relieved of the charge of the Norway annual, a 
burden it was incapable of discharging : and the in- 
creasing consequence of the nation was manifested by 
the contending offers of France and England for her 
favour and friendship. All these advantages indicate 
that James had, at this period of Ins reign, able mi- 
nisters, by whom his counsels were directed. The chief 
of these probably was the chancellor, Andrew Stewart, 
lord Evandale, whose ihaportance was now so great, 
that, in virtue of his office, he took rank next to the 
princes of the blood royal. He was a natural son of sir 
James Stewart, son of Murdach duke of Albany, 

In the mean time the unfortunate James began to dis- 
close evil qualities and habits which his youtii had 
hitherto concealed from observation. He had a dislike 
to the active sports of hunting and the games of chi- 
valry, mounted on horseback rarely, and rode ill. A 
consciousness of these deficiencies, in what were the 
most approved accomplishments of the age, and a certain 
shyness which attends a timorous temper, rendered the 
king alike unfit and unwilling to mingle in the pleasures 
of his nobility, or to show himself to his subjects in 
the romantic pageants which were the delight of the age. 
James’s amusements were of a character in which neitlier 


his peers nor people could share, and though to a certain 
extent they were innocent, and even honourable, they 
were yet such as, pushed to excess, must liave neccbbarily 
interfered with the regular discharge of his royal diiiiu.^ 
He was attached to what are now called the fine arts ol 
architecture and music ; and in studying these used the 
instructions of Rogers, an English musician, Cochnine, 
a mason or architect, and '1 orphicheii, a dancing-mabier. 
Another of his domestic minions was Hommil, a tailor, 
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I he king, on his part, resorted to diviners and sooth- 
sayers to know iiis own future fate; and the answer (pro- 
bably dictated by the favourite Cochrane) was, that he 
should fall by the means of his nearest of kin. The un- 
iiappy monarch, with a self-contradiction, one of the 
many implied in superstition, imagined that bis brothers 
were tlie relations indicated by the oracle; and also 
imagined that Ids knowledge of their intentions might 
enable him to alter the supposed doom of fate. 
t-J7S. Albany and Illar were suddenly arrested, as the kings 
suspicions grew darker and more dangerous ; and while 
the duke was confined in the castle of Edinburgh, Mar 
was committed to that of CraigmiUar. Conscious, pro- 
bably, that the king possessed matter which might af- 
ford a pretext to take his life, Albany resolved on his 
escape. He communicated his scheme to a faithful 
attendant, by whose assistance he intoxicated, or, as 
some accounts say, murdered the captain of the guard, 
and then attempted to descend from the battlements of 
the castle by a rope. His attendant made the essay first ; 
but the rope being too short, he fell, and broke liis 
thigh-bone. The duke, warned by this accident, length- 
ened the rope with the sheets from his bed, and made 
the perilous descent in safety. He transported his faith- 
ful attendant on his back to a place of security, then was 
I'eceived on board a vessel wliich lay in the roads of Leith, 
and set sail for France, where he met a hospitable recep- 
tion, and was maintained by the bounty of Louis XI. 

Em-aged at the escape of the elder of his captives, it 
would seem tliat J ames was determined to make secure of 
Mar, who remained. There occur no records to show that 
the unfortunate prince was subjected to any public trial ; 
nor can it be known, save by conjecture, how far 
James ill. was accessary to the perpetration of his mur- 
der, which was said to be executed by bleeding the pri- 
soner to death in a bath. Several persons were at the 
same time condemned and executed for acts of witch- 
craft, charged as having been practised, at Mar s in- 
stance, against the life of the king. 
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plebeian favourites^ had made* so much money by accept- 
ng of bribes and selling his interest in the king’s favour, 
that he was able to purchase from his master James, 
who added avarice to the other vices of a groveling and 
degraded spirit, the earldom of Mar. It is an additional' 
shade of meanness in James’s character, that, when 
satisfied with the amount of the consideration to be 
paid, he never iiesitated at conferring upon a low-born 
upstart the lordship wliich had belonged to his late mur- 
dered brother. Cochrane proceeded in his career. The 
insatiable extortioner amassed money by indirect means 
of every kind ; and one mode which particularly affected 
the poor was the debasement of tire coin of the realm,. by 
nrixing tire silver rvith so much copper as entirely to 
destroy its value. This adulterated coin was called the 
Cochrane-plack, and was so favourite a speculation of 
his, that, having been told it would be one day called 
in, he answered scornfully, Yes, on the day I am 
hanged an unwitting prophecy, which was punctually 
accomplished. 

The rank and state affected by the new earl of Mar 
only more deeply incensed the nobility, who considered 
their order as disgraced by the introduction of such a per- 
son. A band of three hundred men constantly attended 
the favourite, armed rvith battle-axes, and displaying bis 
livery of white rvith black fillets. He himself used to ap- 
pear in a riding suit of black velvet, his horn mounted 
rvith gold, and hung around his neck by a chain of the 
same metal. In this manner he joined the Scottish host. 
The army had advanced from the capital as far as Lauder, 
rvhen the nobility, beginning to feel sensible of their 
porver in a camp consisting chiefly of their orvn sol- 
diers and feudal foUorvers, resolved that they rvould meet 
together, and consult rvhat measures were to be taken 
for the reform of the abuses of the commonwealth, having 
already in vain represented their grievances to the king. 

The armed conclave was held in Lauder church, ryhere, 
in the course of their deliberations. Lord Gray reminded 
them of the fable in which the mice are said to have laid 
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of the army, jill the favourites of the weak prince pe- 
risiiecl, except a youth called Ramsay of Balmain^ who 
clung close to the king s person : James begged his life 
with so much earnestness, that the peers relented, and 
granted their sovereign's boon, 

1 he consequences of this enterprise are v6ry puzzling 
to the historian. The Scottish nobility seem to have 
retired with the determination not to oppose the English 
host in arms, expecting, probably, that they would be 
able to settle some accommodation by means of the duke 
of iilbany. They were as yet ignorant of the disgrace- 
ful treaty which he had made with England, and hoped 
to have the advantage of his talents as a regent to direct 
the weak councils of his brother James. In the mean- 
time they subjected the king to a mitigated imprison- 
ment in EdinWgh castle. 

It would seem that Albany, perceiving the Scottish 
nobles totally indisposed to admit his claim to the king- 
dom, n-as wUling enough to accept the proposal of be- 
coming lieutenant-general. That he might do so with 
the better grace, Albany and the duke of Glocester 
interceded with the Scottish lords for the liberation of 
the king. The nobles addressed the duke of Albany with 
much respect, and agreed to grant whatever he desired, 
acknowledging him to be, after James's children, the 
nearest of blood to the royal family. " But for that per- 
son who accompanies you," they continued, in allusion 
to the English prince, “ we know nothing of him what- 
ever, or by what right he presumes to talk to us upon 
our national affairs, and will pay no deference to his 
wishes, seeing he is entitled to none.". 

The English, however, gained one important advan- 
tage upon this occasion. The town of Berwick, which 
had been delivered up to the Scots by Henry VI., and ^ 
possessed by tlrem for nearly twenty years, was now 
taken by the troops of Richard of Glocester, and the 
castle being also yielded, this strong fortress and va- 
luable sea-poit never afterwards returned to the domi- 
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in his sovereignty, used it, as his inclinations determined 
him, in founfing expensive establishments for the culti- 
vation of music, and in the erection of chapels and palaces 
in a peculiar species of architecture, in which the 
Gothic style was mingled with an imitation of the Gre- 
cian orders. To meet the expense of these buildings 
and foundations, and to gratify his natural love of 
amassing treasure, James watched and availed himself 
of every opportunity by which he could collect money; 
nor did he hesitate to appropriate to these favourite 
purposes funds which the haughty nobles were disposed 
to consider as perquisites of their own. A particular 
instance of this nature hurried on James’s catastrophe. 

In order to maintain the expenses of a double choir in 
the royal chapel of Stirling, the king ventured to apply 
to that purpose the revenues of the priory of Colding- 
ham.' The two powerful families of Home and Hep- 
burn had long accounted this wealthy abbey their own 
property, insomuch that they expected that the king 
would not have violated or interfered with a family 
compact, by which they had agreed that the prior of 
Coldtngham should be alternately chosen from their 
respective nam'bs. The king’s appropriation of the reve- 
nues which they had considered as destined to the ad- 
vantage of their friends and clansmen disposed these 
haughty chiefs to seek revenge as men who were suffer- 
ing oppression. The spirit of discontent spread fast among 
the southern barons, much influenced by the earl of 
Angus, a nobleman both hated and feared by the king, 
who could not be supposed to have forgotten the man- 
ner in which he had acquired his popular epithet of 
llell-therCat. In the vain hope of controlling his discon- 
tented nobles, the king showed his fears more than his 
wisdom by-prohibiting them to appear at court in arms, 
with the exception of Ramsay, whose life had been 
spared upon his entreaty at the execution of Lauder- 
bridge. James had made this young man captain of his 
guard, and created him a peer, by the name of lord Roth- 
well, under which title the new favourite had succeedet!. 
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and to seU the country to the English. These were exa<r. 
prated calumnies ; but it may be observedj that the popu- 
lace are more easdy imposed upon by falsehoods suited to 
the grossness of their intellects than by such arguments 
as are consonant to reason. The king stood so low in 
public estimation^ on account of his love of money and 
his disposition to favouritism, that nothing could be in- 
. vented respecting him so base that it would not find 
credence among his subjects. 

The king retired upon Stirling; but the faithless 
Shaw, who had betrayed the prince to the rebel lords^ 
completed his treachery by refusing James access to the 
castle of that town. In a species of despair, the king turned 
southward, like a stag brought to bay, with the purpose of 
meeting liis enemies in conflict. The battle took place 
not farifrora Falkirk, where Wallace was defeated, and 
yet nearer to the memorable field of Bannockburn, where 
Bruce triumphed. At the first encounter the archers of 
the king's army had some advantage. But the Annan- 
dale men, whose spears were of unusual length, charged, 
according to their custom, with loud yells, and bore 
down the left wing of the king’s forces. James, who 
was already dispirited from seeing his own banner and 
his own son brought in arms against him, and who re- 
membered the prophecy of the witch, that he should fall 
by his nearest of Idn, on hearing the cries of the border- 
men lost courage entirely, and turned his horse for flight. 
As he fled at a gallop through the hamlet of Mill- 
town, his charger, a fiery animal, juesented to him on 
that very morning by Lindesay of the Byres, took fright 
at the sight of a woman engaged in drawing water at a 
well, and threw to the ground his timid and inexpert 
rider. The king was borne into the miU, where lie was 
so incautious as to proclaim his name and quality. The 
consequence was, that some of the rebels who followed 
the chase entered the hut, and stabbed him to the heart. 
The persons of the murderers were never known, nor 
was the king’s body ever found. 

Thus fell a king, of whom, hut for the dark suspicions 
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was very singularly situated. His most important ne- 
gotiations with that power respected the fate of two 
prisoners^ the one James, his nephew and prince, who 
had fallen, as already mentioned, into the hands of 
Henry IV. by a gross breach of the law of nations — 
the other being the regent’s own son Murdach earl of 
Fife, taken in the battle of Homildon. Respecting 
these captives the views of Albany were extremely dif- 
ferent. He was bound to make some show of a desire to 
have his sovereign James set at liberty, since not only 
the laws of common allegiance and family affection en- 
joined him to make an apparent exertion in his nephew’s 
behalf, but the feudal constitutions, which imposed on 
the vassal the charge of ransoming his lord and superior 
when captive, rendered this in every point of view an 
inviolable obligation. At the same time his policy dic- 
tated to him to protract as long as possible the absence 
of the king of Scotland, with whose return his own 
power as regent must necessarily terminate. For the 
liberation of his son Murdach, on the contrary, the regent 
naturally was induced to interfere mth all the ardour 
and sincerity of paternal feeling. The nature of these 
negotiations, especially of the first, in which the duke of 
Albany’s professions and the tenour of his proposals must 
have borne an ostensible purport very different from his 
own wishes, naturally gave a degree of mystery and 
complexity to the proceedings of the regent and his in- 
tercourse with the court of England. The very manner 
in which James is described in these proceedings is am- 
biguous, and does not convey or infer the quality of heir 
to the Scottish crown, the power of which was for the 
time exercised by Albany. He is termed " the son of 
our late lord king Robert,” which is far from necessarily 
implying his title of heir of Scotland, since either a na- 
tural or a younger son of the late king might have been so 
termed. This studied ambiguity seems to infer that 
Albany, whose ambition had dictated the murder of the 
duke of Rothsay, was desirous to clear the way to the 
exclusive possession of the throne, which he only occu- 
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pied cat present as the delegate of another, whose rights, 
therefore, he was disposed to keep as much out of view 
as possible. Henry IV., whose own road to sovereignty 
had been by usurpation, was crafty enough to compre- 
hend the feelings by tvliich the duke of Albany was 
actuated, and took care to throw such obstructions in 
the w.ay of James the first’s return to his dominions as 
might gratify the real wishes of the regent duke of Al- 
bany, -without laying him under the necessity of speaking 
out too plainly his desire to protract his nephew’s cap- 
tivity. Another and a very curious subject of diplo- 
matic discussion subsisted between Henry IV. and the 
regent of Scotland. 

There is a story told by Bower, or Bowmaker, the 
continuator of Fordun’s Chronicle, which has hitherto 
been treated as fabtdous by the more modern historians. 
This story bears, that Richard II., generally supposed 
to have been murdered at Pontefract castle, either by 
tlie '' fierce hand of sir Piers of Exton,” or by the slower 
and more cmel death of famine, did in reality make his 
escape by subtlety from his place . of confinement ; that 
he fled in disguise to the Scottish isles, and was recog- 
nised in the dominions of the lord of the isles by a cer- 
tain fool or jester, who had been familiar in the court 
of England} as being no other than the dethroned king of 
that kingdom. Bower proceeds to state, that the person of 
Richard II. tlms discovered was delivered up by the lord 
of the isles to the lord Montgomery, and by him presented 
to Robert III., by whom he was honourably and beseem- 
ingly maintained during all the years of that prince’s life. 
After the death of Robert III., this Richard is stated 
to have been supported in magnificence, and even in royal 
state, by the duke of Albany, to have at length died in the 
castle of Stirling, and to have been interred in the church 
of the friars there, at the north angle of the altar. This 
singidar legend is also attested by another contemporary 
historian, Winton, the prior of Lochteven. He tells the 
story with some slight differences, particularly that the 
fugitive and deposed monarch was recognised by. an 



250 


IIISTOItY OF SCOTLAND. 


CHAP. XVJI. 


Irish lady, the ndfe of a brother of tlic lord of the isles, 
'ivho had seeiUiim in Ireland— that being charged with 
being king iliehard, he denied it — ’that he was placed 
in custody of the lord of Montgomery, and afterwards 
cf the lord of Cumbernauld — and, finaUy, that he was 
long uiuier the care of the regent duke of Albany. f<-But 
whether he was king or_ not, few,” said the chronicler 
of Xioclilc' cn, knew wnth certainty. The mysterious 
personage exliibited little devotion, wmuld seldom in- 
cline to hear mass, and bore himself like one half wild 
or distracted.” Serle also, yeoman of the robes to Ri- 
chard, was executed because, coming from Scotland to 
England, he reported that Richard was alive in the 
latter country. This legend, of so much importance to 
the history of both North and South Britain, has been 
hitherto treated as fabulous. But the researches and in- 
dustry of tlic latest historian of Scotland have curiously 
illustrated this point, and shown, from evidence collected 
in the original records, that tliis captive, called Richard 
II., actually lived many years in Scotland, and was sup- 
ported at the public expense of that country.^' 

■It is then now clear, that, to counterbalance the ad- 
vantage which Henry IV. possessed over the regent of 
Scotland by having in his custody the person of James, 
nnd consequently the power of putting an end to the de- 
legated government of Albany whenever he should think 
fit to set the young king at liWty ; Albany, on his side, 
had in his keeping tlie person of Richard II., or of some 
one strongly resembling him, a prisoner whose captivity 
was not of less importance to the tranquillity of Hen- 
ry IV., who at no period possessed his usurped throne 
in such security as to view with indifference a real or 
pretended resuscitation of the deposed Richard. 

It would be too tedious, were it possible, for us to trace 
distinctly the complicated negotiations between the king 
and regent. Each conscious of possessing an advantage 


* The evidence of this very interesting fact will appear in the third yo. 
lume of liis History of Scotland, which will probably be before the public 
ere these sheets go through the press. Like the tenour of "'“f 
general, it reflects the highest honour on Mr. Tytler’s talents and industry 
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over the other^ and at tlie same time feeling a corre- 
sponding incumbrance on his ovto part, endeavoured, 
like a skilful ivrestler, to take advantage of the hold 
which he possessed over his adversary, while at the same 
time he felt the risk of himself receiving the fall which 
he designed to give to his opponent. These two crafty 
persons, standing in this singular relation to each other, 
and each conscious of defects in his oivn title, negotiated 
constantly, without being able to bring their ti-eaties 
either to a final close or an open rupture. 

The death of Henry IV. and the accession of Henry V. 
did not greatly alter the situation of the two countries, 
but was so far of advantage to Albany, that he obtained 
the liberation of his son Murdach earl of Fife, in ex- 
change for the young earl of Northumberland, the son 
of the celebrated Hotspur. Tliis youth had been sent 
into Scotland by his grandfather for safety, when about 
to display Ids banner against Henry IV. of England. 
^Vhatever benefit the captive monarch of Scotland might 
have gained by such a hostage as the young Percy being 
lodged in the hands of his subjects was lost to him by the 
regent accomplishing the -exchange between the earl of 
Northumberland and his oivn son. 

In 1417, while Henry V. was engaged in France, the 
regent Albany, supposing that .the greater part of the 
English forces were over seas, gathered a large force, 
and besieged at once both Roxburgh castle and the town 
of Berwick. A much superior army of English ad- 
vanced under the dukes of Exeter and Bedford, and 
compelled the regent of Scotland to raise both the sieges, 
■with much loss of reputation, as the Scots bestowed on 
his iU-ad-vised enterprise the name of the foul raid, that 
is, the dishonourable inroad. 

The war, which seemed for some time to languish, 
received some interest from a daring exploit of Haly- 
bm-ton of Fastcastle, who surprised the castle of Wark, 
situated upon the Tweed. Robert Ogle, however, re- 
covered it for the English, by taking Halyburton by sur- 
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Henry heinct ttoiv deail. Jolin dnho of Bedford, 
jiroteetor of Kny’I.and, wns defendin" with much skill 
and jtnnlence the nciiuisitions which liis brother's valour 
had made in I'r.inee. Ocenjdcd wdth this task, lie avas 
willinir to use n lii>er.al policy towards Scotland ; to re- 
store their lawful kinjr, so lont; unjustly detained; hav- 
iiijt formed, if po.ssihlc, such an alliance hetwixt Idm 
.and some hh!")i,sh l.ady of rank ns might maint.ain^ in 
the young monarch’s mind the feelings of predilection 
towards Fngland which were the iiatunal consequence 
of a long rc.sidcnce in that country and familiarity with 
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of IJncImti struck Iiim down with a mace^ and slew him 
Many brave English knights were slain ; the earl of 
Kent, the lords Grey and Ross, with fourteen hundred 
men at anns, were left on the field. The earls of 
Huntingdon and Somerset were made prisoners. 

In reward of such distinguished service, the dauphin, 
vow kjnp: of France by the title of Charles VII., erkted 
Ruchan high constable of France, and conferred upon 
Stewart of Darnley the lordship of Aubigny in France. 
Desirous of increasing the forces by which he had ac- 
quired so much fame and honour, the earl of Ruchan 
returned to Scotland to obtain recruits. He found 
that liis fatlicr-in-Iaw, the earl of Douglas, with the 
licence assumed by men of far less importance than 
himself during the feeble government of the regency, 
was then engaged in a treaty with Henry V, of England, 
whom he was to serve wth two hundred horse and as 
many infantry, for the stipend of two himdred pounds 
a year. The influence of Buchan distm-bed this agree- 
ment ; and Douglas, who seems to have conducted him- 
self during the wdiole matter like an independent prince, 
instead of joining tlie English, accepted of the duchy of 
Toil rain e, offered to Iijm on the part of Charles VII. 
of France, and engaged to bring to his aid an auxiliary 
force of five thousand men. 

1424. He came accordingly ; but the bad fortune which pro- 

, cured him the name of Tineman (Lose-man) conti- 
nued to wait on his banners. The Scots sustained a 
severe defeat atCrevan. They had formed the blockade of 
that place ; but were surprised by the earl of Salisbury, 
who raised the siege, by defeating them with a slaughter 
of nine hundred men. 

A battle yet more fatal to the Scots took place near the 
town of Verneuil, 17th August, 1424. It was a general 
action, risked by the king of France for the relief of Yvry, 
besieged by the English. The duke of Bedford, who 
commanded the English, and whom Douglas had called 
in derision John with the leaden sword, advanced to meet 
the enemy, and sent a herald to infonn the Scottish earl 
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he was coming to drink mne and revel with him. 
The earl of Douglas returned for answer, he should 
be most welcome, and that he had come from Scotland 
to France on purpose to carouse in his company. Under 
these terms a challenge to combat was understood to he 
given and accepted. Douglas, desirous to draw up liis 
forces on advantageous ground, proposed to halt, and to 
await the English attack on the spot tvhere the herald 
found him. The viscount of Narbonne, the French 
general, insisted on advancing: the Scots were com- 
pelled to foUoAv their allies, and came into battle out of 
breath and out of order. The consequences were most 
calamitous ; Douglas and Buchan fell, and with them 
most of their countrymen of rank and quality, so that 
the auxiliary army of Scots might be considered as 
almost annihilated. The corps of Scots, long maintained 
as the French king’s bodyguard, is said to have been 
originally composed of the relics of the field of Verneuil. 
And thus concluded the wars of the Scots in France, 
fortunate that the nation was cm'ed, though by a most 
bitter remedy, of the fatal rage of selling their swords 
and their blood as mercenaries in foreign service; a 
practice which drains a people of the best and bravest, 
who ought to reserve their courage for its defence, and 
converts them into common gladiators, whose purchased 
valour is without fame to themselves or advantage to 
their country. Individuals frequently continued to join 
the French standard, in quest of fame or preferment ; 
but, after the battle of Verneuil, no considerable army 
or body of troops from Scotland was sent over to 
France. 

We return, after this digression, to consider the condi- 
tion of Scotland, now more hopeful tlian it had been for a 
length of time, since she was about to exchange the rule 
of a slothful, timid, and inefficient regent for that of a 
king in the flower of liis age, and possessed of a natural 
disposition and cultivated talents equally capable to grace 
and to guard the throne. 

The terms on which the treaty for the freedom of 

VOL. I. s 
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James I. was at last 'fixed were, on the whole, liberal 
rather than otherwise. The English demanded, and the 

Scots, agreed to pay, forty thousand pounds sterling 

not as ransom, as the use of that obnoxious phrase 
could not apply to the case of an innocent boy taken 
without^ defence in time of truce, but to defray what 
was delicately termed the expenses of prince James’s 
.support and education. Six years were allowed for the 
discharge of the sum by half-yearly payments. It was a 
part of the contract, that the Scottish king should marry 
an English lady of rank ; and his choice fell upon Joanna, 
niece of Richard II., by the mother’s side, and by her 
father, John duke of Somerset, the grand-daughter of 
the duke of Lancaster, called John of Gaunt. To this 
young lady, so nearly connected with the English royal 
family, the Scottish captive had been attached for some 
time, and had celebrated her charms in poetry of no 
mean order, although defaced by the rudeness of the 
obsolete language. They were married in London; and 
a discharge for ten thousand pounds, the fourth part 
of the stipulated ransom, was presented to the Scot- 
tish king as the dowery or portion of his bride. The 
royal ^air were then sent down to Scotland with ah re- 
spect and dignity, and Murdach, the late regent, had the 
honour to induct his royal cousin into the throne of his 
forefathers. 

The natural talents of James I., both mental and 
corporeal, were of the highest quality ; ' and if Henry IV. 
had taken an unjust and cruel advantage of the accident 
which threw the prince into. his hands, by detaining 
him as a prisoner, he had made the only possible amends, 
by causing the most sedulous attention to he paid to his 
education. ■ In person, tlie king of Scotland was of low 
stature; but so strongly and compactly' built as to excel 
in the games of chivalry, and aU the active accomplish- 
ments of the time. He was no less distinguished by 
mental gifts, highly cultivated by the best teachers that 
England could produce. He was, according to the learn- 
ing of die day, an accomplished scholar, an excellent poet, 
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a musician of skill, intimafely acquainted witli the science 
as practised in Wales, Ireland, and Scotland, ivliicli are 
described as being then the principal seats of national 
music*, with a decided taste for the fine arts of archi- 
tecture, painting, and horticulture. Notliing, therefore, 
could he more favourable than his personal character. 
As a prince, his education in England had taught liim 
political views which he could hardly have learned^ in 
his own rude and ignorant realm. His ardent tliirst 
of knowledge made the acquisition of every species of 
art fit to be learned by persons of his condition not only 
tolerable, however laborious, but a source of actual plea- 
sure. He found Scotland in the utmost disorder, and 
divided amongst a set of haughty barons, whom the 
wars of David II.’s reign, the feebleness of those of his 
two successors, and the culpable indulgence of two regen- 
cies, had rendered almost independent of the crown. 
To curb and subdue this stern aristocracy, and to secure 
general good order, by re-establisliing the legitimate au- 
thority of the crown, was a difficult and most dangerous 
task ; but James embarked and persevered in it with a 
courage which amounted almost to rashness. 

Among various laws for the equal admirdstration of 
justice, for obliging the nobility to ride with retinues no 
larger than they could maintain, for discontinuing the 
oppressive exaction of free quarters, and for requiring 
that the Scottish youth should be trained to archery, 
diere were two measures adopted by James which were 
highly unpopular. The first was an enquiry into the 
extent of the crown lands under the last three monarchs. 
The object of this was to examine into the dilapidation 
made of the crown property during tlie reigns of Robert 
the second and third, and the two regencies of the house 
of Albany. But by these preparations to rc-assert the 
right of the king to the lands which had been alien- 
ated by weak monarchs and unfaithful viceroys, James 


excel in two instruments, the harp and the 
Jlw tabor, and the chorus [i. e. the 
cot or horn) ; the Welsh also delighted in three kinds of music, that of the 
pipes, the harp, and the chorus or horn. • 
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excited among the people at large doubts and jealousies 
concerning the stability of property, which gave rise to 
general dissatisfaction. W^ith these was comhined the 
imposition of a large subsidy for raising the sum due to 
England by the late treaty, of which it is only necessary 
to say that it was a tax, and was therefore unpopular ^ 
and the more so, as it fell on a poor country. 

The records of this reign being almost entirely lost, 
we do not tnow by what means further than his own 
consciousness of talents, and the command over others 
which such consciousness necessarily inspires, the young 
king was able to enforce his authority in a Mngdom 
where a large party were leagued together by mutual 
interest to support the usurpations which had been made 
on the crown during the space of more than twenty 
years, in wliich time wrongful encroachment had at- 
tained by prescription the appearance of lawful right. 
We are only aware that James had not been on the 
throne a full year ere he began to visit on the house 
of Albany the wrongs he had sustained during his long 
imprisonment, protracted through their means, and the 
dilapidation and usurpation exercised by them, their 
favourites and allies, over the rights and possessions of 
the crown. 

Walter, the son of diilce Murdach, whose brutal in- 
solence to his father had suggested to the old man the 
idea of bringing home ihe lawful heir, or at least liad 
decided bim to adopt that measure so much fraught with 
hazard to his family, was laid under arrest shortly after 
the king’s return. The earl of Lennox, father-in-law 
to duke Murdach, and sir Robert Grahame, a man of 
peculiarly fierce and daring temper, were next made 
prisoners. Rut on the 12th March, 14?25, the king found 
himself, by whatever means, powerful enough to arrest, 
iluring the sitting of a parliament ^t Perth, Murdach, 
the late regent, his second son Alexander, the earls 
of Douglas, Angus, and March, with twenty other per- 
sons of the highest .rank, among whom are the formi- 
dable names of Alexander Lyndsay of Glenesk, Jlcp- 



CHAP. XVIII. 


HISTORY OP SCOXIiANI). 


261 


burn of Hales, Hay of Tester, Walter Halyburton, 
Walter Ogilvy, Stewart of Rosytli, Alexander of Seton- 
Gordon, Ogilvy of Aucliterliouse, John tbe Red Stewart 
of Dundonald, David Murray of Gask, Hay of Krrol 
constable of Scotland, Scrimgeour the constable of 
Dundee, Irving of Drum, Herbert Maxwell of Carlave- 
rock, Herbert Herries of Terreagles, Gray of Foulis, 
Cunninghame of Kilmauris, Ramsey of Dalwolscy, 
Crichton of Crichton. 

In perusing this list of ancient and powerful names we 
are alike surprised to see so many barons, whose estates 
and interests lay separated over various parts of Scot- 
land, involved in the same general accusation, and at the 
courage of the sovereign, who dared to apply the rigour 
of law to such a number of his powerful subjects at 
the same time. The prisoners were probably selected as 
the principal allies of the Albany family, or perhaps as 
those who, having shared most deeply in the spoils 
distributed during the regencies, might be most tempted 
to defend its usurpations. The specific charge against 
the imprisoned barons was probably their having evaded 
compliance with the royal command to exhibit their 
titles to their lands. But though so many were included, 
it was at the family of Albany only that vengeance was 
mmed. The blow was struck so suddenly, that the only 
one of the devoted family wdio had time to take precau- 
tion for his safety or offer resistance was James Stewart, 
the youngest son of duke Murdach. He made his escape 
to the west of Scotland, returned by a sudden incur- 
sion, burned Dunbarton, and slew the king’s uncle, the 
Red Stewart of Dundonald; but, closely pressed by the 
king’s command, was obliged to fly to Ireland. 

Murdach and his two sons, with their grandfather by 
the mother s side, the earl of Lennox, were brought to 
’trial under cognisance of an assize or jury of nobles, 
in which the allies and supporters of the king were 
mingled with the favourers and allies of the house of 
Albany in such a proportion as to give an appearance of 
impartiality to the trial, though the party of royalists 
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gerated in the eyes of such as conceived that the mon- 
arch had the selfish prospect of repairing the royal re- 
venue by the forfeiture of the estates of these wealthy 
criminals. 

Perhaps, like many reformers, this excellent prince, 
for such he must certainly he esteemed, fell into an error 
common to those who, seeing acutely the extent of a rooted 
evil, attempt too hastily and too violently to remedy it hy 
instant eradication. It is in the political world as in the 
human frame ; dislocations which havebeen of long stand- 
ing, and to Avhich the neighbouring parts of the system 
have accommodated themselves, cannot he brought hack 
to their proper state without time, patience, and gentle- 
ness. It is true, the long course of hcence permitted hy 
the loose government of the house of Albany had sub- 
jected many hundreds, nay, thousands of individuals to 
the penalties of the law; hut it cannot escape notice, that 
while a few severe examples are in such a case necessary 
for the purpose of impressing a respect for justice, the 
extending capital punishments to a large circle disgusts 
the public mind, assumes the form of vengeance rather 
than legal severity, and procures for malefactors an in- 
terest in their fate capable of altogether destroying the 
great purpose of punishment, by causing men to hate 
instead of respecting its motives. If, as historians afiirm, 
James I. actually adjudged to death, within the first 
two years of his reign, the number of three thou- 
sand of his subjects, for offences committed during his 
imprisonment in England, he certainly merited that the 
reproof used by Mecsenas to Augustus, — surge tan- 
dem carnifex!’ — ought "to have interrupted his judicial 
butchery. 

James I. might he more easily justified in teaching, 
even by strict examples of severity, the respect due to 
tlie royal person, the source of law and justice, which 
had fallen into contempt during the feeble regency of 
duke Murdach, than in prosecution of acts of treason 
committed when there was no king in the land. We 
have the following instance of his strictness on such 
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otliers, were belieadecl for acts of robbery ai:cl oppression; 
And to render liis justice impartial. James Campbell was 
hanged for tlie murder of John, a former lord of the 
isles. 

In the midst of these examples of punishment. James 
was clement in liis treatment of Alexander of the isles, 
the successor of Donald, who was worsted at the Har- 


law, and only remonstrating with him upon tlie necessity 
of his discontinuing his family habits of lawless turbu- 
lence, he dismissed liim upon liis promise to abstain from 
such in future. His mother was detained as a hostage 
for his faith. Alexander, however, no sooner returned to 
his own territories than he raised his banner, and col- 
lected a liost from the isles and Highland mainland to the 
amount of ten thousand men, with which he invaded 
file continent, and burnt the town of Inverness, where 


he had lately sustained the affront of an arrest. King 
James assembled an army and hastened northward, where 
his prompt arrival alarmed the invaders. Two powerfid 
tribes, the clan Chattan and clan Cameron, deserted the 
lord of the isles, and ranged themselves under the royal 
banner, l^eakened and dispirited, the Highland forces 
utstained a severe defeat, and the lord of the isles 1mm- 
hled himself to ask peace and forgiveness. It was not, 
however, granted, till he had performed a feudal penance 
for Ids breach of allegiance. On the eve of saint Augus- 
tine s festival, he appeared in full congregation, before 
the high altar of Holyrood church, at Edinburgh, attiivtl 
O’Jy in his shirt and drarvers, and tliere' upon his knees 
prejcnted the hilt of his naked sword to the bring, he 
‘“nisdf lidding it by the point. In this attitude of siib- 
ttufsion the island chief humbly confessed his offences, 
2n deprecated their deserved Dunisliment. 1 Iw cnpitd 


2n deprecated their deserved punisliment. lie eojuta 
penalty, which he had deservedly incurred, 
langed for a long imprisonment in Tnnfallon ens e- 
The captivity of the. lord of the isles did 
ent further disturbance from these unruly I’e J 


cousin-german of' 
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treasonable practices wliicli bad distinguished his family 
in former generationsj or whether he was only guilty of 
possessing the power to be dangerous^ we cannot W'ell 
discern ; but he was confined to the castle of Edin- 
burgh as a prisoner, and his castle of Dunbar, being 
taken possession of by the king, was placed in the keep- 
ing of Adam Hepburn of Hales. The legal reasons as- 
signed were, that the forfeiture of the earldom of March 
having been decreed, on account of the repeated treasons 
of George carl of March, the power of the regent duke 
of Albany was insufficient to disjoin them from the 
crown, to which they had been united, and to confer 
them on the son of the traitor. It was not, however, 
the purpose of the king to act with rigour or injustice 
towards the present earl, even in depriving him of 
possessions which affbrded him a power liable to be 
abused. He closed the transaction by instantly confer- 
ring on the late earl of March the earldom of Buchan, 
wliich, by the death of the gallant high constable of 
France at the battle of Verneuil, already mentioned, 
had reverted to the croivn. By this policy James hoped 
to convert a powerful family, from fickle and uncertain 
borderers, into. more faithful inland vassals. 

Almost all the proceedings of James I. were directed to 
tile same general end — that of diminishing the power of 
the nobles, which occasioned the discords in the state, and 
the general oppression of the subjects, and proportionally 
augmenting and extending the infiuence of the crown. 
This comprehended, indeed, the selfish purpose of ele- 
vating the king himself to a more absolute superiority in 
the state: but as, in that stage of society, the royal autlio- 
rity was tlie best means by which tlie general peace and 
good order of the country at large could »be preserved, 
James may be considered as having pursued his favour- 
ite object with humane and patriotic views, directed 
more to the benefit of Scotland tlian his own aggran- 
dizement. 

By an act of parliament proliibiting all bonds and 
leagues, by which the nobility used to bind themselves 
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neglected and contemned by her husband, one of the 
most malignant men who ever lived. She was basely 
calumniated also and slandered by his unworthy courtiers, 
and appears to have felt the imputed ignominy so sensi- 
tively, that the acuteness of her feelings at length cost 
the princess her life. 

As the affairs of the English were declining in France, 
from the enthusiasm universally awakened by the ap- 
pearance of the maid of Orleans on the scene, an English 
ambassador was sent to Scotland, in the person of lord 
Scroope, with instructions to gain James, if possible, 
from his French alliance. England proposed terms 
which had not been lately named in negotiation be- 
tween the countries. The offers were a sure and per- 
petual peace, with the restitution to Scotland of the 
castle of Roxburgh, the town of Berwick, together with 
Cumberland and IFestraorlaiid, as far southward as 
Here Cross on Stanmoor. The Scottish historians say, 
that the English were not sincere in these proposals. 
If they were, James could not have entertained them 
■without a formal breach of his treaty with France. The 
clergy interfered to support this obstacle, with the im- 
portant additional objection, that the contract with France 
had obtained an irrefragable, and in some degi-ee sacred 
character by its having received the sanction of the pope, 
and therefore could not be infringed without a- high crime. 
In the course of the scholastic discussion which arose on 
the question. What effect the approbation of the Roman 
pontiff conferred on a contract solemnly entered into be- 
twixt two independent monarchs? the disputants lost 
sight of the English propositions, the most honourable 
which Scotland had received from her proud neighbour 
since the arms of Bruce extorted from her the treaty of 
Northampton, and the negotiation fell to the ground. 

It may be easily conceived, that the unwonted bold- 
ness with which James carried on his favourite measures, 
— resuming grants made in favour of the most powerful 
nobles, — altering at his will the seat of their po%ver, as in 
the case of the earl of March, — interfering with and 
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controlling their jurisdiction over their vassals, — at 
times imprisoning the most powerful of them, as he did 
tlie ear] of Douglas, his own nephew, — and substituting 
the authority of the croAvn for that of the vassals, by 
whose greatness it had been eclipsed, — was regarded 
with very dilFerent feelings by two classes of his subjects. 
^'Fith the gi'eat mass of the nation James was popular; 
for the people felt the protection arising from the power 
of the crown, which could seldom have any temptation 
to oppress those in middle life, and willingly took re- 
fuge under it to escape from the subordinate tyranny 
of the numerous barons, whose castles croivned every 
clifi^ and for whose rapacity or violence no object was 
too inconsiderable. It was different with the nobi- 
lity, who felt acutely that, as the king’s importance ’ 
arose in the national scale, their own was gradually 
sinking. They regarded the quantity of blood which 
had been shed by James’s command less as a sacrifice to 
justice, than as the means by which the sovereign in- 
dulged his rapacity after forfeitures, and what they alleged 
to be his vindictive hatred to the nobility. Many of the 
victims who had suffered the penalties of the law were 
related to honourable houses ; and it was a point of ho- 
nour, and almost of conscience, with their kindred to 
watch for the opportunity to revenge their death. There 
was, therefore, a great party among the nobility who 
regarded James with fear and hatred, and who only 
wanted an opportunity to give deadly proof of the cha- 
racter of their feelings towards him. 

The approach of war gave these evil sentiments an 
opportunity to display themselves. Sir Robert Ogle, an 
English borderer of distinction, in breach of a tmee which 
had continued uninterrupted since king James’s accession 
. to the Scottish throne, made an incursion on the borders, 
and did some mischief ; but was encountered by the earl 
of Angus near Piperden, defeated, and made prisoner. In 
resentment of this violence, and of an attempt on the part 
of the English to intercept the Scottish princess Blargaret 
on her way to France, James declared war against Eng- 
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land. He besieged Roxburgh castle with the whole 
array of his ’kingdom^ which was said to amount to a 
tumultuary multitude of nearly two hundred thousand 
men. After remaining fifteen days before Roxburgh, 
tlie king suddenly raised the siege and dismissed Ms array, 
upon surmise, as has been supposed, of treason in his host. 
That there were such practices is higMy probable; and 
a Scottish encampment, filled with feudal levies, each man 
under the banner of the noble to whom he owed service, 
was no safe residence for a monarch who was on bad 
tei:ms with his aristocracy. 

After dismissal of his army, James I. met his par- 
liament at Edinburgh, and employed himself and them 
in making several regulations for commerce, and for the 
impartial administration of justice. In the meantime 
tlie period of this active and good prince’s labours was 
speedily approaching. 

The chief author of his fate was sir Robert Grahame, 
uncle to the earl of Stratherne. James, with his usual view 
of unfixing and gradually undermining the high power of 
the nobility, resumed the earldom of Stratherne, and 
obliged the young earl to accept of the earldom of Mon- 
teith in. lieu of it. This seems to have irritated the 
haughty spirit of the earl’s uncle sir Robert, who was 
likevdse exasperated by having sustained a personal arrest 
and imprisonment, along with other men of rank, on the 
king’s return in 1425. Entertaining these causes of 
personal dislike against Ms sovereign, Grahame, in the 
parliament of 1429, undertook to represent to the king 
the grievances of the nobility : but, instead of doing so 
with respect and moderation, this fierce and haughty 
.man worked Mmself into such extremity of passion as 
to make offer to arrest the monarch in name of the 
estates of parliament. As no one dared to support him 
in an attempt so arrogant, Grahame was seized, and, 
finally, his possessions were declared forfeited, and he 
himself ordered into banishment. 

He retired to the recesses of the Highlands, vowing 
revenge, and had the boldness to send forth from his 
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lurking place a written defiance, in wliich he renounced 
the king's allegiance, and declared himself his mortal 
enemy. On this new proof of audacity, a reward was 
ofibrcd to any one who should bring in the person of sir 
llohcrt Grahame dead or alive. On this a conspiracy 
took place, the event of which was terrible, although we 
can but ill trace the motives of some of the party. 

The ostensible head of the conspirators was the king’s 
own uncle, IFalter earl of Athole, son of Robert the 
third, by his second marriage. This ambitious old man 
was not prevented by his near alliance with the crown from 
plotting against his royal nepliew’s hfe, with the purpose 
of placing on the throne sir Robert Stewart, his own 
grandson, who on his part, though favoured by the king, 
and holding the confidential situation of chamberlain, did 
not hesitate to enter into so nefarious a conspiracy. The 
event proved that the conspirators had formed their plan 
for assassinating their prince mth too much accuracy. 
But the hopes upon which Athole and his gi-andson 
founded the subsequent part of their plot seem to have 
bee 2 i vague and uncertain to an extravagant degree, in- 
ducing us to believe, that, like other heated and fiery 
spirits in similar situations, those engaged in the bloody 
design must have worked themselves into the belief that 
the feelings of hatred towards Janies which animated their 
own bosoms were also nourished by the greater part of 
t!ie community ; a species of self-delusion common 
amongst men who engage in such desperate enterprises. 

'rhe removal of the com’t to Perth, where James pro- 
posed to hold his Christmas, facilitated the conspirators 
enterprise, by making a sudden descent from the High- 
37. lands, a short expedition. About the 2 1st of Febmary, the. 
king, after haring entertained his treacherous uncle of 
Athole at supper, was about to' retire to rest in the Domi- 
nican monastery, which was tlie royal residence for the 
time, when it was suddenly entered by a body of three 
hundred men, whose admittance had been facilitated by 
sir Robert Stewart, the faithless chamberlain. There is 
a tradition that a young lady in attendance on the queen. 
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named Katherine Douglas, endeavoured to supply the 
ivant of a bar to the door of the royal apartment by 
thrusting her own arm across the staples. This slender 
obstacle was soon overcome. So much time had, however, 
been gained, that the queen and her ladies had found 
means to let down the king into a vault beneath the 
apartment, from which he might have made his escape, 
had not an entrance from the sewer to the court of the 
monastery been built up by his oivn order a day or two 
before, because his balls, as he played at tennis, were 
lost by entering the vault. Still, notwithstanding this 
obstacle, the king might have escaped, for the assassins 
left the apartment without finding out his place of re- 
treat, and, having in their brutal fury wounded the queen, 
dispersed to seek for James in the other chambers. Un- 
, happily, before either the conspirators had withdrawn 
from the palace, or assistance had arrived, the king en- 
deavoured, by the help of the ladies, to escape from the 
vault, and some of the \'iUains returning, detected him 
in the attempt. Two brothers, named HaU, then descend- 
ing into the vault, fell fiercely upon James with their dag- 
gers ; when young, active, and fighting for his life, the 
king threw them down, and trode them xmder foot. But 
ivhile he was struggling ivith the traitors, and cutting 
his hands in an attempt to wrench their daggers from 
them, the principal conspirator, Grahame, came to the 
assistance of his associates, and the king died by many 
wounds. Tlfus fell James I., a prince of distinguished 
talents and virtue, too deep in political specidation, per- 
haps, for the period in which he lived, too hasty and 
eager in carrying his meditated reformation into execu- 
tion, and too rigorous in punishing crimes W'hich were 
rather the fruit of tempting opportunity, and of the 
general licence of a disorderly period, than the deliberate 
offspring of inilividual guilt. 

The alarm was given at last, and the attendants of 
the court and domestics began to gather to the palace, 
■from which the assassins made their escape to the fligh- 
lands, not without loss > 


VOL. I. 


T 



Jti'r<»nv <ir t/'-vrj. 


rit ir. XVIII, 



Th'-tp-.'-u .f< '.-'.f 


•! til- 

■ pur uit ( 

:.r the 

murderers 


;';i i . • eiijo 

I • !h. 

• V. id )' 

V, *tj -uf'h 

.I lui ' 

'nml. ?!ie 

u 

’ i I l.-r If 


r. f di 

ti.-sf c eJ 

idi tire 

as well as 

1 .-. 

V 1 1 “ * I " f! »* * * ;i 


In tin 

■ pith urn 

nf 

1 i.'I'i, the 

5 ! 

d. p - 

rli 

. V. i;!i 

1 a !)ri ■: 

ititoi':! 

It tint his 

f 

! I!!’.',- 

‘irr 

mi/h: 

ixp h 

im In 

a<.‘as.ina- 

t; 

ei, thf t!j'' 


#1** >'■ 
• k, 

iie I '■ lies 

tn trivc wrifttu 


•ir ’.t.i" - i>: :fi' !f (n the l Y^n tin's trv- 

i‘;,- (i.-iv,-: '•) i!:>'y ri-;!-- in -- 1 tlitir ii’islj:).-. .'MhI .•> close nml 
nlti-r th'- nninlfn r'' jiinre. In flic 
Tja".- I)*' ;x lli-y v.rro .^I'prl■!u'!nlt•l! in tlivir v.t- 

Uu'j.in;'-}'!'. .\t!Ki!c'‘s j’rnniU nt, sir Ilohcrt Sinv- 

art, u ’-I t nt IMinlnir^Ii v.ith n/iiictl torture*;, 

in t!i>' milt*', of v.inch he ,tMnveil lii: ptilt. 'J’lie ncted 
firl .ilinilt' <! t!i ft Iii’; )>ni\ propo're<I yiicli a 

cofujiir.ncy to him ; hut nlle-,tv'l tlinl he diil lti>: utmost 
to fli-tu-oh* liitn from cnuuuini: in it, ami hclirved that 
the idea tv.is laid .v ido, lie rvas helieaded .at Kdinhiirpli, 
.and his head, huiut •tirromuU-il avith a crown of iron, 
\v.v. c\j) 1 >-d to piddic view, 'I'lie principal conspirator, 
i.ir Uohert (ir.ahamc, whose miml had ileviscd, and whose 
Jiaml rxeented the hU'ofly <K-ed, hnidly contended that lie 
lia/i n riitht Iff art <a>: he Inn! fJonr, 'J'lic hinp, lie .s.aid, 
had inllictetl on him mortal injury; and he, in return, 
had renmmceil his alh\4ianro, and sent liim a formal 
letter of deliuiiee. ])rcadful tortures were inflicted on 
the re.tieide, which served hut to show liow much ex- 
tremity a hanly spirit is e.ajfahle to endure. He told the 
court, that, thon.i;h now cxcented ns n traitor, he should 
he hereafter recollected us the man who had freed Scot- 
land from a tyrant. Ihit the evil spirit which had seduced 
him, and seemed to sju'ak hv his mouth, proved a false 
jirophet : the immortality avhich his memory obtained 
was oidy conferred by a popular rhyme, to this effect : — 

I'olh'rt (Irnh.imr*, 

'I’hnt klllM our Klnp, God ;*ivc li'im slhimo, 

tTinnes 1, had two sons ; Imt one dying in infancy, he 
left behind him otdy James II., who in his childhood 
succeeded to his fntlicr's throne. The late king had five 
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daughters, who were married, four of them into noble 
families abroad,- while the youngest was wedded to the 
earl of Angus. 

Among the transactions of this reign, we ought not to 
omit to mention the fate of two heretics. The first was a 
Wickliffite, called John Resby, already mentioned as exe- 
cuted under the regency of Albany. James I. himself is 
culpable for having permitted the death of Paul Crawar, 
a foreigner, and a follower of John of Huss. He was 
tried by Laurence of Lindores, the same bigoted inquisi- 
tor who sat in judgment on Resby, whose fate this second 
martyr shared, at Saint Andrew's, 1435. These instances 
prove that Scotland did not escape the ravages of in- 
tolerant superstition, though her history stands more free 
of such shocking cruelties than that of nations more im- 
portant and more early civihzed than herself. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

STRUGGLE BETWEEN THE NOBLES AND THE CROWN. ELEVA- 

TION OF CRICHTON AND LIVINGSTON TO THE GOVERNMENT. 

THEIR DISSENSIONS. CRICHTON -POSSESSES HIMSELF OP 

THE king’s PERSON ; BUT BY A STRATAGEM OF THE QUEEN 

HE IS CONVEYED TO STIRLING. CRICHTON IS BESIEGED IN 

EDINBURGH CASTLE ; RECONCILES HIMSELF WITH LIVINGSTON ; 
QUARRELS ONCE MORE WITH HIM J AND AGAIN OBTAINS THE 
CUSTODY OF THE KINg’s PERSON A SECOND' RECONCILIA- 
TION. POWER OF THE DOUGLAS FAMILY. TRIAL ANR 

EXECUTION OF THE YOUNG EARL OF DOUGLAS AND HIS BRO- 
THER. HIGHLAND FEUDS. DOUGLAS GAINS THE ASCEND- 
ANCY IN THE king’s COUNCILS. FALL OF THE LIVINGSTONS. 

FEUD OF THE EARL OF CRAWFORD AND THE OGILVIES DEATH 

OF THE QUEEN DOWAGER. WAR WITH ENGLAND. BATTLE 

OF SAUK. — marriage OF 3AMES. HIS QUARREL WITH DOU- 

GLAS : HE PUTS HIM TO DEATH WITH HIS OWN HAND. — GREAT 

CIVIL WAR. THE DOUGLAS FAMILY IS DESTROYED. WAR 

WITH ENGLAND. SIEGE OP ROXBURGH CASTLE, AND DEATH 

OF JAXIES II. 

In the reign of James I. a struggle had commenced of a 
nature hitherto unknown to Scotland. The dissensions 
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noble;, who considcrcil <-.cry ofTirr nc-ir :hr |'rr- 

.>-0)1, ns their own peejtli.nr .wnl pntninnninl ripht, nml 
who h.^d in ninny itntnnce- co;ivrr!<--l '^uch rin;i|(>yi);en?>. 
into subjects of Itcrtditnry tr.'in>.iiii‘.vir>:i. 

Ainon^ the able nicn wlinm Jnnn-" I. cnlle! iji thi- 
ni.nnncr from comjmr.itiie ob'nirity, the nnnu'*. of two 
stntcfinen appear, wliom in- had jehctc-il from the r.ni!l 
of the pentry, nml i.ni'-cd tn n hiph place it! h:>. contiri!'. 
'rhe>^c wo'C sir "Willia)!) (hiehtoi the ehr.nnllor, anil 
,‘ir AU'Samlcr Lii'ineston of Cnh. mier. IJoth wire mi :i 
of nncictit family, thnuph, <le-ce:!'!!-.l prol'.ibly ef 
jinrcntnpe, they did not numhtr atnonr: tl:i* j;ri.',t»r 
nobles, who clnimod, cenernlly jpe.nhin::, thoir birth from 
tbcXonnnn blood. Both, rmd more r-preinlly Crirluim, 
had talent.s of n diMitUTui-b.e.l «'rd<r. tmd wt.w wtll fjua- 
iillcd to ferve the state. I'nhapjiily, tlir e tv.o stati -- J‘ 
incn, t!])on avliom either th.c will of the late biticr. or the 
ordinance of n pnrlinmiiit calknl .at llditibiirph imme- 
di.ately after J.anies's murder, dcvcl'id the pinur of ;s 
joint repcncy, w-ere cnemien to each other, proivahly fnc!) 
ancient rivalry; nnd it was rtiil more unfortunate tliat 
tlieir talents were. mu united with corrmpendinp sirtuei; 
for Livingston .and Crichton appear to h.aie betn ahl c 
.amhitions, cruel, nnd un‘cmpnIons jioliticlam-. It i«, 
saiil by the Scots chronicles, that the parlianietit ;o>!pjjed 
to Crichton the chancellor the ndmitsistralion of tlte 
kingdom, and to Livingston the c.ire of the jan on of 
the young king. 

It miglit iiavc been supposed that the widowed qmen 
Joanna Ii.ad some title to he coinpriseil in the e>'mmi' - 
sion of regency, and there are indications that such lintl 
Decn the purpose of her hushand. Ihn alone, an Knglish 
stranger, and a woman, after jmweemiug the murderers 
of licr Imshand to the death, .^he seoiis to liave with- 
drawn licr.cclf from public an'airs; and shortly afterwards 
married a man of rank, tir Jame.s f^tewart, who was c.allcd 
tlic Black Knight of Lorn — .an union which, jilacing 
her.self under tutelage, disqu.alified her from the ofiice of 
regent, wliethcr in her sole person or ns an associate of 
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cause : and .as she was permitted to visit the castle at 
all times, she contrived to convey the child out of that 
fortress by inclosing him in a cofler, supposed to con- 
tain a part of her wardrobe. Setting sail from Leith, 
she removed the prince by water to Stirling, where Li- 
vingston lay in garrison, by whom she was gladly re- 
ceived. Assembling there sueh nobles and barons as 
adhered to him, Livingston proposed to he.sicgc the castle 
of Edinburgh, and the queen oflcrcd from her own store- 
houses to supply the soldiers with food. 'I'hc castle w.as 
beleaguered accordingly. Crichton, thus severely threat- 
ened, .applied himself in his necessity to the carl of Dou- 
glas, offering his constant friendshij) .and assistance, on 
condition of the earl’s st.anding his friend at this crisis. 
The earl sc.arce heard the mess.age to an end, answer- 
ing with a furious look and gesture, ‘Mt is hut sin.all 
harm, methinks, although such mischievous traitors ns 
Crichton and Livingston move war against each other; 
and it would ill become any of the ancient race of nobles 
to interfere to prevent their utter wreck and destruction. 
As for myself, nothing is more pleasing than to hear of 
their discord ; and I hope I shall live to see the mischief 
they deserve condignly overwhelm hoth," 

The siege by this time w.is Laid around the castle of 
Edinburgh, when Crichton, baaing received this scornful 
answer from the earl of Douglas, asked an intervieay with 
his enemy Livingston, to whom ho communicated the 
carl’s reply as indicating no less hostility to the governor 
than to himself, and proposed that tliey should forget their 
private enmity, and unite to protect themselves against 
Douglas as their common enemy. At the s.ame time, 
upon an understanding that he should receive honourable 
treatment, Crichton declared liimself ready to yield up 
the castle to the governor. Livingston, after consulting 
his friends, accepted of Crichton’s submission, confirmed 
him in his office of chancellor, and restored the castle of 
Edinburgh to his charge; .and a course of friendship .and 
amity seems for a short intera'al to have taken place 
betwixt the two rival statesmen. 
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they were accused of is not known ; but the extent of their 

power and the lawless character of their Mowers must 
have afforded enough of pretexts for condemnation, when 
the sentence rested with judges who were determined to 
make no allowance for the youth and inexperience of the 
accused parties, for the artifices by which they had been 
brought witliin the danger of the law, and for their being 
totally deprived of constitutional or legal defenders. 
The youthful earl and his brother were dragged'from the 
mock judgment-seat to the castle-yard, where, in spite 
of the entreaties and prayers of the young king, they were 
cruelly beheaded. Malcolm Fleming of Cumbernauld, a 
friend and adherent of their family, slmred the fate of 
the unfortunate hoys. The whole might be well 'pro- 
nounced a murder committed with the sword of justice. 

Unquestionably Livingston and Crichton, the authors 
of this detestable treason, reckoned on its effects in de- 
pressing tlie house of Douglas, and producing general 
■ quiet and good order, the rather upon two accounts : the 
first was, that a large part of the unentailed property, 
in particular the estates of Galloway, Wigton, Bal- 
veny, Ormond, and Annandale, were severed from the 
inheritance ivhich was to descend on the new earl of 
Douglas, and went to Margaret, the sister of the earl 
William who was beheaded in the castle, who was thence 
commonly called the Fair Maiden of Galloway. An- 
other encouragement to the crime was the indolent and 
pacific disposition of James, called the Gross, the uncle 
of the mui’dered earl. This corpulent dignitary, whose 
fat 'is said to have weighed four stone, seems accordinglj 
to have taken no measures whatever for avenging the death 
of his relatives ; on which account the historian of the 
Douglas family expresses his opinion that earl James s 
obesity had invested him w'ith a dulness of spirit incon- 
sistent with the quick feeling of honour that should have 
stimulated him to a bold revenge. 

But the state took as little benefit from the division 
of the Douglas estates as from the peaceful temper of 
James the Gross. A marriage, hastily effected, between 
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"^Filliani, son and heir of .James the Gross, and his 
cousin-german, Margaret, the fair maid of Galloway, 
restored the whole of her immense possessions to the 
male heir of the house of Douglas: and James the 
Gross being remoyed by deatli wthin two years after 
die murder at Edinburgh castle, was succeeded by die 
same IT^'iHiam, a youth in the flower of his age, of 
as ardent ambition 'as any of his towering house, and 
filled with hatred against Crichton and Livingston for 
their share in his Idnsinen’s death. Thus did the power 
of Douglas revive in its most dangerous form, within 
two years after the tragic execution in the castle of Edin- 
burgh ; and the political crime of Crichton and Living- 
ston was, like many of the same dark complexion, com- 
mitted in vain. 

If we look' at Scotland generally during this minority, 
it forms a dark and disgusting spectacle. Feudal ani- 
mosities were .revived in all corners of the country ; and 
the harriers of the law having been in a great measure 
removed, the land was drenched with the blood of its 
inhabitants, shed by their countrymen and neighbours. 
In 14‘4>2 John Colquhoun, lord of Luss, was cut off, 
with many of his followers, by a party of Highlanders. 
In the subsequent year, the sheriff' of Perth, sir Wflliara 
Iluthven, having arrested a Highland thief, and being in 
the act of leading him to execution, a rescue was at- 
tempted by a body of Athole mountaineers, headed by 
a chief named John Gorme, or Gormac.* The assailants 
were, however, defeated, and their leaders slain. 

In the midst of universal complaint, bloodshed, and 
confusion, the king was, approaching his fourteenth year. 
He was easily persuaded, or brought to persuade himself, 
that he could govern more effectively Avithout the con- 
trol of Crichton and LiAungston, Avhile the greater pai-t 
of his subjects were at least satisfied that he could not 
vule Avorse than Avith the assistance of such unscrupulous 
counsellors. This produced a desire on the part both of 
the king and his subjects to dissolve the regency ; and the 

• The Blue, £0 called, perhaps, from the colour of his dress. 
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they were ncciiserl of is not known ; but the extent of their 
power aiul the lawless character of their followers must 
have anbrded enough of pretexts for condemnation, when 
the sentence rested witli judges who were determined to 
make no allowance for the youth and inexperience of the 
accused parties, for the artifices by which they had been 
brought within the danger of the law, and for their being 
totally dcjirivcd of constitutional or legal defenders. 
Tlie youthful carl and his brother w'ere dragged from the 
mock judgment-seat to the castle-yard, where, in spite 
of the entreaties and prayers of the young king, they were 
cruelly heheaded. i\Ialcolm Fleming of Cumbernauld, a 
friend and adherent of their family, shared the fate of 
the unfortunate boys. The whole might be well 'pro- 
nounced a murder committed with the sword of justice. 

Unquestionably Livingston and Crichton, the authors 
of this detestable treason, reckoned on its effects in de- 
])rcssing the house of Douglas, and producing general 
• quiet nml good order, the rather upon two accounts : the 
first was, that a large part of the unentailed property, 
in j)articular the estates of Galloway, IFigton, Bal- 
veny, Ormond, and Annandale, were severed from the 
inheritance which tvas to descend on the new earl of 
Douglas, and went to Margaret, the sister of the earl 
IFilliain who was beheaded in the castle, who was thence 
commonly called the Fair IMaiden of Galloway. An- 
other encouragement to the crime was the indolent and 
jiacific disposition of James, called the Gi'oss, the uncle 
of the murdered carl. This corpulent dignitary, whose 
fat is said to have weighed four stone, seerps accordingly 
to have taken no measures whatever for avenging the death 
of his relatives ; on which account the historian of the 
Douglas family expresses his opinion that earl James s 
obesity had invested him with a dulness of spirit incon- 
sistent with the quick feeling of honour that should have 
stimulated him to a bold revenge. 

But the state took as little benefit from the division 
of the Douglas estates as £rom the peaceful temper of 
James the Gross. A marriage, hastily effected, between 
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William, son and heir of James the Gross, and his 
cousin-german, Margaret, the fair maid of GaUoivay, 
restored the whole of her immense possessions to the 
male heir of the house of Douglas: and James the 
Gross being removed by death within two years after 
rhe murder at Edinburgh castle, was succeeded by the 
same William, a youth in the flower of his age, of 
as ardent ambition 'as any of his towering house, and 
filled with hatred against Crichton and Livingston for 
their share in his kinsmen’s death. Thus did the power 
of Douglas revive in its most dangerous form, within 
two years after the tragic execution in the castle of Edin- 
burgh ; and the poHtical crime of Crichton and Living- 
ston was, like many of the same dark complexion, com- 
mitted in vain. 

If we look’ at Scotland generally during this minority, 
it forms a dark and disgusting spectacle. Feudal ani- 
mosities were revived in _aU corners of the country ; and 
the barriers of the law having been in a great measure 
removed, the land was drenched with the blood of its 
inhabitants, shed by their countrymen and neighbours. 
In 1442 John Colquhoun, lord of Luss, was cut ofl^ 
with many of his foUowei's, by a party of Highlanders. 
In the subsequent year, the sheriff of Perth, sir William 
Ruthven, liaving arrested a Highland thief, and being in 
the act of leading him to execution, a rescue was at- 
tempted by a body of Athole mountaineers, headed by 
a chief named John Gorme, or Gormac.* The assailants 
Avere, hmvever, defeated, and their leaders slain. 

In the midst of universal complaint, bloodshed, and 
confusion, the king was, approaching his fourteenth year. 
He Avas easily persuaded, or brought to persuade himself, 
that he could govern more effectively Avithout the con- 
trol of Crichton and Livingston, while the greater part 
of his subjects AA^ere at least satisfied that he could not 
rule Avorse tlian Avitli the assistance of such unscrupulous 
counsellors. This produced a desire on the part both of 
the king and liis subjects to dissolve the regency ; and the 

• The Blue, so called, pcihaps, from the '' dress. 
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t.-jrl of noiipiJns tnjsting to flndliis own- advantage^ and 
flu- tiu-.itis of jjrosccuting liis revenge against Crichton 
and Livingston, wifli more art tlian Jiis house had usually 
nt.initv'.tvd, resolved to make personal advances to gain 
flu- l.iiigs favour, and jirosccute Iii^ course to power 
rather as an ally and minister of the throne than the 
avowed rival and antagonist of the royal family. 

'fherc was an occasion sliortly offered wliich afforded 
]h)ug!ns-.n graceful opportunity of approaching the king’s 
person with offers of .service and protestations of fidelity^ 
Sir Ilohcrt Scnijile, shcriff-dej)ute to the lord Erskine, 
'vas in the important charge of Dumbarton castle, while 
the upper h.iillie of the same fort was intrusted to 
I’atrick (Jalliraith, a vassal of the carl of Douglas. For 
f 'Utie unknown cau.se of suspicion, Semple deprived Gal- 
hraitli of his charge, and ordered him to begone from 
t!ie castle. Galbraith seemed to obey; but introducing 
a few tuen, under pretence of rcniovinghis furniture and 
iiouschold stufl^ he suddenly attacked sir Robert Semple, 
and expelled, or, as other authorities say, slew him, and 
seized the whole fortrc.ss into his own possession. 

The carl of Douglas assumed an appearance of great 
toncern, as if Galbraith’s dependence upon liira might 
occ.i.sion (his affiir to be made a handle against him by 
lii.s enemies. He therefore came to court, submitted 
liim.'.'clf to the king’s will, placed his person in the royal 
jiowcr without reserve, and personated so well the ex- 
])rcssions and behaviour of a good subject, that James 
wa.s delighted to find in the earl of Douglas, -who had 
been represented as a formidable rival, a vassal so power- 
ful at once and so humble. 'The king received him not 
into favour only, but into confidential trust and power, 
and with the assistance received from him easily suc- 
ceeded in assuming the supreme authority into liis o«n 
hands, and in displacing Livingston and Crichton, ivho 
had governed in James’s name since his father’s death. 

In modern times, the dismission of a ministry whose 
government has lasted long and assumed an absolute 
character, is usually folloived by enquiries and impeach- 
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nients : in the more ancient tlays^ the ministers were 
called to ‘account for their power hy the terrors of a cinl 
war. But the late chancellor and governor were, as the 
age required, soldiers as well as statesmen. Livingston 
shut liimself up in the castle of Stirling, and determined 
on resistance ; the chancellor also garrisoned liis castles, 
and stood upon his defence. Douglas, armed with the 
royal authority, marched against the baronial castles of 
Crichton and of Barnton, both belonging to the late chan- 
cellor. These fortresses were held out against the Dou- 
glas’s banner for several days, but surrendered when that 
of the king was displayed before them. Douglas caused 
them to be dismantled. 

But the far more important castle of Edinburgh was 
stoutly defended by sir William Crichton in person ; nor 
did he refrain from offensive measures ; for, in revenge 
of the mischief done hy Douglas to his lands, he made 
sallies out of the castle with force sufficient to destroy the 
lands of Abercorn and Strabrock, belonging to the earl, 
lie continued to hold out the castle of Edinburgh for 
nine weeks, and at last surrendered it on the most advan- 
tageous terms. He was confirmed in liis honours, titles, 
and possessions ; even his office of chancellor was restored 
to him. He seems to have formed an alliance with the 
carl of Douglas, and consented to take a share in his ad- 
ministration, surrendering at the same time to the earl’s 
resentment sir Alexander Li>’ingston, the king’s governor. 

This latter statesman was arrested, with many of his 
friends ; and though his own gray hairs were spared, 
their ransom was dearly purchased by the decapitation of 
his two sons, and the destruction of his family. He 
himself was imprisoned, and with his kinsmen Dundas, 
Bruce, and others, subjected to ruinous fines and pe- 
nalties. 

The carl of Douglas now attained the high dignity of 
lieutenant-general of the'kingdom, and having the uni- 
versal management of state affairs, failed not to use his 
influence for the advancement of the ovcrswollen import- 
ance of his house. Three of his brothers were created 
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pecr.q. Archibald, by marrying with the heiress of the earl 
of Moray, succeeded to that title and estate; Dou- 
glas was made earl of Ormond; and John lord of Balveny. 

Meantime the public tranquillity went fowreck on all 
hands; and one feud is distinguished by our historians 
from the rest, on account of the number and consequence 
of the parties engaged on both sides. The powerful earl 
of Crawford, by countenance and aid of tlie Livingstons, 
and by assistance of the family of Ogilvy, made an in- 
road on the property of the bishopric of Saint Andrew’s, . 
then held by James Kennedy, a near relation to the king. 
For this incursion, the bishop excommunicated the parties 
concerned on all the holidays of the year, with staff and 
mitre, book, bell, and candle. This, however, was but 
empty vengeance on men who made but slight account 
1‘I43. of his curses. A more effectual amends ensued from a 
quarrel between the master of Crawford and Ogilvy of 
Inverquharity, the chief of that great name, about the 
bailliemck of Aberbrothock, which the abbot had taken 
from Crawford and bestowed upon Ogilvy. They as- 
sembled their forces on each side ; and the parties hav- 
ing met near the gates of the town of Aberbrothock, 
were prepared to fight it out, headed by the master of 
Crawford on the one side, and Inverquharity on fhe other. 
The Gordons, under the earl of Huntley, arrived on the 
field of battle, took the part of the Ogilvies, and the battle 
was about to join. At this moment the earl of Crawford 
rode forward between the two bodies, with the purpose 
of making terms. The master halted his forces at his 
father’s command, and the earl was advancing towards the 
Ogilvies, when one of them, ignorant who he was, rode 
■at him with his lance, threw him to the ground, and 
mortally wounded him. Both parties joined battle with 
mutual fury, and after a fierce conflict the Ogilvies were 
defeated, and their chief fell in the action, while his ally 
Huntley only escaped by flight. It gives an idea of the 
fury of this domestic feud, when we read that in this 
battle of Aberbrothock five hundred of the vanquished 
were slain on the field. The earl of Crawford did not 
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long survive this bloody field of private vengeance; and 
liis body lay for a considerable time above ground^ on ac- 
count of the sentence of excommunication. 

In the midst of this almost imiversal turmoil ive may 
notice the death of Joanna, the queen mother, who 
hardly obtained permission to die in safety in the castle 
of Dunbar, that, of Hales being stormed and taken 
for having afforded her temporary refuge. Her hus- 
band, the Black Knight of Lorn, having uttered some 
words reflecting on the administration of the earl of 
Douglas, saw liimself compelled to leave Scotland. His 
misfortunes continued to attend him ; the bark on which 
he sailed for France was taken by a Flemish corsair, and 
he died shortly after in a species of captivity. 

In the mean time the earl of Douglas, who possessed 
the warlike character of his ancestors, defended the coun- 
try against its external enemies with better success than 
that with which he maintained domestic tranquillity. 
Tlie borderers, partaking the spirit of the unsettled 
times, had broken through the truce hy incursions on 
both sides; and the discordant administrations of Hen- 
ry VI. and James II., who strongly resembled each other 
in point of cabal and internal dissension, found that the 
two countries were at war, even without either govern- 
ment intending it. On the one side, Dumfries was burnt 
by young Percy and Robert Ogle ; on the other. Lord 
Balveny, the youngest brodier of Douglas, gave the town 
of Alnwick to the flames. 

To make a deeper impression on the hostile country, 
the earl of Huntingdon and lord Percy crossed the 
western marches with about fifteen thousand men. They 
were met by Douglas at the head of a much inferior 
army, who either defeated or compelled them to retire. 
This foil only animated the English to a stronger effort, H 
They assembled an army amounting to twenty thousand 
men.. They crossed the river Sark at low water, and found 
themselves in front of the Scottish force, under command 
of Hugh earl of Ormond, another brother of the Douglas 
family. Sir Thomas Wallace of Craigie, who seems to 
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peers. Arcliibald, by marrying with the heiress of the earl 
of i\Joray, succeeded to that title and estate; H^h Dou- 
g/as tvas made earl of Ormond ; and John lord of Baiveny. 

ilfeantime the public tranquillity went to wreck on all 
hands ; and one feud is distinguished by our historians 
from the restj on account of the number and consequence 
of the parties engaged on both sides. The powerful earl 
of Crawford, by countenance and aid of the Livingstons, 
and by assistance of the family of Ogilvy, made an in- 
road on the property of the bishopric of Saint Andrew’s, . 
then held by J ames Kennedy, a near relation to the king. 
For this incursion, the bishop excommunicated the parties 
concerned on all the holidays of the year, with staff and 
mitre, book, beU, and candle. This, however, was but 
empty vengeance on men who made but slight account 
5. of his curses. A more effectual amends ensued from a 
quarrel between the master of Crawford and Ogilvy of 
Inverquharity, tlie chief of that great name, about the 
bailliewick of Aberbrothock, which the abbot had taken 
from Crawford and bestowed upon Ogilvy. They as- 
sembled tlieir forces on each side ; and the parties hav- 
ing met near the gates of the town of Aberbrothock, 
^vere prepared to fight it out, headed by the master of 
Crawford on the one side, and Inverquharity on the other. 
The Gordons, under the earl of Huntley, arrived on the 
field of battle, took the part of the Ogilvies, and the battle 
ivas about to join. At this moment the earl of Crawford 
rode forward between the two bodies, with the purpose 
of making terms. The master halted his forces at his 
father’s command, and the earl was advancing towards the 
Ogilvies, wl)en one of them, ignorant who he Avas, rode 
-at him with his lance, threrv him to the ground, a.nd 
mortally rvounded him. Both parties joined battle Avith 
mutual fury, and after a fierce conflict the Ogilvies Avere 
defeated, and their chief fell in the action, Avhile his ally 
Huntley only escaped by flight. It gives an idea of the 
fury of this domestic feud, Avhen Ave read that in this 
battle of Aberbrothock lire hundred of the vanquished 
were slain on the field. The earl of Crawford did not 
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long survive tliis bloody field of private vengeance; and 
his body lay for a considerable time above ground, on ac- 
count of the sentence of excommunication. 

In the midst of this almost universal turmoil ive may 
notice the death of Joanna, the queen mother, rvho 
hardly obtained permission to die in safety in the castle 
of Dunbar, that- of Hales being stormed and taken 
for having afforded her temporary refuge. Her hus- 
band, the Black Knight of Lorn, having uttered some 
words reflecting on the administration of the earl of 
Douglas, saw liimself compelled to leave Scotland. His 
misfortunes continued to attend him ; the bark on which 
he sailed for France was taken by a Flemish corsair, and 
he died shortly after in a species of captivity. 

In the mean time the earl of Douglas, who possessed 
the warlike character of his ancestors, defended the coun- 
try against its external enemies with better success than 
that with which he maintained domestic tranquillity. 

The borderers, partaking the spirit of the unsettled 
times, had broken through the truce by incursions on 
both sides; and the discordant administrations of Hen- 
ry VI. and James II., who strongly resembled each other 
in point of cabal and internal dissension, found that the 
two countries were at war, even without either govern- 
ment intending it. On the one side, Dumfries was burnt 
by young Percy and Robert Ogle ; on the other. Lord 
Balveny, the youngest brother of Douglas, gave the town 
of Alnwick to the flames. 

To make a deeper impression on the hostile country, 
the earl of Huntingdon and lord Percy crossed the 
western marches with about fifteen thousand men. They 
were met by Douglas at the head of a much inferior 
army, who either defeated or compelled them to retire. 

This foil only animated the English to a stronger effort. 14-11 
They assembled an army amounting to twenty thousand 
men.- They crossed the river Sark at low water, and found 
themselves in front of the Scottish force, under command 
of Hugh earl of Ormond, another brother of the Douglas 
family. Sir Thomas Wallace of Craigie, who seems to 
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honourable commission of renewing the old alliance with 
France, and seeding out upon the continent a befitting 
match for the king. The election fell on IVIary of 
Gueldres, with whom Philip of Burgundy agreed to give 
sixty thousand croi\Tis of gold as the portion of his kins- 
woman, who had been educated at his court. The al- 
liance with France ivas renewed, and one witli Burgundy 
w’as entered into. The success of sir William Crichton 
in this negotiation, and the acceptable selection of his 
bride, raised the old statesman still higher in James’s 
favour; and as he acquired the royal confidence, he had 
further opportunities of instilling into the sovereign’s 
mind the ndes of policy on which his father James I. had 
acted, with a view ofraising the power of the crown, and 
depressing the feudal greatness of the nobility. These 
instructions were necessarily unfavourable to Douglas. 

A parliament was held at Edinburgh, providing for 1.150 
the restoration of the progresses of the justiciary courts, 
which had been interrupted, and denouncing the penalties 
of rebellion against all persons who should presume to 
make private war on the king’s subjects, declaring, that 
the whole force of the country should be led against them 
if necessary. Severe laivs were made against spoilers 
and marauders ; and regulations laid down that the 
nobility should travel witli moderate trains, to avoid 
oppressing the coimtry. Finally, a statute was passed 
imposing the pains of treason on any who should aid or 
supply ivith help or counsel tliose who were traitors to 
die king’s person, or who should garrison houses in their 
defence, or aid such rebels in die assault of castles or 
other places where the king’s person should happen to be 
for the time. The tendency of these laws shows the pre- 
dominant evilJ which had taken root during the king’s 
minority, and the remedies ^ by wliich, when come to 
mans estate, James II. proceeded to attempt a cure. 

The earl of Douglas, finding his court-favour upon the 
wane, began to withdraw himself from the king’s, and, in 
despite of the laws which had been so lately enacted, to 
play the independent prince in his own country, which 

VOL. i. u 
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comprehended all tlie borders, and great part of the 
Tvest of Scotland. An instance of liis mode of acting 
occurred in a feud between Ricliard Colville of Ocliil- 
tree and John Auchinleck of Aucliinleck. The former 
having received some injuries from Auchinleck, watdicd 
an opportunity, while his enemy was journeying to ivait 
upon the earl of Douglas, ivhose follower he was, and 
1443. on tlie road waylaid and slew him, Dougins, consider- 
ing this violence as a personal insult to himself, under- 
taken perhaps in scorn of his diminished power, in- 
stantly beset Colville’s castle trith a body of men, took 
it by force, and put the lord and his garrison to the 
sword. Tills daring contempt of the public Jaw, though 
coloured over as the vengeance .claimed by the memory of 
a worthy follower, was justly regarded at court as a 
daring insult to the royal authority, and so much re- 
sented by James, that the carl judged it prudent for a 
time to absent himself, not only from the court, hut from 
the country. 

1450. The earl of Douglas, therefore, undertook a pilgrimagt 
to Rome, which he performed magnificently, with o 
retinue of six knights, fourteen gentlemen, and eighty 
attendants of inferior rank. lie was received at I’aris 
with the honour duo to his high family, and the memory 
of his ancestor who fell at Verneui) in the French 
service. Even at Rome the name of Dougins wns 
respected, and the rude magnificence of the e.irl who 
bore it attracted attention and regard. 

"Wliile Douglas was absent on his pilgrimage, his vas- 
sals continued to be disorderly and insubordinate as I e- 
foTC. Symington, the carl’s hailifi’ in Douglas-dale, wa*. 
cited to answer for the conduct of such junlefactors, imi 
contumaciously refused to obey. Ujion this, W illinui 
Sinclair, carl of Orkney, then chancellor of Scotland, y.-'i 
sent to levy distress on the rents ami goods of the car! ( f 
Douglas, to satisfy those who complained of injtiry ffio-i 
his tenants. The chancellor’s mission met nidi f:« ’"c- 
cess, for he was received only with resistance and 
The king, incensed at this contumacy offifcd l» t! <• 
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at your pleasure.” He then mounted his good horse, 
and, unable any longer to suppress his burning sense 
of the insult and injury with which he had been 
treated, he sternly said, " My lord, if I live, you shall 
be rewarded according to your demerits for this day’s 
ivork. * The earl, incensed at these words, instantly 
called to horse ; and though sir Patrick Gray rode off 
upon the spur so soon as he had uttered the threat, 
he was chased by the followers of the Douglas till near to 
Edinburgh, and would have been taken but for the 
excellence of his led horse. 

It is probable that this piece of cruelty, accompanied 
with such a marked degree of contempt, not only to the 
laws but to the person of the king, filled up the cup of , 
J aanes's resentment against the earl of Douglas. Still 
the extreme power which rendered this overgroivn noble 
so presumptuous made it perilous for the king to enter 
into open war against him. It was therefore determined 
by Crichton and others, who shared in the king’s more 
secret councils, that the king should affect an appear- 
ance of good wiU towards the earl, and invite him to 
court, with assurances that none of his past enormities 
should be enquired into, and that a reconciliation should 
be effected, on the footing of Douglas’s forbearing such 
aggressions against the royal authority in future. 

By what allurements the king and his counsellors 
were able to lull to rest the suspicions which Douglas, 
conscious of his own demerits, must have entertained of 
James’s feelings towards one by whom he had been pub- 
licly insulted, we have no means of knowing. It ap- 
pears that religion, too often employed as the most 
efficient mask of sinister designs, was not spared on the 
occasion ; and that sir William Crichton and sir Patrick 
Gray had proposed to accompany Donglas and his bro- 
ther James, with lord Hamilton, his most powerful and 
faithful follower, upon a pilgrimage to Canterbury. 


* This circumstance renders if most probable that the casOc of 

wa‘thesce?e“sBtranseincident:totofthe^ri 

M island, sir Patrick Gray could not have escaped from It on horseback. 
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upon the bond or league in wliich Douglas had citta-t-d 
.■ivith the earls of Crawford and Ross, anil eanuNjIv »n-'od 
him to renounce it as a confederacy inconsistent ;uth 
his allegiance, dangerous to the state/and contrary to tlic 
express iaw of tlie realm. The carl haughtily rtpliu!, 
thatj his faifli being once jiledged to that bond ns- a 
solemn engagement, he coiihl not with his- hcnunir re- 
nounce it, nor would he do so for the wonN of any 
living man. “ By heaven, then,'’ said the king, his 
wrath being excited to the uttermost by the oli'tinatc 
and disrespectful answer of the earl, "if )on vili not 
break the confederacy, this shall." So s.aving, be drew 
his dagger, and plunged it in Douglas’s b ’dy, Sir 
Patrick Gray came to the assistance of the kiin:, .nid, not 
unmindful of his vow of revenge, beat Douglas dm-, ii 
with his battle-.axc, .and all the courtiers j>reseni .attt trd 


their approbation of the deed, by striking tluir kniu-« 
and daggers into the too powerfid subject, vho l.i\ now 
a corpse at the feet of his sovereign. 

The character of James II. suffered a gre.it ••t-rin by 
the death of Douglas, slain by his own haiul vldb- the 
royal guest, under sanction of the public f.iitli. But cir- 
cumstances acquit the king of the prcmcdit.iti-d guilt of 
the action, and .show it to have been the turim!. i\- 
plosion of a sudden gust of jinssion, v.hii-h, it ptrd>'!. 
able in any person, in;iy plead .«oine cncum- iiMlo- fr'- 
of a prince braved to tiie face by his subjicr. lt,d-'d, 
-what end could the king or hi- ctnm'-.llor pm-i > to 
themselves by taking the c.arl’.s lite, v. luu in tl.f r ry 
town of Stirling, at the moment of the dfd, i.-- I il 
five surviving brothers, men of undauntfd <-o:.’rt-» a- ! 
resolution, tlic eldest of v,-hom mii'i hi\c 2' 

in fact he did, to tfie full j)owtr of the * o ';n'>d 
earl? Such a crime, then-fore, coidd oids D if - i o - 


of inst.antly precipitating tint dri -dtid 
the crowiraud ilie aristocr.iry v hieh i 


of tlie court to delay till 
tuiiitv, and wliich would 
commenced by an act c-tr: 
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>!( die Irti'.id ur tiM 'Uc in v»'liirh liutl 

V. t'.’i {,;e c-ul. I'! ( i.iujurij .uicl lin--’*, .iiiii I’.'iriic.itly urged 
}tS!!5 {it ft’S'.uuiice it 4 coii'.oliT.icy iiicoiiHi.iifjjt wiili 
hi 4 .lih gi.iiu'e, li.iitgcruu . tu the .'.{.itc, .mil cuiitr.irv to the 
l-r.v of sill- ii »!m. The i-.irj lusughtily rcpliai, 

hi. t.iidi ht-iiig once jilcdgcd lu tii.ii bond as a 
r!!';.!,;c!m:iiS, lie could not with his honour ro- 
Jiiiimcc is, imr svitiild he do so lor tlic words of any 
living )!) lit. •• Ily iic.ncii, tiicn," -.liil the king, liis 
Wf.itli being e\ci;td to the unermost by die obstinate 
and dioc cttnl .m.wer of the e.irl, '* if you will not 
bri.il; the c»ufcilcr.icy, tlii-, sli.d!." So saying, he drew 
hi. d.:,.-.^er, .md idunged it in Douglas's body. Sir 
I’atricJ; (Jr.iy c.nne to iltc a-sistaiice of the king, and, not 
iinmiiidfni of Ids vow of revenge, bc.it Douglas down 
witii hi. b.i'.',!c-.i.\e. .md .vll the courtiers present attested 
tiuif .ipjifobation of the deed, by striking tlieir knives 
and daggers into tiie too powerful subject, who lay now 
:i cofp e .11 (he feet of his sovereign. 

The cii.ir.icier of J.imes II. sult'crcd a great stain by 
the de.ith of Dmigl.is, slain hy liis own hand while die 
roy.d guest, under .s.uiction of the public f.iitii. IJutcir- 
ctmisMiiccs acijuit the king of the premeditated guilt of 
the .ictioii, and show it to h.ivc been the turious ex- 
jilo-ion of .1 .smiden gust of pa.vsion, which, if pardon- 
aiiie in .my per.soii, ni.iy plead some excuse in the case 
of a prince hr.ivcd to tlic face by his suliject. * Indeed, 
what cud could the king or his counsellors propose to 
iheimselves- by taking the e.irl's life, when in the very 
town of Stirling, at the moment of the deed, he had 
live .surviving brothers, men of undaunted courage and 
resolution, the eldest of whom must have succeeded, as 
in fact he tlid, to the full power of the slaughtered 
earl ? Such a crime, therefore, could only be the means 
of instantly precipitating that dreadful struggle between 
the crown and the aristocracy which it was the interest 
of the court to delay till some more favourable ojipor- 
tunity, aiul which wouUl certainly be most impoliticly 
commeiieed by an act carrying with it the disadvantage 
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and in further reprobation of the king’s treachery they 
proclaijned liim and his advisers and accomplices in 
the death of Douglas false^ perjured, and forsworn 
men, while four hundred horns blew out at once to 
attest the fact thus formally promulgated. They then 
burnt die town of Stirling, but drew off their forces, 
as finding themselves still unable to attempt the siege of 
t)ie castle, so that the king obtained some breathing 
space to improve his affairs in a very dangerous crisis. 

Several of the nobility, seeing it absolutely necessary 
to take a part in the approaching contest, declared for 
the lawful authority of the ciown, feeling, probably, that 
the control of a sovereign prince was more honourable 
certainly, and not likely to be so severe as that of the 
house of Douglas. Among those who held such opinions 
was an important chief of the house of Douglas itself, 
namely, the earl of Angus, who, being nearly related to 
the king, preferred the royal service to that of the head of 
his own house. The lord Douglas of Dalkeith also held 
out Ids castle, so named, against the fiercest attacks of 
the earl his namesake and kinsman. The king's most 
powerful adherent was, however, Alexander Gordon, the 
first earl of Huntley, who arrayed under the royal 
standard a great part of the northern barons, and marched 
southward at their head towards Stirling. 

The earl of Crawford was, however, faithful to his 
bond of alliance, though Douglas, with whom it had been 
contracted, was no more. Being cited to justify himself 
against an accusation of treason, he refused to obey, and 
assembling a strong army of his friends in Fifeshire 
and Angusshire, he took post at Brechin, in order to in- 
tercept Huntley on his march towards Stirling. On the 
evening before the expected battle, Huntley j that his 
men might have more spirit in the encounter the next 
day, distributed many fair lands among the leaders of 
his army. Crawford followed a more niggardly policy. 
CoUasse of Balnamoon, or Bonnyraoon, who commanded 
a select division of axe-men and biU-men in the earl s 
army, feeling his own importance, requested of the earl. 
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subniittcd Iiimself in the most humble manner to the 
Iviiig s mercy, and ivas received with some degree of 
favour. 'I’lie hing rode to visit him at the house of 
i-'inbaven, where he was dutifully and respectfully enter- 
tmiicdj and dames is said to have thrown a flag-stone 
Irom the battlements of the castle down into the ditch, 
that lie might, without injury to the earl or his mansion, 
fultil a vow wiiich he had made in Ids anger, that he 
would make the highest stone of that house the lowest. 
l !53. Shortly afterwards some species of peace or truce 
seems to have been patched up between the king and the 
earl of Douglas, witli little sincerity on either side, but 
from a feeling of unwillingness in both to carry to ex- 
tremity a contest which must inevitably terminate in the 
ilestructiou of the house of Douglas or that of Stewart, 
now exasperated by mutual wrongs, and placed in the 
most direct opposition to each other. But the pause of 
a few months again awakened the contending families 
to contention, which had never perhaps been actually 
suspended, but was now to be final and decisive. The ’ 
forces of tlie parties stood thus matched : — 

In tile north the king's interest predominated, though 
not without a struggle ; Huntley having been defeated 
by Murray, at a swampy spot called the Bog of Duu- 
kintie. 'fhe consequence of these feuds to the commu- 
nity at large may he guessed by the fate of the town of 
Elgin. One part of the town was burned by the earl 
of Murray as the property of citizens who favoured the 
Gordon : Huntley having recovered the superiority in 
Iris turn, it is most likely the other half was consumed 
as houses belonging to adherents of'Douglas. Meantime 
botli Murray and Ormond felt in the long run unequal 
to defend themselves in the north against the fanulies of 
distinction who joined the king’s standard, and they both 
retreated to the Hebrides. 

The earl of Douglas, after the temporary reconcile- 
ment ivith his sovereign, had retreated to England with 
several members of his family, and particularly with 
Margaret, called the Fair Maiden of Galloway, widow ot 



HISTORY O^p SCOTIAND. CHAP. XIX. 

parently faithful minister, had died before these second 
tumults commenced; but he had a wise and able coun- 
sellorr in James Kennedy, archbishop of Saint Andrew’s, 
to whose advice he listened on this occasion. This saga- 
cious prelate reminded James that the camp of the 
Douglas, though containing a very large host, consisted 
of numerous chieftains who followed the insurgent earl 
not from attachment, but either out of awe for his power, 
or hopes that they might gain something in the conflict. 
Could the expectations and fears of such persons^^be with- 
drawn from Douglas and fixed on the king, there woiild be 
no difficulty in transferring their allegiance to the crown. 
" The foe,” said the sagacious prelate, are like a sheaf 
of arrows: while they remain bound together, it were 
vain to attempt to break them; but sever the tie which 
unites them together, and a child may shiver them one 
after another.” 

Acting upon the counsel which he gave, the primate 
undertook to lop a main limb from the Douglas's 
enterprise, by a private communication \vith Hamilton, 
who commanded a chosen body of troops in Douglas's 
army. He had been the uniform and attached friend 
of earl William of Douglas, murdered at Stirling, and 
was now that of earl James. But he began to perceive 
that the latter had too little of the decisive character 
belonging to his house to bring the present conflict to an 
honourable or advantageous issue. He listened, there- 
fore, biit did not close immediately with the proposal 
of the archbishop, that he should embrace the royal party, 
and he hesitated between the sense of what was most 
for his own interest and personal advantage, and that 
which friendship and honour required of him. 

The king now advanced with his host, and Douglas 
drew out his forces to meet him. The king's heralds ad- 
vancing, charged" the rebels to disperse, under the pains oi 
treason ; and though Douglas returned a scornful answer, 
he saw the royal proclamation had such influence on his 
army, that he was induced'to suspend the impending action 
till next day, and lead his troops back into bis intrench- 
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.in.l Ic.ali-r.v if hui tyrant.^,, of the fjeojile, and with 
rcM-vijiiCi.' rcfiuofd tdl the strong places of tiip 
to liis own autliurity. Doitghxs castle itself, 
Ui a oi Mratliavcn, ati.l that of thcT/irievc, were in this 
in.itiijcr taken and deiuuli,-,l)ed, 

.\Sai!t: the .-.line liiiie, anil wfiile the king was making 
hi'i triiimj.hant jirogrc.ss, iJouglas himself fk'd intoEng- 
I.ind ^4'itha very lew altciulants. Ilis three brollicrs, Aforay, 
Ortiiuinl, and Jhhaiiy, remained on the borders at the 
head of the remains of the followers of their family, and 
tti liti'aitied them by military licence. Thi.s, and theliope 
of heiufiting by their forfeitures, aroused against them 
the clan of Scott, already, under their chief, Euccleuch, 
ri'o'ng into formidable dhstinction in the west and middle 
marches Tlte ileattiesons, a immerous and bold people, 
with other Iwrdcrers, united under the leading of Scott. 
.All fite.'-e clans had been lately numbered among the 
va^ials of Douglas, and had owned his authority j but the 
failure iK-fore .Vbcrcoru had emboldened them to throw 
oil* the yoke, .itid bill deliaaceto the banners under which 
they iiad at no distant perioil ranked themselves. A 
coniiici took place at .Arkinhohn, near Langholm, where 
May the batids of Dongla.s were totally defeated by these 
1.' border cl.ms. 'I’lie earl of Moray was slain ; the earl of 
'.■US. Orimind taken prisoner, condemned; and e-vecuted; and 
of the brethren of Douglas the lord Balveuy alone escaped 
into Knglaiid. 

The Ifi.story of this the last of the original branch of 
the Dmigl;is family may as well be terminated here. 
Having during his prosperity maintained a close inter- 
course with tlic house of York, who were then in power, 
Douglas was hospitably received in England. In the 
yearl tSd, he, with the duke of .cUbanj^, tlien a banished 
noble like himself, made an incursion into Scotland, 
having vowed they would make their ofibr on the high 
altar of Lochmabeii upon Saint Magdalen's day. The west 
border men rose to repel the incursion. The exiles were 
defeated, ami the earl of Douglas struck from his horse. 
Surrounded by enemies, and seeing on tlie field a sou of 
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clans, shoulil^ not bo hereditary ; that, in like manner, 
recall tio.i, or jurisdictions possessing regal power, should 
not ill future bo bestowed upon subjects without the 
coasciit of tlio estates. These enactments were judi- 
ciously calculated to prevent the raising up in any othei 
t.unily the same power of disturbing the domestic ti'an- 
(|uillity which the Douglases liad so unhappily attained. 

Il et, thougli the policy of retaining these forfeitures 
in the crowti was distinctly seen, it could not in prudence 
be invariably acted upon. The king had no other means 
of rewarding the services of the loyal chiefs who had stood 
by the crown in the last struggle, than by grants out of 
the cstate.s of the traitors; and the lands of the Douglas 
family, large as they were, were inadequate to satisfy 
the numerous expectants. The chief of these was the 
carl of Angus, a large and flourishing branch of the 
Douglas, sprung from a second son of the earl of the 
principal fondly. The present Angus, as already 
mentioned, had been a loyalist during his kinsman’s 
usurpation, winch, from the difference of the family 
complexion, led to a popidar saying, that the Red 
Douglas liad put tiowu the Elack. The earl of Angus 
was rewarded with a grant of Douglas castle tvith its 
valley and domains, of Tantallon castle, and other large 
l>ortions of the ancient estates of the Douglas family ; an 
imprudent profusion, it must he allowed, since it served 
to raise tins younger branch to a height not mucli 
less formidable to die crown than diat winch the ori- 
ginal Douglases had attained. Gordon, in the north, 
was not forgotten; and the southern chieftains profiting 
largely by' the forfeiture of the Douglases, easily ob- 
tained gifts of considerable possessions which no one 
but they themselves could have occupied with safety. In 
a Avord, if the king distinctly saiv the policy of enriching 
the croAvn, whicli the statutes of his reign imply, it is 
as certain he found it impossible to follow the maxim 
rigidly without restricting tlie necessary bounty to his 
adlierents. It ivas no time to lose men’s hearts for lack 
of liberality; for the ashw? of the civil hostility were 
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having differed in opinion of the plan of the canrpai^u, 
they quarrelled among themselves, and retired with dis- 
grace. The cause of these internal discords in the En- 
glish camp probably arose out of the dissensions con- 
cerning the red and white roses, wliich were no^v en- 
grossing the nation. ^ The truce with England was pro- 
longed for nine years. James, however, seems to have 
deemed the period favourable for recovering such Scottish 
possessions as were still held by theEnglishj accordingly 
we find him breaking through tlie truce. 

1460. It -was with this view that the king collected a numerous 
army, and laid siege to Roxburgh, which had now been 
in possession of the English since the captivity of David 
II., and, as a military post, was of tlie greatest imjjort- 
ance, being very strongly situate’d between the Tweed aiui 
Teviot, and not far from their confluence, in tlie most 
fertile part of the Scottish frontier, John die lord of the 
isles appeared in the royal camp, to atone for former 
errors and treasonable actions by zeal on the present oc- 
casion, He led a select body of Highlanders and islcsmen 
armed with shirts of mail, two-handed swords, bows, and 
battle-axes, with which he offered to take the vanguard 
of the army should it be necessary to enter England, and 
to march a mile before the main body, so as to encounter 
the first brunt of the onset. Invasion, however, made 


no part of James’s purpose on this occasion. He was 
desirous to recover possession of Roxburgh, and not be- 
ing apprehensive of relief from England, resolved to pro- 
ceed in the siege according to formal rule. lie bele;:- 
guered the castle on every side, and battered it Irom tlie 
north of the Tweed, his cannon being placed in the duke 
of Roxburgh’s park of Fleurs. James was proud ot In's 
train of cannon, and of tlie skill of a French engineer, 
who could level them so truly as to hit within a fathom 
of the place he aimed at, wliich, in these days, ivas held 
extraordinary practice. The siege had not continned 
many days when tlie arrival of the earl ot Ilunllev, ta 
whose valour and fidelity the king had been so much in- 
dehted widi a gallant body of forces from live nen.i. 
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ROXBURGH IS TAKEN. — ADMINISTRATION DURING JAMEs’s 3II- 

NOIIITY HE ASSUMES THE ROYAL AOTHOHITY, BY ADVICE 

OF THE BOYDS. THE YOUNGER BOYD IS CREATED EARL OP 

ARRAN, AND MARRIED TO THE KINg’s SISTER, BE NEGOTIATES. 

A MARRIAGE BETWEEN THE KING AND A PRINCESS OP DEN- 
MARK, AND OBTAINS THE ORKNEY AND ZETLAND ISLANDS IN SE- 
CURIIY OF THE DOWERY : IS DISGRACED, AND DIES IN OBSCU- 
RITY. TREATY OF MARRIAGE BETWEEN THE PRINCE OP 

SCOTLAND AND A DAUGHTER OF ENGLAND, AND ITS CON- 
DITIONS ; BROKEN OFF BY EDWARD IV SUBMISSION OF 

THE LORD OF THE ISLES. CHARACTER OP JAMES III. — HIS 

FAVOURITE PURSUITS. HIS DISPOSITION TO FAYOURinSit. 

CHARACTER OP ALBANY AND MAR, THE KING’s BROTHERS. 

THE KING IMPRISONS THEM ON SUSPICION ALBANY ES- 
CAPES. SIAR IS MURDERED. WAR WITH ENGLAND. 

CONSPIBACF OP LAUDER. — THE KINg’s FAVOURITE SEIZED 
AND EXECUTED. . — INTRIGUES OF ALBANY. — HE IS RECEIVED 
INTO HIS brother's FAVOUR? BUT IS AFTERWARDS AGAIN 
BANISHED. — PEACE WITH ENGLAND. — THE KING GIVES 
WAY TO HIS TASTE FOR MUSIC AND BUILDING. — CONSPIR.VCY 
OP THE SOUTHERN NOBLES. — BATTLE OF SAUCHYBURN, AND 
THE king's MURDER. 

The sudden death of James II. struck such a damp into 
the Scottish nobles, that they were about to abandon the 
.siege of Roxhiugh, and break up their camp, when the 
courage of Mary of Gueldres, the widowed queen, re- 
animated their spirits. She arrived in the camp almost 
immediately after the king's death, and throwing herself 
and her son, their infant sovereign, upon the faith of 
the Scottish lords, conjured them never to remove die 
siege from this 'ill-fated castle till they had laid it in 
ruins. The nobles caught fire at her exlrortations. 
They crowned their king at the neighhoming abbey of 
Kelso, with such ceremonies of homage and royalty as 
the time admitted, and, pressing the siege with double 
vigour, compelled the English garrison to surrender on 
terms. The castle of Roxburgh they levelled to the 
ground agreeably to the policy recommended by Robert 
Bruce. The vestiges of its walls still show the extent 
and consequence of which it ha'l formerly boasted. 
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given in marriage to sir Thomas Boydj who was at the 
same time created earl of Ai-ram 

An important acquisition to the Scottish’ dominions 
was effected in this reign, feeble as it was. The Orkney 
islands had as yet remained part of the Norwegian do- 
minions, having been seized by that people in the ninth 
century. A large sura of money was due, from Scotland 
to Denmark, being the arrears of the annual, as it was 
called, of Norway. This was the annuity of one hun- 
di-ed marks, due to Norway as the consideration for the 
cession of the Hebrides, or Western Isles, settled by the 
treaty of 1264, entered into after Haco’s defeat at the 
battle of Largs. James I. had obtained some settlement 
respecting this annuity; but it had been again per- 
mitted to fall into arrear, and the amount of the debt had 
become uncertain. 

Under the influence of Charles VII. of France there 
had been negotiations between Denmark and Scotland for 
the final arrangement of these claims, which were renewed 
in 1468. Boyd, the young earl of Arran, seems to have 
managed this treaty with considerable dexterity. It was 
finally agreed that James III. should wed a daughter of 
the princess of Denmark, whom her father proposed to 
endow mth a portion of sixty thousand florins, of which 
ten thousand only were to be paid in ready money, and 
for security of the remainder the islands of Orkney 
were to be assigned in pledge. In addition to this, Den- 
mark renounced aU claim to the arrears of the annuity 
payable on account of the cession of the Hebrides, which 
seem to have been given up as an old, prescribed, and 
somewhat desperate claim.' When the term for pay- 
ment of the ten thousand florins arrived, Christian of 
Denmark found himself so short of money that he could 
only produce the fifth part of the sum, and for the rest 
an assignment of security over the archipelago of Zetland 
was offered and gladly accepted. Thus Scotland ac- 
quired a right of mortgage to the whole of these islands, 
constituting the ancient Thule, so important to her 
in every- point of view, and which, as we sliall here- 


M siq paurewB avou psq pirq; gqj sauiBp , 

•aimiq ut ^oafqns saissiiu 
-qns B-gq o:j asiraoid jgpnn passimsip puB ';uaupuoa 
aq? uo passassod pBq aq qatqAi ^ajpuB^ puB'ajspdBu'^; 
JO suoiSa .1 aqj jo paAijdap osp; sbai safsi aqa jo pioj 
pa^quinq aqx qasfqns jauBaui on o; jnq ‘^suos laSunojC 
Jtaqf o; aSsuBddB up sb jr XaAuoa oj sSuiq aqi oj jC^iaqq 
qqAi ^n&voxo aq; o; iCfqBnaijBut paxauuB seai qaiq/A ‘^ssoy; 
JO uioppBa aqj jo paAudap ^jpjuq sba\. juatnBqiBd jo job 
UB Xq puB ‘jjasttiiq pajquiqns pioj puBjsi aqj aouBjsisai 
JO Avoxis B aajjy •jnauxasxjsBqa pajnara psq tixeSb uop 
-Buqxjoqosui asoijAV ^ssojj jo jxbo aBpijij puB sa^sr aqj 
JO pxoj txqof JO .xaAvod aqj qaaqa oj paaaoxd oj paAjosax 
'III saraBp JO sioqasunoa aqj ^uodn paxq sbax puB^Sug; 
xpxAX aSBxiiBni jo XjBaxj aqj tptqAv ut jbojC ooibs aqj itj 
•puBpoog JO diqspuaixj oAisuodxa aqj qjiAv asuadsq) oj 
xuuj ajqBua jxiSixu sb aauBi^ tpjAV qaAV os poojs ax{ paAxaa 
-uoa slfl JO osinoa aqj ur pxsAvpg; jnq f XjijBpiSax 
iptAv prod axaAv uopxod pasodoxd aqj jo sjuaxuiiBjsui 
,sJBaX 99IIIX ’Xoqod jo asxnoa axhoos qSnoxp ^aApnad 
-xa snp Suo[ anuijuoo oj snojissaaau ooj puB snonjaduit 
00 } 'xaAaAxoq 'sbax pxBAvpg; •JuoqqSxau xaxqjpaAx .loq 
q}iAV X}ruiB utB}uiBtu o} paatipm aq oj sbav aqs uoxjBoqp 
-BiS pnuuB qaiqAv J^q 'Xpisqns xo Xauom • jo raxis aSxB} 
un3}.xaa b s}uaui[B}sai Xq aAxaaoi oj puBpoag puB aAiS 
0} puB[3ug; joj }xa}axd ajqBirioaoq ub papxojjB ^aoBfd 
SutqB} aSnuxBUX pjujaajja ub jo i(}qTqKsod aqj axojaq 
2uo[ os uopiod s^BipaaQ ssaaupid aip jo juaiUjCud bi[x 
• puBiSiig; Xq pajdops uaaq ppq puB ‘^adoxnjj qSnoxxp 
jBiauaS Sutiuoaaq sbav ^aaxoj piiB aauaioiA aAxjisod jo asxa 
-xaxa jaaiq) axp Xq uEip saqjxsqns puB aauatxpui j(q axoui 
adoxtig; ui xaAVod siq pauiB}uiBiu oqAi 'qx spxoq; jo 
Xoqod aq; juqj XjBaxj a^qB^-iBiuax snp tuoxj s-tBadds jj 

•painoas pus pauugjB sbav siBa^C aAq-Xjjp jo 
aau.x} Suoj axp jC}Ba.x} axuBs axp jCg; "potjad popua b jb 
puBpoag JO dxqspuaiJj axp xoj piBd uopB.xapxsxxoa b sB uop 
-UBqB 0} paaxSB pxBAvpg; qaiqAV 'sq.xBiu paxpuxxxj aAp puBs 
-tioq} OAV} JO uopanpap axp xapun qaxBsaxojB xauxxBxn ux 
paauBApB Xaudtu jo tuns axp Xuda-x o} punoq axuBoaq puB^ 

ffjg •axT'ixoos no AHOxsin "xx •dvno 



316 


HISTORY OP SCOTLAND. 


CHAP. XX. 


year under circumstances of success which had attended 
no Scottish monarch since Robert Bruce, His king- 
dom was strengthened by the expulsion of the Engli^ 
from Roxburgh castle and the town of Berwick, as^well 
as by the acquisition of the Orkney and Zetland islands, 
the natural dependencies of Scotland. The country 
was relieved of the charge of the Norway annual, a 
burden it was incapable of discharging : and the in- 
creasing consequence of the nation was manifested by 
the contending offers of France and England for her 
favour and friendship. All these advantages indicate 
that James had, at this period of Ins reign, able mi- 
nisters, by whom his counsels were directed. The chief 
of these probably was the chancellor, Andrew Stewart, 
lord Evandale, whose importance was now so great, 
that, in virtue of his office, he took rank next to tlie 
princes of the blood royal. He was a natural son of sir 
James Stewart, son of Murdach duke of Albany, 

In the mean time the unfortunate James began to dis- 
close evil qualities and habits which his youtli had 
hitherto concealed from observation. He had a dislike 
to the active sports of hunting and the games of clii- 
valry, mounted on horseback rarely, and rode ill. A 
consciousness of these deficiencies, in what were the 
most approved accomplishments of the age, and a certain 
shyness which attends a timorous temper, rendered the 
king alike unfit and unwilling to mingle in the pleasures 
of his nobility, or to show himself to his subjects in 
the romantic pageants which were the delight of the age. 
James’s amusements were of a character in which neitlicr 
his peers nor people could share, and though to a certain 
extent they were innocent, and even honourable, they 
were yet such as, pushed to excess, must liave necessarily 
interfered with the regular discharge of his royal dtttits. 
He was attached to what are now called the fine arts ol 
architecture and music ; and in studying these used the 
instructions of Rogers, an English musician, Coclir.nie, 
a mason or architect, and '1 orphichen, a dancing-master. 
Another of his domestic minions was Hommil, a tailor, 
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I he king, on his part, resorted to diviners and sooth- 
sayers to know iiis own future fate; and the answer (pro- 
bably dictated by the favourite Cochrane) was, that he 
should fall by the means of his nearest of kin. The un- 
iiappy monarch, with a self-contradiction, one of the 
many implied in superstition, imagined that bis brothers 
were tlie relations indicated by the oracle; and also 
imagined that Ids knowledge of their intentions might 
enable him to alter the supposed doom of fate. 
t-J7S. Albany and Illar were suddenly arrested, as the kings 
suspicions grew darker and more dangerous ; and while 
the duke was confined in the castle of Edinburgh, Mar 
was committed to that of CraigmiUar. Conscious, pro- 
bably, that the king possessed matter which might af- 
ford a pretext to take his life, Albany resolved on his 
escape. He communicated his scheme to a faithful 
attendant, by whose assistance he intoxicated, or, as 
some accounts say, murdered the captain of the guard, 
and then attempted to descend from the battlements of 
the castle by a rope. His attendant made the essay first ; 
but the rope being too short, he fell, and broke liis 
thigh-bone. The duke, warned by this accident, length- 
ened the rope with the sheets from his bed, and made 
the perilous descent in safety. He transported his faith- 
ful attendant on his back to a place of security, then was 
I'eceived on board a vessel wliich lay in the roads of Leith, 
and set sail for France, where he met a hospitable recep- 
tion, and was maintained by the bounty of Louis XI. 

Em-aged at the escape of the elder of his captives, it 
would seem tliat J ames was determined to make secure of 
Mar, who remained. There occur no records to show that 
the unfortunate prince was subjected to any public trial ; 
nor can it be known, save by conjecture, how far 
James ill. was accessary to the perpetration of his mur- 
der, which was said to be executed by bleeding the pri- 
soner to death in a bath. Several persons were at the 
same time condemned and executed for acts of witch- 
craft, charged as having been practised, at Mar s in- 
stance, against the life of the king. 
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plebeian favourites^ had made* so much money by accept- 
ng of bribes and selling his interest in the king’s favour, 
that he was able to purchase from his master James, 
who added avarice to the other vices of a groveling and 
degraded spirit, the earldom of Mar. It is an additional' 
shade of meanness in James’s character, that, when 
satisfied with the amount of the consideration to be 
paid, he never iiesitated at conferring upon a low-born 
upstart the lordship wliich had belonged to his late mur- 
dered brother. Cochrane proceeded in his career. The 
insatiable extortioner amassed money by indirect means 
of every kind ; and one mode which particularly affected 
the poor was the debasement of tire coin of the realm,. by 
nrixing tire silver rvith so much copper as entirely to 
destroy its value. This adulterated coin was called the 
Cochrane-plack, and was so favourite a speculation of 
his, that, having been told it would be one day called 
in, he answered scornfully, Yes, on the day I am 
hanged an unwitting prophecy, which was punctually 
accomplished. 

The rank and state affected by the new earl of Mar 
only more deeply incensed the nobility, who considered 
their order as disgraced by the introduction of such a per- 
son. A band of three hundred men constantly attended 
the favourite, armed rvith battle-axes, and displaying bis 
livery of white rvith black fillets. He himself used to ap- 
pear in a riding suit of black velvet, his horn mounted 
rvith gold, and hung around his neck by a chain of the 
same metal. In this manner he joined the Scottish host. 
The army had advanced from the capital as far as Lauder, 
rvhen the nobility, beginning to feel sensible of their 
porver in a camp consisting chiefly of their orvn sol- 
diers and feudal foUorvers, resolved that they rvould meet 
together, and consult rvhat measures were to be taken 
for the reform of the abuses of the commonwealth, having 
already in vain represented their grievances to the king. 

The armed conclave was held in Lauder church, ryhere, 
in the course of their deliberations. Lord Gray reminded 
them of the fable in which the mice are said to have laid 
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of the army, jill the favourites of the weak prince pe- 
risiied, except a youth called Ramsay of Balmain, who 
clung close to the king s person : James begged his life 
with so much earnestness, that the peers relented, and 
granted their sovereign's boon, 

1 he consequences of this enterprise are v6ry puzzling 
to the historian. The Scottish nobility seem to have 
retired with the determination not to oppose the English 
host in arms, expecting, probably, that they would be 
able to settle some accommodation by means of the duke 
of iilbany. They were as yet ignorant of the disgrace- 
ful treaty which he had made with England, and hoped 
to have the advantage of his talents as a regent to direct 
the weak councils of his brother James. In the mean- 
time they subjected the king to a mitigated imprison- 
ment in Edinburgh castle. 

It would seem that Albany, perceiving the Scottish 
nobles totally indisposed to admit his claim to the king- 
dom, Avas wUling enough to accept the proposal of be- 
coming lieutenant-general. That he might do so with 
the better grace, Albany and the duke of Glocester 
interceded with the Scottish lords for the liberation of 
the king. The nobles addressed the duke of Albany with 
much respect, and agreed to grant whatever he desired, 
acknowledging hun to be, after James's children, the 
nearest of blood to the royal family. " But for that per- 
son who accompanies you," they continued, in allusion 
to the English prince, “ we know nothing of him what- 
ever, or by what right he presumes to talk to us upon 
our national affairs, and will pay no deference to his 
wishes, seeing he is entitled to none.". 

The English, however, gained one important advan- 
tage upon this occasion. The town of Berwick, which 
had been delivered up to the Scots by Henry VI., and ^ 
possessed by tlrem for nearly twenty years, was now 
taken by the troops of Richard of Glocester, and the 
castle being also yielded, this strong fortress and va- 
luable sea-poit never afterwards returned to the domi- 


A 


\ 

O 

paHO-xjuDoun jpsujm jjaj aq uaqAi ^sauiEf ^ng -sauojqj 
aiaip uo paitreiuai pBq apBui oqAV sqoABUora aq? 

jT aouB-mpua atuos pBq aABq ?qSiui qoiqAV ^puBpoag qjiAV 
aann b paSuBJ-iB jt-[q)aads uopBpoSau ;joqs y 'uSiaj 
t'l snouBoaid puE siq unSaq avou pBq ‘ju piBqoig 

' (>(>g sSBd 

33S) ’^jn 01 PoSqqo XuBqp^ puB ‘Jauospd 

apBoi SBAV SB{Sno(j qoiqAv ui ^aiBpuBuuy o;ui XuBq^y puB 
SBiSnog Xq uaqBqaapun jCbioj b jo ;naAa aq; ^uaqBiuqoo'j 
JO ap?Bq aqj pjssaujm JBaX ^xau aqj, 'uapABAV aq^ 
SBAV aq qoiqAV jo siopuoij aq} pasodxa ‘jCbi lup^ ni sb jbj 
os ut ^snqj puB ‘uosijibS qsqSug ub o? iBqung jo apsBO 
siq dn paaaAqap 'jaAvod siq m jC-iaqaBax} jo ;aB }sbj aqj 
SB '?sip SuiABq ^puB^Sug o; pap aq puB 'XuBq^y ^suibSb 
E"! paoutiouoid SBAV aitpiajioj JO uioo(j puauimaAoS aq^raojj 
miq Suipadxa m pauiof ^Xppiad snj ?b pasuaaui 'sa^qou 
qsipoog aqi jo ^JBd aaiBajS aq-j jsq; puB ^pajaAoasip aiaAV 
sanSjuui siq iBqi uiaas ppoAv it puB ^puB^Sug jo ^.moa 
aqj q;iAV saapoBjd ajqBuosBaij siq pauinsai aqnp aq^ ?Eq? 
X^uiB^d ooj siBaddB jj ’satuBf uBqj ubui snoiaidsns jo 
snojouip ssat b jo sjbsj aq? paouBp aABq ppiOAV i(uBqp^ 
jo uoptquiB aqx •uonin Jiaip pa?jaauoosq) aauijd qasa 
JO uopisodsip juBuiraopajd aq? puB f aiiui?uoo Suo| ?ou 
j pip 'uoi?B?oajjB JO aajSap b ot aaiiios s?i SuiuuiSaq aq? 
g ircojj pBq aABq ?snui qaiqAV ^pjoauoa pB.uja?BJj siq? ?Tia 

•paq auiBS aq? qoo? 

-jBd XuBqpy puB 9iipi aq? 'osp ^?qSia XaaAg; •s?oaPqiis 
pooS pB JO uoi?B?aapp puB Xof jbojS aq? o? ^poojjCpjj 
JO XaqqB aq? o? UAVop '?aaj?s pdiauud aq? Suo?b q?Sjiiq 
-uqig; jo a??SB0 aq? uioij ^asjoq auiBS aq? uo pa?uTioui ^uois 
-Boao auo uo 'joq?a9o? apoi Xai[x ’^Ep ?uasajd aq? ?b 
aSuBj?s uiaas ppoAV qaiqAV suoi?BJ?suouiap aiuos j(q j?as?i 
paAvoqs uajq?ajq pXoj aq? jo pjoauoa aqx puaiuoiu b 
joj uiiq uiojj pa?BiBdas aq ?ou ppoa aq ?Bq? '^UBqjy o? 
paqoB??B qanra os aq o? aiui? b joj paJBaddB ^uoi?Bpiuis 
-sip punojojd JO jaduia? jo ssauapjap uiojj jaq?ia ^puB 
‘X?jaqq siq o? pajo?saj jauuBiu siq? ut sbav sauiBf 

•uopBapioBd aq? Xq aSB?uBApB puopBU ou 
?qSnos qsqSug aq? s?aadsaj jaq?o uj ‘puBpoag jo uoiu 

ggg ‘aNVUIOOS tiO AUOISIH 


•XX •dVHO 


I 


HISTORY OP SCOTtAXD, CHAP. XX. 

in his sovereignty, used it, as his inclinations determined 
him, in founfing expensive establishments for the culti- 
vation of music, and in the erection of chapels and palaces 
in a peculiar species of architecture, in which the 
Gothic style was mingled with an imitation of the Gre- 
cian orders. To meet the expense of these buildings 
and foundations, and to gratify his natural love of 
amassing treasure, James watched and availed himself 
of every opportunity by which he could collect money; 
nor did he hesitate to appropriate to these favourite 
purposes funds which the haughty nobles were disposed 
to consider as perquisites of their own. A particular 
instance of this nature hurried on James’s catastrophe. 

In order to maintain the expenses of a double choir in 
the royal chapel of Stirling, the king ventured to apply 
to that purpose the revenues of the priory of Colding- 
ham.' The two powerful families of Home and Hep- 
burn had long accounted this wealthy abbey their own 
property, insomuch that they expected that the king 
would not have violated or interfered with a family 
compact, by which they had agreed that the prior of 
Coldtngham should be alternately chosen from their 
respective nam'bs. The king’s appropriation of the reve- 
nues which they had considered as destined to the ad- 
vantage of their friends and clansmen disposed these 
haughty chiefs to seek revenge as men who were suffer- 
ing oppression. The spirit of discontent spread fast among 
the southern barons, much influenced by the earl of 
Angus, a nobleman both hated and feared by the king, 
who could not be supposed to have forgotten the man- 
ner in which he had acquired his popular epithet of 
llell-therCat. In the vain hope of controlling his discon- 
tented nobles, the king showed his fears more than his 
wisdom byprohibiting them to appear at court in arms, 
with the exception of Ramsay, whose life had been 
spared upon his entreaty at the execution of Laucler- 
bridge. James had made this young man captain of bis 
guard, and created him a peer, by the name of lord Roth- 
well, under which title the new favourite had succeedet!. 
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HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. CHAP, XX, 

and to seU the country to the English. These were exa<r. 
gerated calumnies ; but it may be observed, that the popu- 
lace are more easdy imposed upon by falsehoods suited to 
the grossness of their intellects than by such arguments 
as are consonant to reason. The king stood so low in 
public estimation, on account of his love of money and 
his disposition to favouritism, that nothing could be in- 
. vented respecting him so base that it would not find 
credence among his subjects. 

The king retired upon Stirling; but the faithless 
Shaw, who had betrayed the prince to the rebel lords, 
completed his treachery by refusing James access to the 
castle of that town. In a species of despair, the king turned 
southward, like a stag brought to bay, with the purpose of 
meeting his enemies in conflict. The battle took place 
not fanfrom Falkirk, where Wallace was defeated, and 
yet nearer to the memorable field of Bannockburn, where 
Bruce triumphed. At the first encounter the archers of 
the king's army had some advantage. But the Annan- 
dale men, whose spears were of unusual length, charged, 
according to their custom, tvith loud yells, and bore 
down the left wing of the king’s forces. James, who 
was already dispirited from seeing his own banner and 
his own son brought in arras against him, and who re- 
membered the prophecy of the witch, that he should fall 
by his nearest of Idn, on bearing the cries of the border- 
men lost courage entirely, and turned his horse for flight. 
As he fled at a gallop through the hamlet of j\lill- 
town, his charger, a fiery animal, juesented to him on 
that very morning by Lindesay of the Byres, took fright 
at the sight of a woman engaged in drawing water at a 
well, and threw to the ground his timid and inexpert 
rider. The king was borne into the miU, where lie was 
so incautious as to proclaim his name and quality. The 
consequence was, that some of the rebels who followed 
the chase entered the hut, and stabbed him to the heart. 
The persons of the murderers were never known, nor 
was the king’s body ever found. 

Thus fell a king, of whom, hut for the dark suspicions 
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•paqsiiad pBq sa^qou siq puB Supj aqi qoiqAV 
UI axpBq JO pjag aqj raoaj jBaajai ssajasiou ui paqaui 
puB ^ssoj ataqj jo jua^xa aqj jo ajqisuas aoiBaaq ^papua 
SI ?i uaqAv pooxq jo ssoj qjiAV sjuibj oqjA jnq ‘^sjsbx jaig 
-uoo aqj SB Suo[ os suiBisns aSBjnoo siq luoqAV ‘aopiBAV 
papunoM B aqq ^qspjoog aqa puB 5 sxuBiBqiuoo aqx pajBa 
-Bdas l)SB[ 3B jqSi^ qofguoo aq? ui jsouiaaoj aq? ?spiuiB 
pafSSmjs puB ;q§noj ‘^jno[BA ssajasn qxiAv ^oqM ‘Suiq aqj 
SuiuopuBqB JO ;q2noqi auo ojq •uoijBiadsap axqEanonoq 
qjiAi SBAjasuiaqi papuajap ‘^sxuiod pB uo jsisaa oj sb os 
ajaap b ojut saAjasraaqj SuiMoaqi ‘oqM 'XaiuaS qsipoag aqj 
JO aaMog puB apiad aqj jo pajsisuoa suoqBpBq Surpaajq 
puB uaqojq asaqj jng quoaj ut jCuiaB qsipoog aqj q?tAi 
paSsSua sbai oqA\ ‘'Xaajng jo sjaojja aqj papuooas ‘^uop 
-oaiip jBqi UI qoBUB ub puB f squBa uaqoaq s^saiUBf 
Sutq JO aBaa aqj ui uoisiAip siq paaB^d 'jjaj uavo siq 
oj 9ui[aaqAv puB ^paidnaoo Xaqj punoaS aqj aaAo pasMUO 
Suissaad ^iCajuB^g pus ‘'{pj S[aBa asaq? qiog 'axiCSay 
puB xouuaq aapun uoisiAip aqj ‘sjuaooddo a^Bipauiuji 
aiaqj pasaadsip XpBjoj ‘Suiai yaj qsqSua" aqj Suituaoj 
^aaiqsjfqaa(j puB aaiqsaq^ jo uaui aqj qjiAV ‘/CajUBXg 
piBAvpji; ais apqAVUBaui aqx uj ’jCaBuinSuBS j(aaA aiuBaaq 
jBquioa aqj pUB ‘^luaqi pajaoddus XpABaq ^aAiasaa aqj 
qjiAv paAvqjog; jo jiBa aqj, ‘aaiiajap iubi^ba jsoui b 
apBut sioag aqi ‘sAvoaaB jo saaAvoqs qjiM paiujaqAvaaAo 
qSnoqqB ‘‘puB 'Xaaaug jo jaBa aqi jo jBqj qjiAV ^jsuoiauj 
paSsSua uoisiAip s Suiq aqj sjaipuoa asaqj SuiauQ 'paj 
sjana qspjoag aqj qjogf 'spaBAiojj omj aqj Xq pa^noi 
jf^tsBa aaaAi puB ^ajsEq jCjaapaostp q;iAi prq aqx UAiop 
paqsna ^asoa}uoj\[ puB paojAiBag aapun 'saapuBjqSijj aqx 
•/fBq ?B jdaq aaaAv s^oag aq? ?Bqj ‘{Bnpa^a puB jixaraia 
os SBAV jaoddns aiaqj, 'jCaiBABO qspSug jo aAaasaa aqj 
qpAi saaoBQ; paoj Xq pajaoddns uaaq qou p pBq ‘uoisiAip 
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•3J3AV sjapuBiqSiH sqi ‘^Xjbiiuod srp hq ‘aojoj Tpnui ipm 

pUB BDUBJSip ;C3 j 2 B 0} SB OS pOUUOJ SBAV djBqs 

JO pBoq pBuis B qqAV poioniisuoo 'avojjb aq; puB 'jaAvod 
puB q:>2uax ajqBAaptsuoo jo sbav A^oq aq j, 'asodxnd sq aoj 
paqip ssa| uodBaAv aqj jo adBqs aqj sbav Jaqqa^ •iiaiu 
SunoiC aq o; auiBo Xaqj pij Avoq b pajpuBq JOAau oqAV asoip 
JO ?Bq; passBdxns jbj qatqAV qpis jo aajSap b paJTnLoB aq 
•/fpiianBasuoa ^Bq; pire fq^Suajjs SuisBaaoui snj o} pa^p 
auo qqAV spjBAvjayB puB 'aSB stq o; a^qB^ms Avoq pBuis 
B qqAV ?sj(p ?ooqs o; paurea; sbav aq ^uajppqa jaq^o aqq 
'jBqj j[asuiTq jo sXbs aaoipBq doqstg •uopoaj.xad jo qoqd 
?saqSiq aqj o; uiaq? jo asn aq; ;q2nojq uopBonpa jo 
apora iiaq; puB ‘japio ;sip aq; jo suodBOAV arnoojd o; 
luaq; pa[qBua q;paAv Jjaqj, •;o3J3 aiqissod ;sa;Ba.x2 aip 
q;iAV luaq; 2u{sn piiB 2uiq)UBq jo ;ib aq; pauiB;;B pBq Xaip 
puB fjfjBSsaaau aaaAv X;aaiu puB uoi;ua;;B ;Baj2 qoiqAV jo 
uot;BuiJoj aq; o; 's;jBqs puB SAvoq pa;Dtu;suoa-;saq pire 
;uaqaoxa ;soui aq; 2uiABq in api.id iiaq; paoBpI Xaqj, 
•adomg; jo suiop2up[ jaq;o in ((;aiDOs jo ssBp auiBS aip 
o; uAvouquti jaq;a2o;i;B q;paAV puB aouapuadaput jo aa42 
-ap B passassod uaut asaqx •puB];2ug’ jo uatuoajC aq; sb 
;oaj}3 auiBs aq; q;iAV asn ppoo p.iByuBdg jou '2uiuia]j[ 
^UBuiqouaJ^ ^;oog jaq;Tau qoiqAV 'a2B aq; jo uodBaAV aiqBp 
riuiioj ;som aq; ^Avoq 2uot aq; jo asn aq; ut qp^s paqBA 
“uun Jiaq; Uo 'X^puooas “^puB : uosBaj auios Avoqs Xpuasaid 
qBqs aAV qanpv joj ^ssaxppB puB ;ib a][qBjapisuoa q;iAV 
paiAnaouBui popad XpBa ub ;b qaiqAV 'saiuuB Jiaq; jo 
;onpuoa puB auqdiosip ja;;aq aq; ‘^;sjp : saDUB;snmoap 
pdiDui-id OAv; uiojj asojB qsqSug; aq; jo X;popadas aqx 
•sinoqq2iait maq;nos aiaq; joao puBpi aq; jo s;iBd uia 
-q;iou aq; jo s;uB;iqBqiu aq; Xq pouTB;qo asoq; ui .10 ^s;oog 
aq; aaAO qsiiSng aq; jo sapo;op aq; ui aaipia ajqBAjasqo 
iCpBuoisBODo sa2B;uBApB JO uopBpunoj aq; sb paoB.i; Xponp 
-sq) aq Xbui 'asiojaxa jo s;iqBq ;uajajpq) ^suijb jo sapads 
;uaiaj}q) 'auqdpsqi jo saaj2ap ;uajajji(i qios auiBS aip 
JO uaipqqo aq; 2 uoiub X;qBt;.iBduii q;iAV sa;nqp;sq) ajn; 
-Bu qaiqAV sa 2 B;uBApB f uopisodsip jo ifjaABiq jo uosjad 
JO q;2uaj;s ui X;popadns Xub jaq;o aq; jaAO passas 
-sod uoi;bu jaq;p jaq;aqAv ajinbna 0; a^pi aq ppoAV ;i 
}sa;uoo b qans uj ’saiuiaua pjn;Bn jo ;q3q sqi ui jaq;o 
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-gp ^.111 ' . pQB ■ t -Jp JO aotssMons paApogi pnt? 

‘^opr[od SEAi OTq; XpuanBg;^ gjotu jbj papiBZBq ‘ppp'^q:^ 
dagq o:j suugcu jo X^jaAod puB aougpBduii apqj ui ^spog 
aqj qoiqAV f apos aSiB^ b uodn sapijBq pjauaS ui 9 ];qB 
■ -Ajasqo jCpBpiopiBd 9J9 av ^saituiB jo ;joddns puB uopBiu 
-jcoj 9qi AOj qjpaAV Aouadns ui puB ^popad aq; jo saipsiui 
aq; ni ssaippB jouadns jo saSBjuBApB jBajS ssaqj, 
•pajapuaj s^BAvp ;ou sbav aauaipaqo ^loqduii raoqAV oi puB 
^uosAad UI puBuiraoD oi jq s^BAip jou sbav oqk ‘Sup[ aip 
aABs pBaq uouiuioa ou SuiSpa^AiouqaB piiB ^jaxpo qosa 
qjiAV aouBUBA jB sdBqiad jo o; UAvouqun “'sjaiqa a:jBiBdas 
Aapuii sarauB apjq jo jaqumu b jo papisuoa laipBi Xaip 
'jCiBijuoa aq; uq qBupiAiput a^Suis b jo X^uoq^uB aqj. 
japun puB asodjud uorauioa b qqAV SupoB Xpoq aSjB^’ 
B iCq paiinboB ifSiaua puB aaioj paqun ;Bq; pB pa^UBAv 
?nq f piauaS auo jo puBoiuioo japun jfpButuiou ^paapui 
'ajaAV sjsoq Jpqx 'saqid Jiaip jo ;unjq aq; Suua;unoa 
-ua ^uoqqAV joqs [bjbj Jiaip uiaq; uo mod puB aauBpq) 
B JB uiBuiaj ppioa oqAv/sjaipjB qsqSug; aq; iiq uop 
“BisBAap o; ajoin pps uauuBads jo sassBui pBOjq jpqj 
pasodxa qoiqAvaouBpumojp b ^jpoj uo ;qSnoj s^BAvp .^aqx 
•ap;Bq pipoB aq; joj jqSq oo; aiaAV iCaq; ^sasjoq XpjBq 
JO sdooj; suojauinu satuiJB jpq; ui pBq Xoq; qSnoq; puB 
f p3;uioddB-pi puB AvajojaAV suijb ;b uara uavo jpqx ’SJorp 
-ps JBpiSaj o; SunpBOiddB aojoj Xub jo a;n;psap ajoAV 
*suiJB ;b uaui qouaj^ Avaj b aABq o; paauBqo Xaq; ssapn 
'oqAV ^j(j;unoa aq; jo s;uB;TqBqui XjBuqiJO aq; jo pasod 
-uioa ajaAi ‘^puBq J9q;o aq; uo ‘^saiuuB qsp;oDg aqx 

•ppq aq; daaq o; puB aqa; 
o; XuiJB UB apBua o; XjBssaaau si ;Bq; pB puB ^XjappjB 
'uopiunuiaiB ^suoisiAOjd ‘^saJo;s ^Xauoui puBuiuioa ;b 
os|B pBq aqg psBoq ppioa adomg qaiqAV ^ub o; Jopajut 
;ou XpiB;jaa suijb ;b uaui jo pasoduioa puB ^aaujas Joj 
;p sasjoq uo pa;unoui 'XjdouBd ]pij ui ppq aq; o; auioa 
o; jCpBAiqo jaq pa][qBua puBjSug; jo q;paAV aq; ^sdoop 
JBpiSaj SaiJiq jo aSB;uBApB JBpnoad siq; sapisag; 
•iuuB UB JO s;uauiaAoui aq; ;aajpi o; a;ismbaj si qaiqAV 
X;poq;nB o;npsqB aq; snq; Supuasaid ‘^pounoa puB Suiq 
aq; uiojj sjapjo siq paApaaj oqAV ^sappiqB paAOjddB jo 
pjauaS B JO puBuiuioa .aq; japun paoB^d aiaAv sdooj; asaq; 
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•qsi^oos AjaAisnpxo pire Xpind ua^jiiAV 3 Abi{ Xi8m 
-niAV PpiOM oq ipiitM. ^uoniMoimuoid qsnStia 9in jDyc spiOM aiuosSuTsii 
joj ASofoatJ utj sa^irui puc „‘3flcn3uc[ uaio siq 5nq uajq^nos ou Suidaaji 
uiu^d put? pBOJfi a3nn3ut?j 8iq a)UA\ sassajoxd SB|Sr\o(X ureM^0 ♦ 

S3UICU aq; ^uopisodmoo upB^ uj -aouBJouSt jo saiirpuao' 
a[Ot[AV a^Buiiunqi oj ;uapiyns si auop SB^SncQ uibavbq 
puB iBqun(j JO sniuaS aqj jiiq f sioq^tiB aq; jo apBj 
puB qp[s aqj paps paAjasajd uaaq aABq qaiqAV suiaod 
Jtaip JO XuBj\r sauiBp jo uSiai aq; o; UAvop Xjtpuao 
ipuaayq aip jo jpq jgqjBa aip mojj paqsunop oqAV ^auip 
Jtaqj ui aouauima jo 'sjaod uaajqSia pa^Biauinua ^SAaqBj\[ 
axp JO qiBOQ; aip joj ^uauiBq sp[ ui 'sBq ‘puBpoog jo 
aaaiiBqg aqj 'jBqunQ -Xauapyojd iiaq} jo joojd pq)ua|ds 
B OABaj o; SB uopBonpa jo sapiuipioddo aqj jo saA^as 
-uiaip pajiBAB oqAV Xubui os ajaAv aaaq; 'jbav jo saspja 
“Xa aip JO ppg aq? jo s?iods atp q;uv uosuBduioa tii ^s?itis 
-A nd s}i puB ajniBja?q paua:a?uoD aABq jCboi j(?uofBni b 
qSnoip ?na; ‘uopBonpa s.uajppip ipq? jo ^oa^Sau ssojS 
ipiAi amp siq jo X?qtqou aip piBjqdn o? panupuoo qi?s 
•*ioCbj*j 10 UBuo?siq aqj jaA 1 jqoop jouubo aAV aoua 
-npui aiqBJapisuoD psq a?Ti?B?s JB^nSuis sup iiJqj, 

•XjBuqiio UT saSpnC 
jaqio puB 'aoBad aip jo saopsnf ^sjguaqs jo uopBn?is aip 
SuiXdnooo Joj saApsuiaip ijipnb o? 'aibi puB Xqdosox 
-iqd JO spoips aip iii SABaK aaAq? Xpips o? pa?oaAip 
OAaAi spdnd aip 'upBq; ui papunoiS Xpua?admoa uaaq 
SuiABXJ 'aSB JO SABaX aura ^?sora?n aip ?b 'ao “^xis ?b 
jooqos ACUUUBiS aip o? uos ?sapp siq puas o? ‘’spunod 
X?uaAi? JO Xipuad aip. Aapun ‘pauiofua sbai AappqaaAj 
ppuBjsqns puB uojBq qoBa qoiqAV Xq ^?oipa a^qB^ABUiaA 
B passBd Xaip i{>6’^T ui ?Bip ^uopBonpa jo X?issaoau aq? 
ipiAi passaiduii qonui os baoav ?uauiBqABd qsp?oog aqj, 

^.•uopBpunuoAd AapBOAq b paDnpoA?ui pBq auip 
qSnoip ^qsqSug; aip ippi aSBuSuB^ auiBs aq? pasn Xaqx 
•SABinopABd Aaq?o ui UBip SAUoqqSpu Jiaq? q?iAV uopp 
-aduioa x^nba aioui b axiBui s?oog aq? aAn?BAa?q uj 

•?i SuiOAOjua ui Xb[ X?pat[}q) aq? ?uq ‘ XpauiaA 
aq? paqiAOsaAd puB 'asBasip aq? avbs ?uauiBqABd qsp?oog 
oqX 'uiaip aoAojua o? 'qiAv pa?uBAV ua?jo puB 'AaAiod pBq 
uiopxas saSpnC aq? f uiba ui ?nq 'spAa asaq? SuissaAdaA 
JOJ apBui ajaAV saibi snojaiun^ 'pjopuBj suoioxabab siq 
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